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AVING no parents, 

(they being dead, it is 

proper to explain), I 

was taken in charge by 

a very rich and very 

=—miserly wnele; and, as 

every one who tells the 

truth must appear to 

exhibit a spirit of in-— 
gratitude, I will say, in 

palliation of my hon- 

esty, that my uncle was 

so kind to me as to 

have given me a good 

education, albeit he 

withheld from me the 

material means by 

which I might have 

made apparent the fact 
that I was a gentleman. 
So I was compelled to 
gnaw my thumbs and wait for my good uncle 
to die and leave me his fortune. As he was a 
bachelor, and as I was his only heir-apparent, 
ana as he had let it be understood that I should 
inherit his possessions, and ‘as he was getting 
old, this waiting for a generous competency 
was Dot £0 irksome as might be supposed. But 
this complacent frame of mind was shaken, not 
very long after that most peculiar little wretch, 
Laura, came into the household. 


My ancle, being in his dotage, imagined that 





he needed the consoling presence of a vale | 


buman being in his house, 


—special reasons why I should have found it in 
me to give her, so far os my capacity would 


sympathy which her orphaned condition had 
denied to her. 


;me into aresentful course which eventually | 


|sented both of these my attitudes, and dis- 


| third, I left the house in dudgeon, and defiantly, 
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Now, a large acquaintance with female human | I have written to your uncle will induce bim to | view developed a sentimental character, I sha}' 


beings in the shape of ‘college widows” had so | 
hardened me against the genus that I resented, 
with all the bitterness of my nature, the in- 
trusion of this most harmless and innocent of 
mortals. 


She was an orphan, and only fifteen years old, 


permit, those graceful consolations of human 


More than that,I should not 
have permitted my headstrong pride to plunge | 


destroyed even my hope of succeeding to the 
possession of my uncle's fortune. 

To make all this clearer, I may explain that 
the following things happened 
here set forth: First, 1 was disdainful of the 
child and contemptuous toward my uncle for 
having taken her up; second, my uncle re- 


played a steely firmness that surprised me; 


and went out to seek an honest livelihood; 
fourth, I became satisfied that my uncle would 


in the order | 





disinherit me and install Laura in my place. 
All these things consumed a few years in the 


| happening, and they but added to the sweet- 


ness and beauty of the girl. The shrewd 
reader will instantly reflect that the simplest 
and most practical course for me would have 
been the courting and marrying of the girl; 
and no doubt he has asly idea that some such 
denouement willend this story; but I am by 
profession a historian and not a story-writer; 
and I propose to spring a surprise or two 
which doubtless will make the reader ashamed 
of his conceit. 


When Laura was about eighteen or nineteen, 
and I had established myself in a way to be re- 
garding myself as independent of my uncle's 
fortune, I was vastly amazed to receive the 
following letter from the benighted girl: - 


“By accident I have just discovered, through 
some letters written by you to your uncle sev- 
eral years ago, that I was the cause of the rup- 
ture between you; and [ am indescribably 
mortified to know that you regard meas an in- 
terloper between you and the fortune which in 
right should become yours. 

‘IT cannot bear the humiliation that all this 
has brought upon me. evi things that hap- 
pened long ago are now made clear to me. 8 
we shall never see each other again there is no 
reason why I should not be candid with you 
and tell you how unhappy your treatment 
has made me, I could not understand why we 
should not have been friends. I had never 
known a brother, and when kind Heaven 
brought me botha father and a brother at once, 
I was the happiest girl inthe world. Idid not 
know then why you treated meas you did—I 
understand it now; and that which I compre- 
hend above all things else is the debasing 
poxss of money. I now believe that had it not 

en for your uncle's fortune you and I might 
have been happy all our lives together, as 
brother and sister. That I have been the 
means of driving you from home and from your 
fortune, and, worse than that, have been the 
cause of developing in you a trait that I would 
rather haye seen you dead than exhibit, are 
more than sufficient reasons for the course 
which I am determined to pursue. 

“T have just written my uncle a letter inform- 
ing him of my discovery and intention, and I 

te to tell you of what I bave done and in- 
tend to do, because I cannot bear to have any 
one think Tam mean. I will quietly step out of 
the place that I have usurped and that belongs 





to you, and I believe that the manner in which 


restore you to that place. 

“Farewell—I wish I could add ‘my dear 
friend.’ Iam going where I can be in nobody's 
way, and I have no fears for the future.” 

Here was « second opportunity to secure the 
fortune; but the old spirit of perversity again 
assumed control. Let the fortune go hang— 
it was not in me tolet that girl suffer. I had 
surrendered my place through my own folly; 
in nowise was she to blame; and it cut me to 
the very heart to have her discover that asordid 
nature had made acurof me. I wondered if 
she realized how deeply she had wounded me. 

After all (and this wasa problem which my 
recently acquired expertences in business had 
enabled me to throw some light upon), my sly 
old uncle may have had no fortune at all. I was 


ina place to know about the revenues of rich | 


people, and by no means could! learn that my 
uncle had any considerable income from in- 
vestments. He had a few houses, the rentals 
of which yielded suffcient for his needs; but 
beyond them there was a trace of nothing what- 
ever. A very old story (which I was unable to 
verify) ran to the effect that many years ago he 
had invested his money in diamonds, which he 
was supposed to have secreted somewhere. 
His old man-servant (a fellow named Riggs) 


reposed no faith in the story of the dinmonds, | 


as I took the trouble toascertain. It would 
have been just like my sly old uncle to encour- 
age a belief in the existence of his wealth, for 
he was vain of power. 

Nevertheless, what he was known to have, 
though little, was now Laura's by right, and I 
despised itas muchas I did myself. I could 
imagine the kind of letter that she had written 
him—it must have been dignified and womanly, 
but none the less cruel. I could see my uncle 
raging about the house, swearing at Riggs, and 
the house-girl, and the cook. I could even see 
him take the old single-barreled shotgun from 
the closet of the room adjoining his bed-cham- 
ber, as I had often seen him do, and hug itand 
caress it,and pretend that he always kept it 
loaded for burglars. 

But while taking a secret delight in all these 
mental pictures, I was ‘osing no time in efforts 
to find Laura. By some unaccountable means 
her letter had invested me with a foolish senti- 
ment on her account, though a kind Providence 
withheld from me an exact understanding of it. 
All that I thought I wanted was to find “her, to 
make myself right in her eyes, to show her that 
I would go many a long mile to prove my friend- 
ship for her, and, if possible, to restore her to 
my uncle's fireside. In my softened state I was 
even touched with pity for the old skinflint, for 
I knew that his heart was wrapped upin the 
girl and that her loss would nearly kill him. 

Therefore, without any waste of time I put 
detectives out to find the runaway, and of 
course they soon discovered her. 

Iwas gratified to learn that my uncle had 
taken no step so expensive—he had merely 
charged up and down with the old shotgun, and 
then cried like a baby. 


Asense of delicacy, which I amcertain the 
reader would not have expected, restrains me 
from setting owt all the details of my meeting 
with Laura. I had not seen her for a long time, 
and was astonished to observe how very charm- 
ing she had grown. Whether or not our inter- 


leave it to the match-making reader to Jufer, 
| my only caution tohim being to beware of « 
trap of my setting. About all I care to say just 
now is that, after an excéllent understanding 
had arisen between us,she ruefully informed 
me that she had left something at my uncle's 
house that she treasured highly, but that as 
she wus fully determined not to returnto him 
(having, in her opinion, burned her bridges in 
that direction), she ".aw distracted over its Joss. 

Of course that decided me to go and get it for 
her—that is to say, 1 would goand steal it for 
her; for 1 had been in business sufficiently 
long to acquire certain aptitudes, and besides 
that, I dared not openly visit my uncle's house. 

Lauratried to laugh my proposition out of 
| joint; but when she saw that my intention wos 
fixed, and as we both were feeling quite happy 
and daring, she fell into the spirit of the ad- 
venture, and proffered her assistance. 

In her present quarters she was well con- 
cealed, there being no danger of her discovery 
by my parsimonious uncle. So Laura agreed 
togo with meina buggy to his fence in the 
dead of night, and wait for me while I should 
go about the business of my burglarious enter- 
prise, and then drive with me rapidly away. 

It was a single-story cottage, and I knew 
every detail of its arrangement, including 
Laura's chamber. It would be a simple matter, 
I thought, to force her window in the darkness, 
enter her deserted chamber, take what I sought, 
and retreat undiscovered. 

To the house, then, we drove, arriving about 
one o'clock in the morning, and I proceeded to 
work. 


The unexpected happened. It had never oc- 
curred to me to think of danger from the direc- 
tion of old Riggs—I had conceived my uncle 
and the single-barreled shot-gun to be the only 
menaces. It may be inferred, therefore, that I 
was greatfy discomfited when old Riggs, shak- 
ing as though he had an ague, suddenly 
emerged upon a side porch as I was hastening 
away with the plunder, nervously brought the 
familiar old shotgun to his quaking shoulder, 
and blazed away at me with aroar that rever- 
berated throughout the township. I was still 
more embarrassed to discover that his aim had 
been murderously good; for the blow which I 
received from the gun's missiles struck me 
with so overwhelming violence that it sent me 
sprawling upon the grass; and I thought that I 
was hurt to death. 


I lay there stunned and bleeding, utterly un- 
able to rise, and only half conscious of inter- 
esting things which were getting themselves to 
happen. Among these was the prompt and 
brave conduct of Laura, Seeing me fall, she 
sprang from the buggy, ran through the gate, 
and flung herself upon the grass beside me, 
saying things that sounded too pleasant to be 
listened toin half-consciousness. She raised 
my head and kissed me a number of times, and 
applied other and similar soothing and healing 
remedies, including tears. Then with a quick 
and vigorous energy she caught me around the 
body, under the arms, and began to drag me 
toward the gate, with the manifest intention of 
bundling me into the buggy and driving to 
safety with me. I have no doubt that she 
would have accomplished this task had not a 
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queer distraction supervened. 

Just as she had fairly started with me, the 
most extraordinary lamentations burst forth 
from the cottage. They came from my uncle, 
and they were so strange, incoherent, and ap- 
parently irrelevant, that they stirred my phys- 
ical fugctions to alertness, thereby enabling 
me to assist Laura in my removal. This is 
what my uncle said: 

“Oh, God have mercy! Why did you shoot 
him? Why did you fire that gun? Oh, you 
have ruined me—you have ruined me! You 
confounded old fool, why did you shoot him?” 

“Why,” stammered Riggs, frightened now 
the second time, “I—I—I thought I orter killed 
him. He’s a burglar, sir—he’s a burglar!” 

“You infernal old fool, if you had killed him 
it would have been all right; but see there! 
He’s up and going to the buggy!” 

“You didn’t want me to kill him, sir!” 

“Of course I did, you unspeakable fool; but 
now he is driving away,and I’m ruined, I’m 
ruined! If he had only fallen dead I should 
have been saved; but now I’m ruined, I’m 
ruined!” Saying that, he fell with a despair- 
ing groan. Glancing back, I saw him rouse 
himself with a mighty effort,and heard him 


shriek like a madman, “Go and catch him! 
Run him to the ends of the earth! Bring him 
back dead or alive! I'll give twenty thousand 
dollars for his body!” And then he fell back 
all ina heap. . 

Laura, supporting me with one arm, drove 
rapidly with the free hand straight toa sur- 
geon’s house. 

I was very ill and faint; my head fell over 
upon her shoulder, and the stars swung alarm- 
ingly to and fro across the sky; I could feel the 
blood pouring down my back, and frightful 
sharp pains tortured every nerve in my body. 
But it was good to feel Laura’s supporting arm, 
to hear her a words of cheer, to rest my 
cheek upon her warm, comfortable shoulder, 
and to feel her sweet breath on my face and her 
lips now and then on mine. It wasall sosweet, 
oS my honor, that I thanked Heaven I had been 
shot. 

Her cries at the surgeon’s gate brought that 
gentleman out, and she quickly told him what 
the trouble was, without Gr ptrerts its cause. 

With no loss of time he led me into the house, 
stripped the upper part of my body, laid me 
face down on a table, and began his work. 
Quickly and dexterously he picked the missiles 
out of my back, and presently he said: 

“The punctures are very shallow—your in- 
jury is trivial.” Still he worked busily, having 
my courageous Laura to help him with the 
water, sponges, and other things. 

“Extraordinary!” he finally exclaimed. ‘The 
ag was loaded with glass!’”’ He declared that 

e had never heard of such a thing, as he 
picked out one blood-covered bit of glass after 
another and laid it with the others on the table. 

But finally he was done, having dressed the 
shallow wounds, and told me I was able to drive 
home. Being a wise and prudent girl, Laura 
gathered the bits of glass into her handker- 
chief and thrust them into her pocket. Then 
she drove me some miles further, to the house 
in which she was living, and put me snugly to 
bed, declaring that I was in as great need of 
concealment as she, and, besides, that she 
wanted me where she could take care of me 
her very own self. 

“Cruel old glass!’’ she exclaimed, with tears 
in her eyes, as she washed the bits in my pres- 
ence. ‘But how bright and beautiful they are!” 
she cried, bringing them to my bedside, and 
showing them to me. 

Iam pained to say that, my poor dear uncle 
died of spopieny that night, and that none of 
the people who Supescee to administer on his 
affairs ever found the two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars worth of diamonds that he 
had hidden in the barrel of the rusty old shot- 
gun. 

I'll wager my year-old baby Laura’s right 
hand that very few men have been shot rich 
with diamonds. 





CROOKED JOE. 
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GREAT railroad 
depot may not be the 
best school for a boy, 
yet poor little Joe 
Burk had _ scarcely 
known any other. 
He could not remem- 
ber when the long 
waiting rooms, with 
their tiled floors 
and dreary rooms of 
stationary settees, and crowds of hurrying 
people, were not quite as familiar to him, and 
homelike, as his mother’s small bare house, 
which he knew as little nfore than a place for 
eating and sleeping. 

He had been but six months old when a dread- 
ful accident happened which, at one fell stroke, 
made him fatherless, and transformed him 
from a strong, well-developed infant to a piti- 
ful creature that even death refused to take. 

“What a pity that it was not killed outright,” 
said everybody save the mother; but she always 
insisted that only her constant watching over 
the little flickering life kept her from going 
mad in the first dreadful month of her bereav- 
ment. 

The officers of the railway company were kind 
to poor Mary Burk. They paid the expenses of 
the burial, and, after little Joe had slowly 
mended, employed her about the depot to 
scrub floors and keep the glass and wood-work 
bright and neat. 

When Joe was seven years oid his mother 
sent him to school. 

He went patiently day after day, making no 
complaint, but she awoke suddenly one night 
to find him sobbing on the pillow beside her. 
Only by dint of long coaxing was she able to 
find out the cause of his grief. 

Some of the rougher boys—more thoughtless 
than cruel, let us hope—had called him 
“Humpy,’ and asked if he carried a bag of 
meal on his back! 

Mary flamed with the fierce anger of mother- 
hood. “You shan’t go another day,’ she de- 
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clared. “The ruffians! [£ won’t have my dar- 
ling put upon by the like of them.” 

So Joe’s schooling had come to an untimel 
end. Yet meagre as was his stock of boo 
procter the development of his mind far out- 
stripped the growth of his stunted and de- 
formed body. 

Every bo liked the patient little fellow, 
tugging manfully at his mother’s heavy water 
buckets, and running willingly at every call of 
the station men. 

By the time he was twelve years oid he had 
picked up no small amount of information, es- 
pesky on railroad topics. He knew every 
locomotive on the road; understood the in- 
tricacies of sidetracks and switches; and could 
tell the precise moment when any particular 
train might be expected, with the accuracy of a 
time table. 

Yet the very quickness and ardor of his 
nature deepened the sense of his infirmity. 
How wistfully his eyes followed boys of his own 
age—straight, handsome, happy—who sprang 
lightly u and down the steps of the coaches, 
orth ed their way along the crowded plat- 
forms! 

For one day of such perfect untrammeled life 
he would have bartered all the possible years 
before him. Yet he never put his yearning 
into words—even to his mother. 

Mr. White, the telegraph operator, was Joe’s 
constant friend. It was he who, at odd 
moments, had taught the boy to read, and had 
initiated him into some of the mysteries of the 
clicking instrument, which toJoe’s imaginative 
mind seemed some strange creature with a hid- 
den life of its own. 

It was growing towards dark one November 
afternoon. Joe— 
mever an un- 


welcome _ visitor— 
sat curled up in a 
corner 0 Mr. 


White’s office, wait- 
ing for his mother 
to finish her work. 
He was_ spelling 
out, by the fading 
light, the words 
upon a page of an 
illustrated news- 
paper, quite oblivi- 
ous to the ticking, 
like that of a jerky 
and rheumatic 
clock,which sound- 
ed in the room. 

Mr. White, too, 
had a paper before 
him, but his ears 
were alive. Sudden- 
ly he sprang to his 
feet, repeating 
aloud the message 
which,thatmoment, 
flashed across the 
wire: 

“Engine No. 110 
running wild. Clear 
the track.” 

He rushed to the 
door shouting the 
news. 

“Not a second to 
spare! She'll be 
down in seven min- 
utes,” he shouted. 

The words passed 
like lightning. Ina 
moment the yard 
was ina wild com- 
motion. Men flew hither and thither. Yard 
engines steamed wildly away, the switches 
closing behind them. 

The main track was barely clear when 110 
came in sight, swaying from side to side, her 
wheels threatening to leave the track at each 
revolution. 

She passed the depot like a meteor, her bell 
clanging with every leap of her piston, the 
steam escaping from her whistle with the con- 
tinuous shriek of a demon, and the occupants 
of the cab wrapped from view in a cloud of 
smoke. 

Some hundred rods beyond the depot the 
track took a sharp upward grade, from which 
it descended again to strike the bridge across a 
narrow, but deep and rocky, gorge. 

Men looked after the flying locomotive, and 
then at each other with blanched faces. 

“They’re gone! A miracle can’t save 'em,” 
= one, voicing the wordless terror of the 
rest. 

“If they don’t fly the track on the up-grade, 
they’ll go down as soon as they strike the 
trestle,’ said another. 

The crowd began to run along the track, 
some with a vain instinct of helpfulness, some 
moved by that morbid curiosity which seeks to 
be “‘in at the death.” 

But look! Midway of the long rise the speed 
of the runaway engine suddenly slackens! 

“What does it mean? She never could ’a’ 
died out in that time!’ shouted an old yard 
man. 

Excitement winged their feet. When the 
foremost runner reached the place the smok- 
ing engine stood still on her track, quivering 
in every steel-clad nerve, her great wheels still 
whizzing round and round amid a flight of red 
sparks from beneath. 

“Who did it? Who stopped her?” 


The engineer, staggering from the cab, with 
the pallid face of the fireman behind him, 
pointed, without speaking, to where a little 
pale-faced, crooked-backed boy had sunk down 
panting with exertion beside the track. 


At his feet a huge oil-can lay over-turned and 
empty. 

The crowd stared at one another, open- 
mouthed. Then the truth flashed upon them, 


“He oiled the track!” 
“Hurrah for Crooked Joe!” 


They caught the exhausted child, lifted him 
from shoulder to shoulder, striving with each 
other for the honor of bearing him,and so in 
irregular, tumultuous, triumphal procession 
they brought him back to the depot and set him 
down among them. “ 


‘Pass the hat, pards!” cried one. 


It had been pay-day, and the rescued en- 
gineer and fireman drop ed in, each, his 
month’s wages. Nota hand inall the throng 
that did ‘not delve into a pocket. There was 
the crisp rustle of bills, the chink of gold and 
silver coin. 


“Out with your handkerchief, Joe! Your 
hands won’t hold it all! Why, young one, 
what—what’s the matter?” for the boy, with 
scarlet cheeks and burning eyes, had clinched 
both small hands behind his back—the poor, 
twisted back laden with its burden of deform- 
ity and pain. 

“No, no,” he cried, in a shrifl, high voice. 
“Don’t pay me! Can’t you see what it’s worth 
to me, once—just once in my life—to be a little 
use—like other folks?” 


The superintendent had come from his office. 
He laid his hand on the boy’s head. 

“Joe,” he said, “we couldn’t pay you if we 
wished. Money doesn’t pay for lives! But you 
have saved us @ great many dollars besides. 
Won’t you let us do something for you?” 

“You can’t! you can’t! nobody can!” 

The child’s. voice was almost a shriek. It 


seemed to rend the air with the pent-up agon 
berpepaty F p agony 

















“There’s only one thing in the world I want, 
and nobody can give me that. Nobody can 
make me anything but ‘Crooked Joe.’” 


The superintendent lifted him and held him 
against his heart. 

“My boy,” he said, in his firm, gentle tones, 
“you are right. None of us can do that for you. 
But you can do it yourself. Listen to me! 
Where is the quick brain God gave you, and 
the brave heart? Not in that bent back of 
yours—that has nothing todo with them. Let 
us help you to a chance—only a chance to work 
and to learn—and it will rest with you, yourself, 
to say whether,in twenty years from now, if 
you are alive, you are ‘Crooked Joe’ or Mr. 
Joseph Burk.” 

* * * . 

Not tong ago a friend said to me, ‘Court is in 
session. ou must go with me and hear the 
most eloquent speaker I ever listened to.” 

The court room was already crowded at our 
entrance with an expectant audience, gathered 
to hear the plea of one of the most brilliant 
orators, as well as ablest lawyers in the district. 
Every one was eager to see him. 

When he rose I stretched my neck to get a 
gieapee of him, and I felt a shock at first as the 

warfed figure met my eyes; but one look at 
the noble, intellectual face, and I forgot that; 
and when he began to speak, I seemed to feel 
the lofty spirit free itself from the mis-shapen 
body. For two hours I was held spellbound by 


* * * 


the eloquence, the nobility of mind as well as 
the logic of the lawyer. 

When he was done I turned to my friend. 
“Who is he?” I asked. 

“Mr. Joseph Burk,” was the reply. 





“HURRAH FOR CROOKED JOE.” 


The Light That Would Not be Put 
Out. 


WRITTEN FOR CoMFoRT BY ZACH, Z, ZOXZY. 
Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


AM not a believer in ghosts, 
have never been accounted 
superstitious, nor accused 
of spiritualistic tendencies; 
and yet lam convinced that no 
impassable gulf lies between 
the quick and the dead. Nay, 
more, I know that the soul can 
and does, at times revisit its 
terrestrial home and make its 
presence known to the living. 
I write thus positively, know- 
ing well the strangeness of the 
thing whereof I write, because 
my own life hath felt the touch 
of a soul from the dead. 

Three weeks before the night on which this won- 
drous experience came, my brother, twin to my only 
sister, died. Ah, how we mourned him, my sister 
andl! Yet not so deeply did I mournand miss him 
as did Alice, Perhaps the mystery of their joint 
birth knit their souls closer together. Besides I had 
acomforter; she had none, saye the Good Father, 
whose hand stilleth the wild throbbings of each 
wounded heart, Ihad Ellen, my betrothed, whom I 
loved better than sister or brother, than aught else 
on earth. 

On the night whereof I write, the white snow lay to 
the depth of a foot atop the black ground, the north 
winds whistled shrilly, and the fast falling flakes 
rode fiercely upon the back of the storm. It was a 
night to make’ one thankful for the roof-tree above 
the head and the comfortable bed in which to lie; a 
night, when the warm glow from a blazing fire tickles 
the heart. 

Sister and I sat by the stove talking in low tones. 
For the most part we spoke of the dead, of the 
brother whose vacant chair still sat by the hearth 
and whose presence still seemed to pervade and hal- 
low the room. For some time the soft blue eyes of 
Alfee had been regarding me wistfully, her tender 
love shining through their tears. At last, drawing 
her light shawl closer about her shoulders and mov- 
ing her chair nearer to me, she said, with a slight 
tremor in her sweet voice: ‘‘John, somehow I feel as 
if lear brother was very near to-night, and—and as if 
he was trying to tell me something and couldn’t. 


What can it mean, John?” and she laid a trembling 
hand upon my arm. 

“Sister,” I replied, as very gently I stroked with 
my rough palm the soft back of her white hand, “I 
fear that it is not good for you to be alone so much 
with your sorrow. Your thoughts grow morbid. The 
dead come not back to the living; or, if sucha thing 
is possible, this, 1 am sure, would be dear brother's 
message tous: ‘Love me ever; but mourn me not. 
Iam happy; be happy yourselves.’ But come, away 
with such thoughts! The hour grows late; let us to 
bed.” AsI thus spoke I arose from my chair and 
bade my sister good-night. 

“Ah, John,” she said gazing =P into my face, with 
a look in her blue eyes that liked me not. “Ah 
John, this isa strange world, a wondrous life; an 
death—what hand hath a key to unlock it to the liv- 
ing!—death hath mysteries you or I know not of. 
And yet, and yet—good-night, dear brother,” she 
ended abruptly. 

“Alice, drive these wild thoughts from your brain. 
They are not good for the soul,’ I answered; for I 
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“Augu: 
Flower 


‘‘Tam happy to state to you and 
to suffering humanity, that my wile 
has.used your wonderful remedy, 
August Flower, for sick heataie 
and palpitation of the heart, with 
satisfactory results. Forseveral years 
she has been a great sufferer, has 
been under the treatment of eminent 
physicians in this city and Boston, 
and found little relief. She was in- 
duced to try August Flower, which 
gave immedaite relief. We cannot 
say to much for it.’ L,. C. Frost, 
Springfield, Mass. @ 
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liked it not for her to dwell overmuch upon what to 
my plain mind was beyond all comprehending and 
therefore not worth the pondering. ‘“Good-night, 
sister,” and I turned and went to my bed-chamber in 
the upper part of the house. 

Perhaps fifteen minutes had passed when, sud- 
denly, the stair door was thrown open and a voice I 
could hardly recognise as Alice’s, so fall of fright 
was it, called: “John! John! ! Come down! 
Come down quick!!! I was out of bed in a 
moment and, harrying on a few clothes, hastened to 
Alice. 


She stopped near the center of the room, white as 
the loose robe which enveloped her form, with both 
hands leaning upon the table, whereon sat the lamp 
staring at its light. From head to foot she was allo 
a tremble and her eyes were big with an hwful terror. 

“Alice! Alice! ! What has happened! What is 
the matter! !'' I cried, as I quickly sprang to her 
side and laid a hand upon her arm. 

“John,’’ she whispered, ‘John, thrice have I blown 
out this lamp and thrice, with the sound asof the 
muffied beating of a great drum, has the lamp re- 
lighted itself. What can it mean, John? O, what 
can it mean?” and turning she seized my arm with 
both her trembling hands. 

“Dear sister,” I said, as very gently I stroked the 
soft brown of her hair and drew her close to my side. 
“Dear sister, you are weary and nervous and the 
wildness of the storm witbout has disturbed your 
fancy. See, the lamp does not light of itself and 
there is no sound of the beating of a great drum. 
Look, I blow out the light.” AsI thus spoke! bent 
forward and blew upon the flame of the lamp and the 
light went out. Alice threw both her arms around 
my neck and clung tightly tome. For a moment all 
was darkness and there came no sound, save that of 
the shrieks of the winds and the groanings of the 
trembling timbers, for the storm still raged without 
and beat fiercely against the house. 

‘*See, sister, all is as I—” 

I stopped abruptly. The air began to palpitate as 
with the muffled beatings of agreat drum. Thesound 
was not loud and seemed not to come from any 
particular direction, but to fill theentire space of 
the room. And then, all of a sudden,a blue flame 
leaped from the surrounding darkness tothe lamp, 
the drumming died away, and there, not six feet to 
the front of me, sat the lamp burning brightly. 

For the space of some few moments I stood too 
awed to speak or to stir, with Alice clinging to me. 
It was the thought of her which first recalled me to 
my senses. She was trembling so violently that I 
feared the fright might work her harm and, placing 
my arm around her, | half bore her to the lounge and 
sought to quiet her alarm. 

“Alice,” I said, as I seated myself by her side. 
“let not these strange things we have witnessed 
trouble you. Whence came the sound and light we 
know not; neither need we care. They have not 
harmed us. See, everything in the room is just as it 
was, Let the lamp burn; we will not quarrel with 
the spirits who seem to be the self-constituted 
guardians of ita flame. Come, go to bed and think 
Do more about it. I will liedown on the lounge un- 
til morning.” 

I spoke thua boldly; but it was only tongue-cour- 
age. The fear and awe of the dread sound and the 
leaping frame still shook my manhood. 

Alice retired to her chamber, which adjoined the 
room, and I.lay down upon the lounge. The lamp 
continued to burn brightly upon the table and my 
sleepless eyes oft turned to it; but its clear flame 
glowed steadily and al! was still, save the wild storm 
without. 

Perhaps an hour had passed, when the sound of a 
heavy body falling against the outer door and a half 
stified cry came to my ears. 

In a moment I was at the door and had flung it 
wide open. A woman, closely wrapped in a great 
cloak, fell limp and helpless into my arms. By this 
time Alice was b my side. “My God!” I cried in 
agony, as I caught sight of the white face of the 
woman. “My God, Alice, it’s Ellen!” 

It was my darling. During the day she had been to 
visit a distant neighbor and, at evening, had started 
to return home, when the storm, which arose sud- 
denly, overtook her. The snow came down so fast 
and fiercely, and the darkness was so great, that she 
could not see. Soon she had lost her way and for 
hours had struggled on through the deep snow and 
the blinding storm until, just as strength and cour- 
age had deserted herand she was about tosink ex- 
hausted to the ground, her eyes had caught the 
gicam of a light shining through a window, and 

eaven had given her strength to reach our door, 
where she h: fallen, ina dead faint, into my arms 
and was safe. 

Rescued, and by the light that would not be putout! 

I know not what you may think, kind reader, but 
Alice and I know that it was dear brother who saved 
my darling from the storm that night. 
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T was a sultry night in 
August, dark, moonless, 
and without a breath of 
air astir. 

The road which Harvey 
Latimer was traveling, at 
an hour, too, when most 
honest folks were in bed, 
lay through a lonely tract 
of wood and swamp for 
several miles. But Mr 
Latimer was no coward; 
besides he was full of the 

Ss ae exhilaration a youth is 
wont to fee! when “she” has just answered the ques- 
tion in the affirmative, on which hinges to him all 
future weal or woe. 

Ashe neared the edge of the swamp he noted the 
preternatural stillness of the locality. Not a leaf 
whispered in the stagnant afr. Not a frog or tree- 
toad signalted to its fellow. There could be but one 
meaning to this—a storm was close at hand. 

He stumbled along in the pitchy darkness, and had 
about cleared the marsh, when, a flash of lightning, 
blinding in its intensity, and followed by a bellowing 
roar of thunder, lit up the country for miles around 
as with instantaneous noonday. A strange sight was 
revealed by that celestial illumination. A few rods 
away, undera blasted pine,a man witha spade in 
hand, was busy in the interment of something or some- 
body in the damp, spongy earth. His hat was off, his 
hair dishevelled, his whole demeanor that of the in- 
tensest excitement and perturbation; and, to his hor- 
ror Latimer saw, or thought he saw, Auman arm 
protruding frc-. the heap of dirt at the man’s feet, 

Had there been suiie horrid crime committed, and 
had Heaven lent its supernal agency to reveal what 


else might ever have remained a mystery? For ho 
had recognized the man with the spade as Dick Jes- 
#0 & well-known village character. 

ur hero did not wait for further revelations, but 
hurried homeward as fast as a pairof rather long 
legs could take him. He determined to keep his 
gruesome secret to himself fora while; keeping, in 
oe meantime, s surreptitious watch on the fellow 

‘essop. 

_ A few days later, Latimer set cut to call on a young 
wan by the name of Elwood, who had moved to the 
vilegs the year before. The house stood back from 
the highway, and remote from other dwellings. 





ComForz. 








He knocked several times at the door, and receiv- 
ing no reply opened it and stepped in. The room 
was empty, nor was there trace of recent occupancy. 
That indescribable something that pervades a de- 
serted human habitation seemed to chill the very air. 

Our bero, with a strange sense of dread, began a 
search of the premises. The young man’s watch and 
metal box, ip which he had often laughingly assured 
Harvey. he kept his worldly wealth, were missing; 
also all the better articles of his wardrobe. A hat on 
the floor unlike that which Elwood had worn, at- 
tracted Latimer's notice. He picked it up. Inside, 
on a soiled hat-band, he read the initiale“R. J.” A 
vision of the hatless figure in the woods flashed 
across his mind. 

Did this hat belong to Richard Jessop? Every one 
knew he was accustomed to do occasional errands for 
the student youth—had he dropped it in guilty 


Aight? 

timer returned to the vill and acquainted the 
authorities with the facts we have related, barrin 
the midnight ¢ inode in the woods; that he resolve: 
M0 withhold, till the occasion seemed ripe for dis- 
closure. 

The upebot of the investigation that was instituted 
concerning Elwood’s disappearance, was, that Rich- 
ard Jessop was summarily arrested as his probable 
murderer—tor that the missing man had been foully 
dealt with, was not to be doubted, since his valuables 
were taken; robbery being the evident incentive. 

Jessop stoutly protested his innocence, but there 
were few who believed in him. 

His trial soon came off. It was proved that the ac- 
cused had been a frequent visitor at Elwood's; that 
the last time the latter had been seen alive, the two 
had left the express office together, Elwood being the 
recipient of a valuable parcel, a fact known to his 
companion. 

An ojd woman also swore to meeting Jessop, at 
about this time, at one o’clock of a stormy morning, 
on her way home from a death-bed; ‘actin’ queer 
and wild like, and carryin’ an axe or somethin’ over 
his shoulder.” The chain of circumstantial evidence 
wanted but one link—the body had not been found. 
The prosecution closed; and a filmsy attempt at de- 
fense was set up. The principal Sreument advanced 
by the defendant's attorney being, that as Elwood's 
body had not been found, that gentleman might still 
be using it for purposes of his own, elsewhere. Pro- 
feasionally he wished to save his client from a hem- 
pen necktie; non-professionally he thought he de- 
served one. 

At the close of bis plea, Latimer, who had been 
biding his time, advanced and whispered in the car 
of the prosecuting attorney: All his life he had 
yearned to make his dramatic debut—the time was at 

and. 

The district attorney rose and announced that ad- 
ditional evidence of importance was about to be 
given; and the witness was sworn and gave his test- 
imony, in substance the scene narrated at the begin- 
ning of this sketch. “Why,” wound up the orator, 
“why did Heaven send that lightning flash at tha 
particular instant, if not to reveal yon murderer to 
the gaze of angels and men!” 

A sensational scene followed. A mob broke loose 
in indiscriminate confusion, and made for the spot 
described by Latimer. Meanwhile, the prisoner’s 
face wasa study. If one could fancy a smile born 
under such circumstances, a semblance of one cer- 
tainly flitted over his pale face, ashe listened to 
Latimer’s recital. 

Court adjourned; the prisoner was remanded to 
jail, and the authorities under Latimer’s leadership, 
moved as one man to the “grave” of Jessop's victim. 
Then, in breathless silence, the earth was removed, 
shovelful by shovelful, until asuitof clothes identi- 
fied as belonging to Elwood, but empty as when the 
tailor sent them home with his bill, were brought to 
light. “Only these and nothing more.” 

he crowd was nonplussed;. Latimer discom fited. 

Suddenly a voice caused them all to turn about, 
and no less a person than Elwood himself, advanced 
among them. ‘Ah,’ he said quietly, “sat is the suit 
I lent poor Jessop to goto a party in a few weeks 
ago. You see coming home he encountered an ani- 
mal—Mephitis Americana, I think they call it—and 
as he h no further use for the clothing, selected 
this as a suitable place for their interment. It was 
just bcfore I went away on one of my long geological 
tramps, the poor fellow was awfully cut up over the 
affair—hop the earth would remove the taint, as he 
had no money to make them good and.” with a sharp, 
sudden emphasis, ‘you were going to hang him for it, 
e 

The crowd collapaed—likewise Latimer! 

‘‘But what's a ‘mefitis mericany,’ ma?’ whispered a 
youngster, clinging to its retreating mother’s skirt. 
‘Jest a common skunk, you little greeny!” snapped 
the disappointed woman. “Nothin’ more nor less!” 
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HE wasaslim, fairy-like 
little creature. with a 
pale face and big, sor- 
rowfal brown eyes that 
seemed to melt into 
yours. But she had not 
been long in the troupe 
(Weil and Davies’ Big 
Combination) before 
everybody found out 
that she had the nerve 
and pluck of a dozen 


rider on record; first 
rate in the trapeze, too; 
and such a pretty climb- 
er she was! It was 
worth all the admission 
money just to see her go 
up the ropes—alwayr 
calm and cool, without 
hurry or flurry, like a 
bit of thistle-down 





blown by the wind. 

Everybody liked her, with one exception, and 
jealousy lay at the bottom of that one. 

There was a black-eyed brunette in the company, a 
handsome giri named Florida Strom, who had been 
the star up to the time that Zanita came; but she 
found herself matched now, if not eclipsed, and it 
made her feel pretty badly, though she tried to keep 
her mortification to herself. Women folks asa rule 
do not like to be beaten at anything; they want to 
take the lead, whether it’s in a matter of rope-danc- 
ing, or bric-a-brac, or Easter bonnets—it’s the 
principle they go for. Florida had kept ahead so 
long, she hated to lose the first place, but Zanita was 
so kind and good tempered it did seem impossible for 
them to quarrel. 

Washington's birthday was at hand, and the 
troup was to give an exhibition in a town called May- 
field, down in New Jersey. 

There were some new features in preparation, 
among others a triple trapeze act that was a little 
more difficult than anything that had yet been tried. 
Two were to go up together, and athird hada flying 
leap, ming in from one side at a critical moment 
when thé clightest miscalculation might have a dire- 
falresult. Tio three were Zanita, Florida, and Bob 
Hanley, leading s<-obat and general ladies’ man, and 
the occupant of a very ‘ender spot in Florida’s heart, 

It was fixed so that Zan.i> and Hanley were to go 
uP in the centre, and Florida had the flying leap. 
They practiced continually, the girls sometimes 
changing parts for the sake of variety, until they be- 
came equally expert in both. ‘ 

Of course a complex act of this sort is a good deal 
more risky than one in which a performer degends 
upon his own skill alone. Your safety is in osher 
hands as well as in your own, and if those hands fa/1 
you, you can’t help yourself. In this case, while the 





men, and was the finest | 


who stayed inthe centre trapeze, because sbe con- | darkness—a crash—then oblivion. | 


trolled the strap by which her companion let him- 
self down, and ifshe mismanaged that, either he or 
the girl who took the fiving leap, or perbaps both, 
would very likely come to grief. 

On the evening of the twenty-first, jnst after the 
last rehearsal of the new act, Mr. Weil, the manager, 
going into the rear tent in search of something, stum- 
bled over a figure crouching on the ground near the ' 
entrance. It was almost dark, but he could distin- 
guish the outlines of the figure sufficiently to dis- 
cover that it was Florida’s, and as she sprang up he 
saw that she was crying. A 
siete Florida, what's the matter?” he asked 

ndly. 

“Nothing,” she answered brokenly, “only I am go- 
ing away.” 

“Going away, child? Where to, and when?” 

“Now, to-night— this minute; I don’t care where,” 
war her passionate reply. 

“Ob no, Florida; you don’t mean that," said Mr. 
Weil soothingly. e knew that she had a strong 
temper, and supposed that she had been quarreling 
with some one, as was not seldom the case; and being 
a kind man, and anxious to keep matters ranning 
smoothly, he set to work to discover the cause of the 
trouble so that he might remedy itat once. But no 
satisfactory answer could his questions elicit, She 
persisted in declaring that she must and would go, 
and it was only after a long argument that she finally 
Promised to stay, at any rate, until after the hext 

ay’s performance was over. 

“You may be sorry, though, if I do,” she muttered. 

“No, I won’t child: you'll feel better to-morrow, 
and forget all about this,’ said the manager, giving 
her shoulder a friendly pat. “Dry your eyes, now, 
there’s a good girl, and don’t fret any more; you're 
tired and over-excited, and need a goud rest.’”” 

The next day a big crowd assembled, people 
flocking in from all the farms around, and the tents 
were packed long before the time set for the show to 

egin. 

While the first acts were going on, Mr. Weil went 
in quest of Hanley, who was waiting tor his turn. 

“What's this freak of Florida’s,” he asked, “about 
not having the net underneath in the flying trapeze 
act? I don’t like the risk at all.” 

“Doesn't she want the net? Well, let it go then,” 
was Hanley's reply. ‘I guess that will be all right.” 

“She's the most headstrong girl alive,’ said the 
manager, “and I am afraid to cross her now, for she’s 
in one of her queer moods, and there is no telling 
what she may do. Butl tell you, Hanley, 1 don’t like 
the risk. You recollect poor little Marcy?” 

“That was different,” said Bob. ‘Marcy was a ner- 
vous chap, to begin with, and he was not properly 
prepared. NowlI believe we could do this thing in 
the dark. Don’t you worry, Mr. Weil, nothing is go- 
ing to happen.” 

The triple act was called soon after, and Bob went 
in. In spite of his cheerful assurances to the mana- 
ger, he rather wished, as he looked at Zanita’s pale 
little face and wistful eyes, that they had not agreed 
to dispense with the net. it was a foolish whim of 

Florida’s, a very foolish whim; Mr. Weil ought not 
to have been afraid to contradict her. 

Florida’s cheeks burned in two spots of flame, and 
her black eyes glittered like stars. 

“Come,” she said in a tone of forced gayety. “let us 
get through with this,” and as she spoke she caught 
hold of the rope of the centre trapeze. 

“Hold on,” said Hanley, ‘what are you doing? 
You don’t belong here to-day.” 

“It's all right.” was her reply. ‘‘Zanita and I have 
settled it. She’s to take the flying leap. 

She climbed up, and Bob followed, feeling con- 
siderably nettled. Inthe first place, he thought that 
he should have been consulted; in the next, he ob- 
jected strongly to the sudden change of plan. 

“Who proposed this?” he asked. She only laughed 
inreply. He glanced over at Zanita, who wasup in 
her place by this time, and she telegraphed back a 
isok which plainly told him that ste was not to 

ame. 

“(What makes you look so sour?’ asked Florida as 
they set to work. 

“Weil,” said Bob, rather curtly, ‘I object to being 
taken by surprise, that’s all.” 

“Oh, is that all? I was afraid you might feel dis- 
appointed,” was the mocking rejoinder. “But after 
all, Zanita isn’t so very far off.” 

Gf course this little speech enlightened Hanley at 
once. It was jealousy, then, which had made Florida 
so anxious to keep Zanita and himself apart. He 
turned off his annoyance with a laugh. 

“If you wanted my company," he said pleasantly, 
“of course I can only feel flattered.” 

“Yes, I wanted your company,” she rejoined, “be- 
cause I have something to say to you in private, and 
I may not find another opportunity as good as this.” 

It occurred then to Bo 
make love to him, and the idea made him quake and 
turn hot and cold all over. 

While they talked, they were going through the 
usual preliminaries, easy work which came first and 
required very little attention. 

“T want you to know," she continued, “ that I’ve 
watched you pretty closely, and that you haven’t 
kept your secret from me.” 

“What on earth are you talking about?” said Bob. 
“IT have no secret that I know of.” 

“As if you could throw dust in my eyes!" she 
scornfully exclaimed. ‘Don’t I know that you are in 
love with that little milk-faced doll over there, and 
she with you? Any fool might discover that.” 

“You are crazy!” said Hanley. “Furthermore, I 
must request you to speak in more civil terms of 
Zanita, if you mean her. In fact you had better not 
mention her at all.” 

“I shall mention her only so faras to say that if 
You are counting on getting her for your wife you are 
making a mistake, for that will never happen!” she 
hissed out, her eyes glaring into his. 

“I am counting on nothing,’ answered her com- 
anion, coolly, “You are making yourself ridicu- 
ous, Florida. There is nothing between Zanita and 

me.” 

“You are lying, and you know it,” she breathed 
with suppressed fury. “But ga wil be sorry 
enough for this. I hope you said your prayers this 
morning?” 

“Come, enough of this,” said Hanley impatiently 
for he was beginning to lose his temper. “Let's get 
to work; time is going.” 

“And Eternity is coming,” she replied, still glar- 
ing at him. 

Had she really gone crazy? Hanley began to think 
so, and the idea was not a pleasant one. But their 
big act was coming, and needed the concentration of 
all their forces; and as he realized this. his brain 
cleared, and his pulses grew steady, and every mus- 
cle in his body seemed to turn into steel. 

“Ready!” he said. ‘Be careful now, and look ont 
for my signal.”’ 

As he buckled the strap to his belt, he was as cool 
and undisturbed as he bad ever been in his life. The 
momentary excitement caused by Florida’s remarks 
had passed off, and he was ready to treat the whole 
matter as a joke. When he had finished his prepara- 
tions he looked up at her and smiled. 

“Let us be friends,” he said extending his hand. 
She took it, squeezed it hard and dashed it from her 
with a sort of smothered sob. 

The audience took this fcr a part of the aet, and ape 
plauded, 

Then he dropped, and swung in mid-air. 

Just then the band playe a slow, plaintive air, 
keeping time to the motion of his body as he swayed 
to and fro. The tune was “Robin Adair.” 

“Bob,” said Florida in a low, tremulous tone. He 
looked uP: 

“Bob, I am going to let you drop.” 

He laughed. 

“Are you?” he answered carelessly. 

“Bob, Iam notin fan. I mean what I say.” 

“Well, wait till we get through,” said Hanley, 
“then you may drop me, as quick as you like.” 

“Listen,” she said. ‘I am loosing the strap at this 
end. When it slips from the buckle you will go 
down—down, and nobody can stop you. Do you 
understand? I am going to kill you, so Zanita can 
never get you—never.” 

Before she finished speaking he felt that she was in 
deadly earnest. For an instant his brain reeled— 
should he cry out for help? No, he had never beena 
coward. Besides, if he should be mistaken, what a 
foo] he would appear! 

“I'll give you one chance,” went on the low, in- 
exorable voice. ‘Promise to marry me, and I'll not 
do this. Will you promise?” 

“Marry you?” said Hanley. “Not for your weight 
in gold.” i 

“Then I will let you drop.” ! 

“Go ahead,” was his reply, ‘and be—well, no mat- ; 





three were all more or less responsible for one | *¢F What.” 


another, the chief responsibility lay with the girl 


& second later. and he felt himself slip. ‘There was | 
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that she might be going to! 
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When he came to himeelf, he was lying ons bed; 
People were around him, and Zanita was bathing bis 
Ww 


Ow. 

Was it she who bad saved him, or am angel in dib- 
guise 

They told him, afterwarde, how she had made ber 








fying leap, but not as it was on the pro; me; 
how, catching a dangling rope, she had sejsed him 
had broken his fall, and broken her own slendez 


wrist in the act. 

But a broken wrist 1s a small matter, when it leads 
to \he discovery of a beautiful secret which brightens 
two lives—and Florida was forgiven. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS 
forall of you, my mil- 
lion and more nephews 
and nieces! And if I 
could, I would send 
Santa Claus to each 
with a special message 
and a gift. Who can 
tell what Christmas 
means, anyway? A 
great many of you, I 
am sure, and yet there 
are hundreds who 
can't. 

it is a 
story; howone Decem- 
ber night, just 1893 years ago. a little baby-boy 
was born, in the far-off city of Bethlehem. 
They were poor people, his father and mother; 
and they had to sleep in a stable, because, the 
Bible tells us, “There was no room for them at 
the Inn.” Perhaps they were too poor to pay 
for it if there had been. Anyway, the little 
ehild Jesus, was laid ina manger for his first 
gradie. An old English superstition even now, 
says that all the oxen everywhere kneel in 
their stalls on Christmas eve, just as those oxen 
























im the stable at Bethlehem of Judea knelt in | 


adoration of that baby who afterward became 
the Christ, and whose birth Christmas cele- 
brates. 

All the world joins 
wow in making it ® 
festal day; and all 
eountries celebrate it 
im their own peculiar 
way. I hope most of 
you know how to 
make a Merry Christ- 
mas in America. 
Where is the boy or 
girl that has never 
seen a Christmas tree? 
if there are any, some- 
Shing is wrong, for 
they have been cheat- 
ed out of a real birth- 
right. Since away back 
im the middle ages all 
Gittle German and 
English children have 

Christmas trees. 
& smal ever-green 
free is ‘brought into 
the house and prop- 
pea up with stones 
anke: with moss. 
Then it is hung with 
eandles and fancy 
timsel ornaments, 
mnie i of pop-corn, 

ed nuts and queer 
itt}e toy animals,with 
plenty of candy ay 
gnc apples. Over in 
North Germany, for 
centuries, it has been 
the custom for all the 
parents to send their 
thildren’s gifts to 
some one man, who 
dressed upina white 
robe, a mask and a 
hig flax wig, and went 
from house to house 
as “Knight Rupert’; 
he first inquired of 
the parents about each 
ehild’s conduct forthe 
past year,and then be- 
stowed his gifts where 
they belonged! How 
do you think you 
wonld come off, if a 
real St. Nicholas 
should do that, and 
only give presents to 
such as had been truly 
good? And, by the 
way, that was the 
erigin of St. Nicholas. 
The German and 
Dutch settlers who 
came over toNew York 
more than two hun- 
dred years ago, re- 
membering the 
Knight Rupert of their 
eld country, intro- 
d@aced “Santa Claus” 
totheir new one,and American children can 
date their ,“St. Nick’ back to him. 

In England great preparations are made for 
Christmas. In olden times they began their 
holidays December 25th and kept them up until 
Twelfth Night, whichcomes on January sixth. 
Their pantries were stocked with all kinds of 
good things; geese, turkeys, ducks, beef, mut- 
ton, pork, pies, puddings, cakes, nuts, sugar, 
honey and all the fruit they could get; 
and the whole family, old and young, ate, 
drank and made merry for twelve days. Don’t 
you suppose they h to take horrid doses of 

hysic when they got through? Then they 
Balit eat fires in their, big, open fire-places, 
all of huge logs, the principal one being called 
the “Yule-log,” and kept them burning until 
Candlemas eve, which comes February second. 
Sometimes the bringing in of the yule-log was 
agreat ceremony. The log was wreathed with 
holly and ivy, and then four stout young men 
earried it in with great pomp, while others 
sang and drank from the wassail bowl. 

What was wassail? Well, it was something 
not good for little boys todrink, or for little 
girls even to smell of! 

And then, every evening, all the family with 
all the guests they could muster, gathered 
around this great fire and sang and danced and 
xed and played games; and they asked rid- 

les, and conjured with sleight-of hand tricks, 
and played forfeits. 

And then the Christmas dinner! You should 
have been there tosee! Poor little Jack Hor- 
ner who sat in a corner, would have opened his 
eyes wider than ever’ and as for the little boy 
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| blaze of fire also; because it was.and still is, 
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who cried because, as he said, he “had eaten so 
much t-t-t-turkey, he couldn’t eat any p-p-p- 
plum orca he would have wept and wailed 
and gnashed his teeth, all because there were 
so many more and such wonderful dishes! The 
first dish was always a soused boar’s head, 
with sprigs of green leaves stuck in his nose 
and ears, borne to the table in great state ona 
silver platter, while minstrels, if it were a rich 
man’s house, or children, if it were a poor one's, 
sang Christmas songs and carols. And after 
that they had venison and birds and roast pork 
and noend of good things: and to crown all 
they had an enormous plum-pudding which 
was also brought on in great state,and ina 





the fashion to pour brandy over it and then set 
iton fire; and if it isa good, well-regulated | 
pudding, the brandy all burns off by the time it 
gets tothe table. But my! how it makes the 
childrens’ eyes bulge out! 

The night before Christmas—which is Christ- | 
mas eve, you know—all the bells in France and 
England ring at midnight, because it is be- 
lieved that was the hour of Christ's birth. And 
always in the middle ages, and sometimes 
now, minstrels or children go about all night 
singing Christmas carols—just as did the) 
shepherds who watched their flocks by night, 
on the hills of Judea, 1893 years ago, when the 
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A GENUINE OLD-FASHIONED CHRISTMAS TREE. 


Comrort. 





| deals out the presents! 


rich or 





smuggled intothe house and hid under beds, 
in closets and bureau drawers. Mothers and 
aunties and grandmas have a great deal of mys- 
terious work to be done, although they look 
very unconscious when the children come 
around, and they have just slied Tommy's new 
cap or Effie’s handkerchief-case under their 
aprons. 

And then comes the last great day—the one 
before Christmas. Sometime inthe morning a 
green fir, or hemlock or spruce tree is brought 
inand set upin the parlor. In the afternoon, 
mamma and one or two other privileged older 
people, shut themselves up in there. And then 
at night, how hard it isto be sent off to bed! 
You all hang round that parlor door—not be- 
cause you want to be naughty but because you 
just can't help it, and you just can't keep away 
until Papa says ina tone you all know so well: 

“Come, children, if you don't go to bed this 
minute, we shall not have any Christmas tree, 
and you shan’t have any presents!" 

And that settles it. But you can’t go to 
sleep. Ono! You lie awake as much as fifteen 
or twenty minutes, trying to hear what is going 
on down stairs—not because you want be 
mean and listen, but because your eyes and | 
ears just won’t stay shut. And the next thing 
you know it’s morning of the day when you 
will see that wonderful tree. And then, when 
that time finally does come! 

Well! aren’t you glad you waited? 

How lovely it looks with all its gay trim- 
mings. Perhaps there are great yellow oranges 
and big red apples, begging to be eaten; or 
pop-corn balls that only wait for a chance to 
melt in your mouth; and a big white angel 
standing in the top of the tree; and stars, and 
dolls, and tin whistles, and drums; and, nearly 
always, fat bags of candy, red and white, and | 
sweet and | o soter And if there is a 
Santa Claus all dressed up in a white cotton- 
flannel robe, and a full set of cotton-batting 
whiskers, what fun it isto watch him,as he | 
Or if there isn’t any) 
such a man there, what excitement there is in | 
finding out for yourself what there is on, or 
under. that wonderful tree that bears fruit only 
once a year and that in the dead of winter. 

“Come, Herman, see your Christmas pres- 
ent!” and there is a beautiful pair of new 
trousers (made out of father’s old ones). Or, 


“Here, Helen, here is yours,” and out comes a 
winter cloak and a pair of red mittens. And 
Johnnie gets a whistle and aslate,and Ella a 
doll, and Tommie a pair of skates, and so on 
down the list. None are left out on Christmas 
day, even if they haven't been perfect children | 
through the year. 

No matter what a child’s future ma 

reat he may become, unless h 
has enjoyed the real, merry, true spirit of 
Christmas, unless they can look back on the 
Christmas tree of their early home, they have 
missed one of the birth-rights of their exist- 
ence. 

But there are fami- 
lies, too, who do not 
| have Christmas trees. 
They have a pleasant 
substitute for it, 
though. You all know 


be, how 
eor she 





children hang up their 
stockings on Christ- 
mas eve, round the 
chimney; and how 
Santa Claus drives 
down all the way from 
the North Pole, with 
eight reindeer and 
a big sleigh full of 
presents, and drivin 

right up on the roof, 
jumps out, and runs 
down the chimney and 
puts his presents in 
all the little stockings 
until they are puffed 
out and swollen as I 
hope they never will 
be on your fat, smooth 


egs. 

You don't believe it? 
O yes you do; and 
most of you have tried 


it. 

But, in the midst of 
all this Christmas 
gaiety, we cannot help 
thinking of the poor 
chilcren, for there are 
some such, who will 
have no Christmas, 
who willsee no Christ- 
mas trees and hang up 
no Christmas stock- 
ings. Again, there are 
men and women s0 un- 
fortunate as to have 
no children to 
brighten their home. | 
And others, who once 
had and have _ lost 
them. Why should 
these not make a) 
Merry Christmas for 
some poor children | 
who would otherwise 
have no part in this 
great holiday? Let 
them go and get atree 
and send it to some 
poor home with a few 
simple, useful pres- 
ents to put on it. Or, 
better yet,let them set 
it up in their own 
home and make it as 
bright and attractive 
as they can and invite 
all the poor boys and 
ed to come and see 
t, and enjoy the 














angels told them about that little baby born in 
astable. And even to this date, minstrels from 
the mountains back of Naples and Rome, in 
Italy, descend to the cities and carol wild 
music on the streets of those cities; and in 
Wales, the little Welsh children do the same 
for their little villages. 

In this country the people do much as their 
ancestors did. Some German families, instead 
of having a tree, build a little wooden house, 
about three feet square and high, with real 
doors and windows, with a yard around it, and 
trees set out; and they pile their presents for 
each other around or inside it, and have a 
great time, perhaps with a “Knight Rupert” 
over it,and they keep this house all winter. 
But most Germans, think, have a tree all 
gaily decorated with bright colored paper orna- 
ments and lighted candles and toy animals and 
tinsel strings and things; and it looks very gay 
and attractive. The old Puritans that came 
over to New England would not celebrate 
Christmas, not because they did not worship 
Christ but because they did not worship him 
as others did, and they did not want to adopt 
any customs of the old country they had left 
behind. But most of their descendants, who 
are settled all over the United States to-day, 
celebrate Christmas and have trees and all 
sorts of good things. 

And after all, most of us celebrate it about 
alike. For weeks beforehand there are mys- 
terious consultations in sly nooks and corners; 
and the burden of them all is, ““‘What shall I 


it 


ve to Georgie?” and “What can I get for’ 


ary?” Strange-looking paper packages are, | 


is 


warmth an sweet- 
ness of their honse, giving each one some useful 
present. I am sure no child who is thus “given 
a Christmas,” will ever forget it; and I am still 
more sure that the good which the older, child- 
less people would receive, would far exceed that 
of the children. 
Do you know the story of the little boy who 
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was very, ver: oor, and his mother was 
obliged to sell all their bed-clothes to buy 
bread? One bitter cold Christmas eve, they had 
nothing left, and when the little boy com- 
plained of being cold, his mother looked 
around and saw nothing to put on him but the 
cupboard door. So she put that over him, and 
they curled down together and began to get 
warmer; and pretty soon the little boy said: 

“O, I'm so sorte for the little children who 
Bere no cupboard doors to keep them warm to- 
night.” 

And so we are all sorry for the dear children 
who haven’t anything—not evenansxple or a 
bit of cake for a Christmas prescut to-night; 
and for them, more than for avy other, we most 
earnestly wish o “Merry Christmas and a 
brighter New Year.” Uncle CHARLIE. 
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‘end at once to Inventors Co. N. ¥. P.O. Box 2838 


Comrort. 


Ww 











Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 





E have so many good 
things in our hive nowa- 
days, that it is difficult 
to tell just what to pre- 
sent first; but as every- 
body is on the lookout 
for Christmas sugges- 
tions, a few things that 
may be used for Christ- 
mas gifts will not come 
amiss. Photograph 
frames are always ac- 
ceptable, and here are 
some good directions 
from Mrs. F. L. Dayton, 
Muscatine, Iowa: 


“Busy Bees: Take a 








Wy piece of cardboard, cut 
it the size you wish, square, round, diamond 
or heart-shape. Cut out the place for the photo. 
Take a heavy piece of cotton lace and glue it 
smoothly on the frame, cutting out and joining 
at the corners neatly. Tack a cord (a corset 
lace for, instance) around the opening for the 
picture, size it well with white glue or starch. 
When thoroughly dry (which must be done be- 
tween weights to keep flat) paint the white and 
touch the heavy parts of the lace with gold or 
silver as may be preferred. Hang with a cord 
and tassel, or paste a pasteboard standard on 
the back. Photograph frames are pretty cov- 
ered with chamois skin, and designs, scrolls, 
etc., put on in browns and gold. I made some 
lovely ones of fine white satin damask em- 
broidered in wild roses, clover and violet in 
natural colors of floss. These covers can be 
taken off and washed when soiled. In making 
up white linen ones, I put a layer of sheet wad- 
ding between the frame and the cover. Size 8x 
10. Make the opening for the picture lower at 
one side, leaving a larger space at the top fora 
cluster of flowers and a bow-knot of ribbon. A 
pretty souvenir for a friend’s guest chamber 
was made of a piece of fine silk bolting cloth 


7x9, gilding the edge irregularly like the edge 
of fine decorated china. Use gold powder 
mixed with gum arabic in a saucer, then none 
is wasted when it is dry it can be moistened 
again’ n write on the bolting cloth the fol- 
lowing lines: 


‘Sleep sweetly in this quiet room, 
O thou, whoe’er thou art, 

And let no mournful yesterdays 
Disturb thy peaceful heart; 

Nor let to-morrow scare thy rest 
With dreams of coming il]; 

Thy Maker is thy changeless friend— 
His love surrounds thee still. 
Forget thyself and all the world, 
Put out each perks J light; 

The stars are watching overhead, 
Sleep sweetly thou; good-night.’ 


Then take a piece of white satin, lined, and 
put the bolting cloth in the centre, with as 
much margin as you like. Paint a crescent 
moon and little stars in gold, hang ona gilt 
banner rod and finish with gilt tassels on the 
bottom. There are many pretty things made 
nowadays of chamois skin; table covers are 
especiaily beautiful. The largest sized skins | 
cost about one dollar and a quarter. One of 
the prettiest covers had a plain centre of about | 
ten inches, with a circle of scroll patterns) 
around it. From the scroll diverged stems, 
leaves and flowers, natural size, of various 
kinds, roses, morning glories, daisies and 
small sun flowers. After stamping the design 
paint the flowers, leaves and stems in natural 
colors; I use oil colors diluted with turpentine 
or gasoline, thin enough to just tint the skin. 
If you a much paint on, it will stiffen the | 
skin. hen the tinting is dry, take twisted | 
embroidery silk, outline and vein all the leaves. 
Outline the stems and embroider all_the flow- 
ers with long and short stitch. Then use 
metallic iridescent beads No.8. Put themon 
plentifully around the edges of the flowers and 
‘eaves, two and three in @ stitch; the more 
beads used, the prettier and richer the work 
will be when finished Aiter the embroidery and 
bead work is finished, take twisted embroidery 
silk and make long and short, uneven stitches 





between the leaves. flowers and stems, making 
a kind of crackle work over the chamois skiu 
in the embroidered part, but not in the centre 
or edge outside the work. The silk should be 
as near the color of the skin as possible. About 
three inches from the outer edge, if the skin is 
large enough, sew a gold braid or a cord of 
beaded tinsel all around, then slash a fringe of 
the skin. Incase the skin is not large enough, 
it can be pieced in the fringe and not show, if 
sewed neatly to the cover under the braid or 
cord.” 


Mrs. D. E. Moffett, of Corning, Iowa, also 
sends a very poy set of rules for using up 
odd pieces of bright yarns, etc., and making 
them into useful and practical artides. She 
says she got her idea froma piece of Brussels 
carpet, which suggested to her an imitation. 


“T went to work at once to carry out thatidea, 
and procuring a smooth piece of fence-wire a 
ard long, bent it into a square frame, twisting 
the ends firmly together on one side for a 
handle, then tied one end of my dark colored 
yarn to the left-hand corner of the frame and 
wound firmly and evenly, completely around 
the whole frame until it was all filled two or 
three strands deep. This was done for the 
back-ground for my brighter yarns. I then 
basted into the frame very tightly on one side 
a lining like a quilt lining of thin cloth for a 
foundation, then turned the frame over, and on 
the right side, or yarn side, I basted (with 
needle and thread) scraps of brighter yarns, 
half a dozen strands ina place, Turkish style, 
basting all the ~— arallel, or nearly so, 
with the yarn in the back-ground. Any scraps 
that were long enough I threaded into a darn- 
ing needle, and basted on with long stitches on- 
the right side, and short ones on the wrong 





bags, keys and button hooks. Stuff a ball pin- 
cushion and fasten with mucilage or glue in 
the large end of the horn while the small end, 
hollowed out and lined, will hold your thimble 
nicely. A band of some conventional design in 





side, basting through, then back. When the 
decorating 
yarns were 
all basted in 
their places, 
I went to 
the sewing 
machine 
and quilted 
the whole of 
it across the 
strandsof 
Yarn, at 
right angles 
with § it, 
quilting not 
quite half 
an ineh 
apart, then 
took it out 
of theframe, 
and with a 
sharp pair 
of scissors 
cut the 
strands of 
yarn be- 
tween each 
of the quilt- 
ings, nearly 
down to the 
lining, ex- 
cept the 
yarn in the 
decorations,which should be cut nearly down 
tothe yarn in the neck-qroune, brushing the 
tufts backward with the left hand, as soon as 
cut. A very pretty, velvety, ribbed work was 
the result, with little labor expended. It was 
uickly done and it takes but little yarn. I 
then tried other decorations, roses, leaves, 
buds and animals, with satisfaction, also differ- 
ent materials, all kinds of yarn, both wool and 
cotton and embroidery silk, and soft rags, torn 
or cut fine, with good results. I was now ready 
to make the ottoman covers which needed 
larger frames and had to be rolled like a quilt. 
I used lath for the sides and narrow strap iron 
for the ends of the frame, and instead of wind- 
ing on the back-ground, slipped on the skeins 
to the frame, carefully spreading the yarn, 
making it very even on the frame, running a 
knitting needle back and ferth until the 
strands were as even asthe warpin a weaver’s 
loom, then after stretching it a little tighter in 
the frame and lining it, I pinned on two traced 
paper patterns as large as the frame, then 
asted with white thread all around the out- 
lines, pecigets long stitches on the right side, 
then cut and tore away the paper patterns, put | 
in the decorations as before described and 
quilted the two covers in the same frame. I 
have since tried other useful articles such as 
mittens, which are made in square frames, then 
cut into shape froma pattern and sewed up. 
Boys’ winter caps consisting of band and 
crown, or shoulder capes, can be made, as well 
as long strips for dress and cloak trimming. 
Wind it on in strips, skipping aspace to turn 
under, or fill these vacant strips with ribbon 
and — work bags can be made of it. 
Boxes can be covered, as well as chair cushions. 
Door mats are very nice made of this work. A 
nice varity of Christmas presente can thus be 
made, and it is a pretty art to teach. I do not! 
line all pieces, simply wind firmly upon the) 
frame and quilt, cutting nearly down to the! 
bottom strand. Try it,and your success will 
make you thankful that you ever subscribed | 
for Comrort, whose successful suggestions 
have been an inspiration to so many readers.” 
Mrs. D. E. Morrert, Corning, Iowa. 
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FRAME FOR HOME-MADE TUREISH 
koG. 





I am sure Mrs. Moffett’s suggestions will 
prove valuable to hundreds of you, as she says 
this work is useful for home-made tapestry 
covering for furniture, as well as other arti- 
cles. Why not make the boys and girls some 
caps and mittens, cover grandma’s chair, or an 
ottoman for grandpa's feet, or do some of these | 
things for Christmas? Isabella Redford sends 
an extremely practical suggestion for a sewing 
combination. 


“Take one yard unbleached butcher's linen 
Minches wide, one-half yard turkey red calico 
24 inches wide, three pieces flannel for needle 
book 2 by 8 inches, one piece thin leather 2 by 2 
inches for the inside of the bottom of scissors 

ocket, and five small rings to pane it up by. | 

‘ake one piece linen 16 by 18 inches for founda- 


tion, four pieces 7 by 8 inches, two pieces 3 by 5 
inches, two pieces 2 1-2 by 31-2 inches, one 
piece 41-2 by 7 inches, for the pockets. 


Bind 








SEWING COMBINATION, 


all around the foundation and across the top of 
each pocket with the red, cut two inches wide, 
the widest way. Make a box pleat in the bot- 
tom of each pocket, turn down seams, put in 
piace as shown in illustration and stitch down. 

he four large pockets at the corners are for 
miscellaneous articles, the one at the centre of 
the bottom for scissors, the small ones at each 
side for thimbles, the two above for spools of 
thread, and needle book at centre of top. To 
make the needle book, take one piece linen2 
by 8 inches, bind on three sides with the red, 
pink three sides of each piece of flannel, tack 
the linen piece above the flannel pieces, insert 
under binding of foundation, and stitch down.” 


“Take a large sized cow horn,” writes Mrs. 
M. M. Dee, of Chester, Oregon, “‘and boil, clean 
and sandpaper. Place screw-eyes in each end 
ofhorn and hang bya ribbon witha bow at 
each end. Then take your whisk broom and 
see where it will hang best, and mark the place 
to cut forit. It can be cut with asharp knife, 

e but a small 
saw would be 
better, 
Smooth the 
Trough edge 
with sand 








aper, and 

raw your 

broom in 

lace. Next 

asten six or 

more hooks 

upon which 

to hang scis- 

COW HORN CUSHION. sors, thread 
and button 








| cheaper. 
|drawn work, and an old mirror with cheap 





] 
gilt paint at each end of the horn improves it 
wonderfully.” 


No pleasanter surprise could be given a 
young girl at this season than torefurnish her 
bed-room; and Mrs. E. L. Hill of Dannebrog, 
Neb., gives directions for doing this prettily 
and inexpensively. A young girl's bed-room 
should always be fresh and sweet and pure, 
like herself. The one she tells about is papered 
with a light cream colored paper in a violet 
floral design. 


“The floor is covered with pretty Japanese 
matting, cool and easy to keep clean. The 
bedstead is of iron (by all means get an iron 
one as it is so much cleaner and daintier than a 
wooden one). Paint it white and with Japanese 
gold paint and camel’s hair brush gild the 
knobs and paint circles around the posts and 
where the: iron is joined together. For the 
dresser, taka a dry goods box, three to four 
feet long, two and one-half feet high, and two 
feet wide. Nail four blocks of wood an inch 
thick under each corner, and to these fasten 
castors. Fit in two shelves, cover the top with 
white oil cloth and paint it white inside and 
out. Set it with the open side out, and drape 
with white Swiss muslin with blue polka dots 
as large as a half dollar. Silkoline in har- 
monizing colors would also be pretty and 
Over the dresser put a linen scarf of 


frame painted white and gold. Seven inches 
above the mirror two iron hooks about ten 
inches long. painted white and gold, may be 
fastened into the wall, from which Swiss drap- 


ery is suspended, falling on either side of the o¢ pjiamond Dyes for 10 cents, an 





glass, and caught back with ribbons. A com- 
mon, old-fashioned wash-stand with a shelf in 
the bottom, may be painted white and the legs | 
and edge of the shelf decorated with gold 
paint. In one corner of the room, a home- 
made couch five feet long,two feet wide and 
one foot high, should be just like a long flat 
box, and have a cover of boards fastened on 
the top with hinges, sothe top can be raised. | 
This makes a convenient receptacle for keep- | 
ing bed clothing. Upholster the top with a 
straw tick, cover with old quilts tacked on at 
the edge. Cover this with blue denim and put 
a flounce of Swiss around the box. Make 
cushions of blue denim embroidered with 
white floss in outline, or cover with Swiss, with 
afrill. Do not forget to fasten castors to the | 
bottom of the couch. Above it put up brackets 
foracorner shelf. Beside the couch stand a 
i gingesd little home-made table and work-bas- 
et combined. From the grocer get a round 
cheese box with cover; in the bottom of the 
box close to the side at regular intervals, bore 
three holes the size of broom-sticks. Get 
three broom-sticks 28 inches long, put them 
through the holesinthe box, leaving them to 
prepece y ncees below the bottom of the box; 
rive nails through the sticks, which will keep 
the box from sliding; nail or screw the cover 
on top of the sticks, cover the top with blue 
felt and tack deep crochet lace around the 
edge. Paint the sticks and box white, and on 
the legs at intervals of 7 inches paint circles of 
po. and an edge of gold both on the top and 
ottom of the box. Line the box with plain 
blue cambric, paste it in with glue, gather a 
lining of Swiss and finish the es edge witha 
lace frill. Tie ribbon bows at the top of the 
box around each leg, one of blue, one of rose 
color and one of white. On the windows have 
a sash drapery of Swiss tied back with ribbons. 
A willow rocker and acommon kitchen chair 
ainted white and gold complete the furnish- 
ng of this pretty and dainty room at a very 
small cost. The ribbons may be odds and ends 
left from hats, soiled and faded, the white ones 
washed and pressed, the faded ones colored 
blue or rose color.” 


Now, with so many useful suggestions, none 
of Ay can be at a loss for ideas on the subject 
of holiday gifts. And I wish you all, collec- 
tively and individually, a “Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year!" Busy BEE. 








—_- 





Wonderful Cures of Catarrh and Consump- 
tion by a New Discover}. 


Wonderful cures of Lung Diseases, Catarrh, 
Bronchitis and Consumption, are made by the 
new treatment known in Europe as the Andral- 
Broca Discovery. If youare asufferer you should 
write to the New Medical Advance, 67 East 6th 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio, and they will send you 


this new treatment free for trial. State age and 
EE———FRE 


all particulars of your disease. 
A GRAND OFFER. E 


FR 
MME. A. RUPPERT’S FACE BLEACH. 
SEES MME. A. RUPPERT 


says: “I appreciate the 
fact that there are thou- 
sands and thousands of 
ladies in the United States 
that would like to uy my 
World -Renowned Fack 
BLEACH; but have been 
kept froin doing so on ac- 
conntof the price, which is 
£2 per bottle or 3 bottles 
ken together, 00. In 
order that ali of these ma 
have an opportunity, | will 
give to every caller, abso- 
utely free, during this 
month, a sample bottle, and in order tosupply those 
living outside of city, or inany part of the worlu, I 
willsend it safely packed, plain wrapper all charges 
prepaid, on rece’ pt of 25c., silver or stamps." 

In every case of freckles, pimples, moth, sallow- 
ness, black-heads, acne, eczema, oiliness or rough- 
ness, or any discoloration or disease of the skin, and 
wrinkles (not caused by facial expression) Face 
BLEACH removes absolutely. It does not cover up, 
ascosmetics do, butisacare, Address all communi- 
eation or call on MADAME A. RUPPERT, 
6 East 14th St., NEW YORK. 


ARKER HE_PAYS POSTAGE 


On Arctic Socks for Men, Women, Children. Highly 
recommended by Physicians a ‘ 

py Do for Home Com- = } 
fort. for the 
chamber and rf 

sick room. 



























5 PUMILST 

the manufacturer, J. H. 629 P rs 

PARKER, 107 BEDFORD 

iN, Mass. c | 








How She Saved $9.90, 


She wanted one of 
those fashionable 
capes with a triple 
collar, but the price 
was $10 and times 
were hard. She was 
telling Mrs, Handy- 
man about it. “But 
why don’t you buy = 

ackuge of Diamond 

Dyes, and color that 
old drab cloth circular 
of yours ?” said Mra 
H. “That faded, 












shabby old LS 
“No matter how olé 
and shabby it is,” 


interrupted Mrs. H. 


“ Diamond pre 
will make it just like 
new.” “But I don't 
know how.” Mra 
H. laughed and said: 
“ Why, it’s the easiest thing in the world, if you use 


Diamond Dyes.” 


And the end of it all was, she bought a package 
colored thas 
old cloak a rich brown, to match her new dress, 
and everybody complimented her upon her stylist 
me anybed 1 thing with Diamond Dyes, 
nybody can color anything with ond 
Direction book and 40 eeiag es colored cloth free. 
WELLs, RicHARDSON & Co., Burlington, Vt. 


ad 
55 | 
Pe et Ak _t_L J 


@= Our large 24.page 
a ®Catalogue, profuse. 
zoly illustrated, full 
or inrormation om 
© proper construc 
S =tion of Pianos and 
ie pero Weshipos 
test trial, ask ne 
cash in advance.seld 
on instalments, give 
ter value for 
©money thanany 
other manufactures 
Send for this book 
at once to 


BEETHOVEN ORGAN CO,, 
WASHINGTON, X, Je 


= > P. O. Box 1024 
Silk Remnants Free. 


There never was such a craze for anything as there ip 
for crazy patch york. We have made arrangements te 
getan unlimited supply of silk remnants and cuttings 
from the following first-class manufacturers; Silk 
parasol makers,Broadway gents’ and ladies'silk neck- 
wear manufacturers, leading dressmakers on Fifth 
Avenue and elsewhere,so as to produce a brilliant a» 
sortment of crazy patchwork. Each package of Silk 
Remnants contains a beautiful lot of assorted pieces, 
different colors.Ladies will find great amusementand 
profit making these remnants into quilts, tidies,scarfy, 
etc. Wewill send Two Packages of Silk Rem 
nants and the best story and famil perer tates months 
on trial, for only Twelve Cents. A dress HOURS AD 
HOME, 285 Broadway, New York. P.O. Box 119% 



















































TheHigh Speed Family Knitter 
CO) ear 
required in the household from 
on the market. A child can operate it. 
Agents wanted. For partic 
®» fy Colored with“ PERFEC- 
and are guaranteed note 
urkey-Ked, Green, Wine, Medium-Brown, Rose ami 
W. CUSHING & ., Foxcrort, Maram 
choice Seeds, Planta, dc. #1700 in cas prizca offered 
A creat 
chance to make ery ee One of my agents made @TOO and 
Our Lightning Mending Tissue will repair chet 
D ing, all kinds, kid gloves, umbrellas, mackie 
toshes, and every conceivable kind of clothing, 
R better than needle and thread and in less thaws 
C. M. PUB. Co., 68 Court St. Boston, Mam. 
did.” No Starving. No Sickness. l’articulam 
A wonderful Wire Puzzle sent absolutely, 
BEAI tiful neck, face and arms. Don't pay 50c., but 
&e. Warranted. F. KR. BIRD, Box 142, Augusta, Makee. 
‘silver wteel. One style threads on end, other on 
CASH for distributing ctreulare. Enckwe 
SAMPLE ALBUMS OF CARDS FOR AGENTS ALL POSTPam 
0 CENTS, Addrem, BANNER CO., CADIZ, OHI, 


weekly; inclose stamp. Box 589, Rochester, N. Y. 








OK MAGI 

TAINMENT 
HOME INSTRU 
AMUSEMENT. sid 
PUBLIC 


CHUR 
SUN 
coL 


ot OF 


OPTICIAN 
4.9 NASSAUS! 
NEW YORK. 


CHOOL WORK. 





EREOPTICONS 


Will knit a stocking hee! and toe im 
homespun or factory, wool or cotter 
Strong, Durable, Simple, Rapid 
and sample work, add 
jE. GEAF 
TION” Dyes will make 
——— es fide. If vot mention thir 
Orange Cotton Dyes, with new sample cards and cat» 
between Jan. 1 and July 1, and large commission paid besides. 
bis commission in about a month last Spring. Address 
halfthu time. Sample 
r FOLKS reduced,15 Ibs, a month, 
any one can make rem 
. edy at home. Miss C, Fritz,Marye 
(sealed )2c. Hall & Co.,. Box 404 R.StLouis,Me 
catalog of Snost agente gouds ever offered. ne inne 
Cassgreen M’f'g . ik 
send 10c. for sealed package, to make your skim 
SELP THREADING Sewing Needles. Weak 
side. Sample paper of either kind by mail 1 
$450 Por 1060 stamp. U8. Distributing Bureau, Chiege 
CakD 
NTERNS, ST 


Mae ten minutes, Will knit everything, 
yarns. The most practica | knitte 
“Se Satisfaction guaranteed or no 
FS GEARHART, Clearfield, Pa 
beautiful carpets and roger 
paper we will senda package each of “ PERFECTION™ 
logue, for 40 cents; single pack 0 cents. 
AT ONCE, I want good Agent in every town to sell 
Write at once for particulars and new catalogue, 
F. &. MILLS, Box 117 ROSE HILL, N. ¥. 
kage 10 cents, 12 yale 
75 cents by mail Bei 
ville, Ks., says: “I lost 50 lbs. and fee! splem 
alse 
Ladies goods also. Co., Chicago, 
soft and white, or cure pimples, freckles, moth, wrinkies, 
sighted or blind can thread them. Finest! 
Oe., 2 for 150, 4 1 
700, Money easily made selling them. C. E MARSHALL LockPont x ®. 
1 OOk. TO THE LIGHT CARDS and twe 
J ADIE §S—For pleasant, light employment, $15 


EXHIBITIONS 








IS RUPTURED. 


no pay. If you send us the names of people you know who are 


WE WILL CU 
HIM for $3. No = 


we will cure him free. Send 
SUREHOLD Co., 


stamp (if convenient 
Nortn WispHam, Seg 
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CHRISTMAS 





PERPLEXITIES. 


WRITTEN FOR CoMFoRT BY CARRIE May ASHTON. 


Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern, 


LTHOUGH to many the glad 
holiday season brings peace, 

pronperty, and happiness, 
Jf to others it brings perplex- 

ities and vexations. The 
busy woman who fills 
} the various offices of 
wife, mother, house- 
ii keeper, cook, nurse 
and seamstress, has 
little if any time for 
‘holiday preparation 
unless she steals it 


from the wee sma’ 
hours of the night. 
Now the question is, 


what can she give her 
loved ones that will 
come within the 
limited amount she 
can spend. 

If during the few 
months preceding 
the holidays she has 
kept a small note- 
book, such as was 
suggested in CoMFoRT 
recently, for jottip 
down therein fr 
time to time any lit- 
tle hints or sugges- 
tions dropped by her 
friends as to their 
wishes, she will find 
it comparatively easy 
to do her shopping. 
There are a few good 
rules to observe in 





purchasing Christ- 
mas presents. To be appreciated a present 
must be appropriate, first ofall. A large num- 


ber of remembrances are bought with no re- 
gard for the eternal fitness of things. Articles 
which combine usefulness with beauty are 
more acceptable in a majority of cases, than 
merely ornamental ones. It is not the value of 
the gift that makes it dear, but the thought 
ae pombe the sending of it. O that we 
could simplify this exchanging of gifts! 

A pot of ferns ora growing plant oftentimes 
carries more sunshine with it than a much 
more elaborate gift,and it will bea source of 
continual pleasure for many months to come. 

Let us give what we have. It was Emerson, I 
believe, who advised the artist to give his pic- 
otk the musician his music and the writer his 

ok. 

Among the many beautiful remembrances re- 
ceived last year by a Northern woman, nothing 
was more welcome than a box of holly with its 
crimson berries, sent from the sunny South by 
a thoughtful friend. : ; 

What can be more thoroughly acceptable to 
a housekeeper living in the city than ajar of 
golden butter, a basket of eggs, or a plump 
chicken? 

For the teacher, student or clerk «who lives 
toofarfrom home to spend the holidays be- 
neath the parental roof-tree,a delicious cake 
nicely frosted, or a large box of home made 
pickles or preserves will prove most welcome. 

Many who have heretofore been accustomed 
to all of te comforts of lifeand many of its 
luxuries, huv2 met with reverses of fortune 
during the past few months and must econo- 
mizejin every possible manner, and the holi- 
day season will bring to them more of sadness 
than joy. 

No matter how simple the gift, do not let the 
day pass by unremembered. There are many 
inexpensive little trifles which can be made 
from scraps of silk, wool and other fabrics 
which will carry with them good cheer and 
ae A 

. . Needle books, pin balls, pen-wipers, calen- 
dars, blotters, button-bags, shoe-bags, hand- 
kerchief, glove and jewel cases and work bags, 
are all easily made by willing and skilful fin- 


TS. 
eNcedle books have the leaves of soft flannel 
or other wool, button-hole stitched around 
the edge, with covers of chamois skin, kid or 
any soft leather. Pin balls are either round, 
oval, heart, diamond or star shaped. Two sec- 
tions of cardboard are neatly covered and then 
sewed together. Velvet, silk or wool is used 
for this purpose. 

Pen-wipers can be made in a variety of styles. 
Avery simple one shows three circular pieces 
of soft flannel with a doll’s head on top, 
around the neck of which is tied a bow of nar- 
kaa tad ribbon. Chamois skin makes a good pen- 

Tr. 
alendars of water color paper decorated 
with a pretty little sketch and an appropriate 
-quotation, are always acceptable. 

Blotters are frequently'made in the form ofa 
book with stiff covers and several pages of 
blotting paper within. Others have a chamois 
skin cover or one of water-color paper, orna- 
mented with two owls ona branch, a spray of 
holly ora little winter scene,the back being 
fastened together by means ef a ribbon run 
through tiny holes or a silk cord and tassel. 

Little bags of silk on which are embroidered 
“Button, button, who’s got the button?’ are 
very cunning and useful. 

oe-bags made of figured satine with four or 
six pockets, are very acceptable gifts. One 
made for a friendis of cream-colored satine 
with pink roses scattered over it. Six pleats 
form the pockets and are stitched in place. 
This is bound all around with pink satin rib- 
bon and finished at each corner witha bow of 
the same. A brass rod is run in the top to keep 
in place, and the bag is suspended by means of 
a brass chain. 

Handkerchief, glove and jewel cases have a 
foundation either of cardboard, wood or tin, 
and are wadded and then covered both inside 
and out with some pretty fabric. A spray of 
flowers is either embroidered or painte 
the cover. Anexquisite little handkerchief box 
is of sheer India mull over blue satine. The 
cover of the box isembroidered with tiny clus- 
ters of forget-me-nots, while the sides are 

uffed. The inside of the box is tufted and 

ied at regular intervals with baby ribbon of a 
pale blue shade. The size of itis eight inches 
square. 

Another box no less artistic has a yellow in- 
terlining and buttercups are embroidered’ on’ 
the cover, while yellow ribbon is used for tuft- 
ing the inside. Glove cases to correspond 
would be lovely gifts. 

Pretty fancy;work ba; 
tom cut from cardboard and covered with silk, 
silkolene or satine, on both sides. A bag 
twelve or thirteen inches in depth is sewed to 
the bottom and ribbons are run in the shirr. 
Anespecially dainty bag is of china silk of a 
creamy ground, with Jack roses sprinkled over 
it. It is lined with white wash silk, and red 
ribbons are run in for strings. 

Fan bags made of four lengths of satin ribbon 
or silk, cut pointed at the bottom, and with 
narrow ribbons run ina shirr at the top, are 
dainty and useful. 

Among the inexpensive gifts found in the 
shops there are little silver stamp boxes, but- 
ton hooks and glove buttoners, hat pins, hair 

ins, and fob watch chains. Calendars are 
‘ound in a great variety of styles and prices. 


have acircular bot- 
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‘The early fathers made very comfortable 





Table linen makes a most acceptable gift for 
the housewife. A dozen napkins, a set of 
doileys, some tray. cloths, or a centre piece will 
delight almost any woman, for one can never 
have too many of such things. 

A p..ir of towels with initials or a monogram 
embroidered on them, will prove both useful 
and ornamental. A _ half-dozen wash-cloths 
made of turkish towelling, with a crocheted 
edge around them, are very easily made and 
quite inexpensive, but they are far more ac- 
ceptable than many an expensive present, 

The little folks must not be forgotten by any 
means. The simplest trifles afford them so 
much enjoyment. A pretty doll with a dress 
crocheted of pink or blue saxony,and a ay | 
school-bag and parasol of the same, would 
please the most fastidious little girl. A set of 
dishes, doll’s cradle, a set of furniture, a work- 
basket, books and a toilet case are all appro- 
priate gifts for a little girl. A drum, set of 
garden tools, ball, wagon, train of cars and a 
bank, will delight a boy. For the wee ones 
there are building blocks, hobby horses and 
numerous other toys. 

It isan excellent plan to jot downin one’s 
Christmas note-book, all through the year, the 
many useful hints and suggestions that come 
through Comrort’s Busy Bee columns. Then 
when another December comes, we shall be 
ready with many practical ideas which will do 
away with Christmas perplexities. 


— 


CRADLES. 
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8 this is the month that cele- 
brates the birth of the Christ- 
child, whose cradle, the Bible 
tells us, was a manger, a few 
facts in relation to 
the cradles of the 
world will not come 
amiss, 

Adam and Eve were 
probably the first per- 





sons who were never 
rocked in a cradle, 
simply because they 


were—as the little 
Sunday-school girl 
said—“not born, but made.” And as they missed the 
griefs and sorrows of childhood,so also they missed its 
joys. And among these joys what more delightful than 
a downy cradle, with the privilege of being rocked to 
sleep to the tune of some soothing lullaby? How 
many grown people, tired with the struggles and 
cares of life, would not gladly be children again, if 
they could, and forgetting their worries and weari- 
ness, be soothed to peaceful slumber by a loving 
mother’s song! How many have never echoed that 
beautiful wish of the poet: 


‘Backward, turn backward O Time in thy flight; 
Make me a child again just for to-night; 

Mother come back from the echoless shore, 
Take me again to thy arms as of yore. 

Over my slumbers your loving watch keep. 
Rock me to sleep, mother, rock me to sleep.” 


Doubtless the first cradle was of savage ancestry. 
Eve's children were probably swung from the pen- 
dant boughs of some tree, or were wrapped in the 
skins of animals. Perhaps she was the first to sing 
“‘Rock-a-bye-baby on the tree-top."" 

The ancient Greeks used cradles and called them 
“little bed,” ‘“‘boat,” etc, They were mentioned by 
their pastoral poet, Theocritus. The ancient Romans 
also used cradles. German cradles are as old as the 
German nation. They were clumsy, wooden affairs 
that oscillated on two rude rockers; and those 
people retain the form to this day, In the fifteenth 
century cots, swinging between posts at the head and 
foot, were substituted for cradles, they being con- 
sidered an improvement on rockers. In the early 
Norman manuscripts there are descriptions of rock- 
ing cradles. The Swedish cradles of to-day are 
made like little boxes suspended from the ceiling by 
a spiral spring—something after the fashion of hang- 
ing bird-cages. The cradle of a Navajo Indian isa 
basket decorated with feathers, and it swings like a 
hammock from tree to tree, rocked by the friendly 
winds; or it is fastened onto the mother’s back, 
where the baby stares wisely all around him. 

Many cradles of great antiquity have been pre- 
served in museums. Some of these were on exhibi- 
tion at the World’s Fair. The cradle of King Henry 
—Harry ef Monmouth, as he was familiarly known— 
is still kept in Monmouth castle, England, and 
shown to visitors. 

The most celebrated cradle of which there is any 
account, is that designed for the children of Queen 
Victoria. It is @ marvel of fine wood-carving in the 
Italian style, from Turkey box-wood. The shape 
was designed by her majesty, and corsists of flat 
head and foot panels, united by a cylinder similar to 
Italian and Flemish cradles. The carvings are num- 
erous and exquisite. A beautiful female head with 
closed eyes supported on bat’s wings, and surrounded 
by seven stars, representing night; a bold. head of 
Somnus, surrounded by poppies; and carnations 
tied with ribbons, are the principal decorations. One 
end represents the arms and national motto of Ene: 
land, and the other crests and insignia of Prince Al- 
bert. The arms of England are surrounded ny the 
lion’s crest, a bunch of English roses, flying birds, 
poppies, ornaments springing out of acanthus leaves, 
two angels’ heads, a ball and crown, and friezes ot 
arabesque dolphins. The cradle of James I of Eng- 
land is on exhibition in an English museum. Among 
the cradles of pioneers there are many ingenious 
ones. Among them is the cradle made from a barrel, 
laid on its side, sawed into shape, furnished with 
rockers, and covered with cretonne or hand-painted. 
Then there is the settee cradle, which is also a home- 
made affair with the cradle at one end. Manya fine 
baby has had no more luxurious cradle than the fam- 

clothes basket, supplied with tem rockers. 
cradles 
from hewn-out logs, which were lined with bear or 
deer skins. The old-fashioned cradle with its low 
body and rockers hus gone out so completely that it 
is only in the country that we find it. Doctors now 
decree that rocking is bad for the baby, but mothers 
have never relinquished the rocking idea. |The 
perambulator, or the mother’s arms, still rock baby 
to sweet slumber; and baby, deprived of its cradle, 
is still permitted the rocking motion which induces 
sleep. Some mothers swing a hammock across the 
corner of the room, and baby is tied into a soft little 
bed in that. Of course there is no jarin the swing- 
ing motion of such a cradle, 

Inaletter published inour Busy Bee column for 
August some very unique and practical cradles were 
described, As long as there are bubies in the world, 
there will be cradles for them, unless progressive in- 
genuity evolves something better. 





SHEET MUSIC FREE TO you! 


There are numerous offers of cheap music this 
season, but here is the cheapest and best of all. The 
small sum of ten cents will bring you our charming 
musical and literary magazine three months on 
trial. You will_also receive absolutely free, 163 

ieces of po; sheet music, including That is 

ove, After Ball, You will Never Know a 
Mother’s Love Again, ’Twixt Love and Duty, Ever 
Faithful, Old Madrid, Sweet Heather Bells, Two 
Little Girls in Blue, Better Bide a Wee, Comrades, 
Ta-Ra-Ra boom-de-ray, Little Fisher Maiden, Puss: 
Cat, Annie Rooney, Bob Up Serenely, I Whistle an 
Wait for Katie, Bonnie Doon, Stop Dat Knocking, 
Kissing over the Garden Wall, Five O'clock in the 
Morning, Let Me Dream Again, When Red Leaves 
Fall, In a Cottage by tho Sea, Speak to Me, Maiden’s 
Vow, Brave Old Oak, She Worea Wreath of Roses, 
Take Back the Heart, Love Among the Roses, 
Anvil Chorus, Daddy Wouldn’t Buy Me a Bow-wow, 


Think of Me Nevermore, Lullaby, Old Zip Coon, On 
to the Field of Glory, Swiss Boy, Oh Day of Jo - 
Douglas, Tender and True, Annie Laurie, The Pa 


ing, and many others. In addition to the 3 months’ 
subscription and 163 songs (words and music), we 
will send an elegant art production in 6 colors 
(worth $1.00) entitled, “The behips ge ed All the 
above will cost you only 10 cents.-Get the most for 
the least money by sending a sifver dime to AMER- 
ICAN NATION ComMPANY, 325 H Washington Street, 
Boston, Mass, 





ODDITIES. 


Thirty thousand frogs a week are brought to 
Buffalo, N. Y., for the. market, frog’s legs being a 
delicacy demanded at all first-elass hotels, 


A cylindrical tunnel, 43 feet in diameter, with four 
floors for pedestrians, vehicles, cars and telegraph 


Petersburg. 

What are said to be the largest pair of driving- 
wheels in the world are being constructed for the 
New York Central railroad. When completed they 
will be seven feet in diameter. 


ee oe 


DO YOU HAVE ASTHMA? 

If you do, you will be glad to hear that the 
Kola plant, found on the Congo river, West 
Africa,is reported a positive cure for the disease. 
The Kola Importing Co., 1164 Broadway, New 
York,have such faith in this new discovery, that 
they are sending out free by mail, large trial 
cases of Kola Compound to all sufferers from 
Asthma, who send their name and address on a 
postal card. Write to them. 


cables, is soon to be built under the Neva at Bt. | 
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An accurate Portrait elegantly. a 
loved one is the most acceptable Christmas git 


can receive, and for this pur the e 
CoMFORT’S Artist Proof Portesite ae: b eing : 
erur faciliti large, but e ove 
Our facilities are very mi : ver 
it is therefore wise to send ‘order 1d pho 
now. See full particulars on page 14. 
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This Grand, Organ 


A complete with stool and instruction book. Safedell 
anteed. Free test trial in yourown home without a pen 
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Price $45.00 cash or 00 on credit, $10.0 


F and $5.00 per month. This offer stands uneq 






the annals of organ making. 
a lifetime—nevcr equal 


=" GOOD HOPE ORGAN 
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Each person answering this advertise- 


mentcan a handsome stem-winding, 

a zs: dust-) “arg aoe watch, 

solute! no guessing 
ay, for every sutneriber 


ay schecriotion list within the next 
days to 60,000 new subscribers. 


and weekly pers 
lished. The 1 illustrated Home Week- 
ly is beautifully and profusely Illustrat- 
issued every week and contains com- 
ments un every thing of home inte: 
all the news, latest ints on dress an 
= fashions, humorous sketches, witty say- 
Is a welcome visitor to every home. Send forthe 
trial, it is bright, cheerful and instructive, Our 
led. Send 10 ets, silver or15 cta. stamps 
and we will xend you regularly every week for three 
months copy of our Home Wee and send you one of 
our handsome watches FR EEsameday Pe eS 
is received. Send at once, ILLUSTRATED HOME 
WEEKLY, NEW YORK CITY, P, 0, BOX 2126, 
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> AROUT? 5600 SQUARE INCHES OF 
BRIGHT, HANDSOME, ODD-SHAPED 
AND PRETTY COLORED GOODS. 
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of silkand 
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ly trim to 
any es, 
53 great pri ade from these remnants. 
ple lot now for only 25c. It would cost many 
a store. GRAND OrrEs: If you order our 
AT ONCE, we will give ome absolutely FREER, 
ns of elegant embroidery silk, all different bright colors, 
This silk is worth nearly the price we ask for the remnants, 
‘you order ONE lot we will sell in your 
maka thi liheral offer, Three Jota for 6%. « five for 
AW. Wesend onzof the above com- 
EE to all who send 25 cents for 6 months 
” the best Home Monthly now 
r more than one lot as above, 


this ad. before 30 days 
USH FREE, They 
come tn 
40,000 BEAUTIFUL SOFA PILLOWS 


Left over from the World’s Fair, to be Given 
Away for Christmas. 


These Fine Satin Pillow Covers come in light , 
blue, pink and cream colors, wiih a most elegant pic- | 
ture of the LANDING OF CoLUMBUs stamped upon 
ps of rancy 


them; they make the most showy 
ornamentation you can place in your Parlor, and al- 
though thousands nave been sold at a high rate, we 
secured the remainder at Panic prices. And havin 

the fine engraving enwreathed by Ferns, Roses an 

other flowers, they are all ready for use after back- 
ing, filling with down or cotton, and sewing up. 


i 
25c. packages of Remnants advertised above if 5c. 


extra is enclosed for mailing, or will send a pillow | time to obtain all the subsoriptions, you can, 
alone with 3 months’ subscription to Comrort for 
18c., or two for 25c. You can easily sell one of these 


beautiful Art Work Covers for 25c. Address, 
Comrort Pub. Co., Box 133,Angusta, 


‘Maine. 
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send one free to anyone ordering one of the large 














contains three blades, Pruning, Buddin A 
Price $1. This cut is exact size of 2-blade 
sample, postpaid, 48c.; five for $2; blades 


world, and can do better for you than anybody 
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\ Extension Silvered Clasp, Gilt e, Spring 
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more than three inches thick, ponies in 

most tastily arranged leaves for cabinet 

| size pictures you ever saw, They will last 
and you can now get one of these superb 

| FREE for a Club of 6 yearly subscribers to 
at 25c.each We do not sell them but if yo 
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for some of your friends and sell the Al 
several doliars as it is such as was sold for | 
one time. Address, . 

PUBLISHERS OF COMFORT, Angus 





ComForT. 








Bvery Shat-In who will get up a club of five or 
more yearly subscribers for COMFORT at twenty-five 
cents apiece, may send us ten cents for each sub- 
soriber, and keep the other fifteen for herself. 

The only condition given is that you must furnish 
satisfactory proof that you are a Shut-In. Get your 
physician and clergyman, or two other responsible 
persons, to sign a statement saying they have known 
you (and how long), that you are an invalid, unable 
ie work, and that you properly belong to the Shut-In 

rele. 


No clab will be received of less than five subscrib- 
ers, and these must all be sent at one time, together 
with the amount necessary for the club. 

Money may be sent by money-order, postal-note, 
check, draft, registered-letter, or in postage stamps. 
Never send money loose in a letter. 

Try among your friends, neighbors and relatives. 
Your children at school or in factories, or your ser- 
vant-girls among their friends can bring you names 
of new subscribers. Take it up seriously, as a matter 
of business, and you will succeed. : 

All correspondence for this department should be 
directed to Sunshine Circle, care of ComFoRT, 
Augusta, Maine. 


EAR FRIENDS: 

When this letter reaches you the busy 
preparations for another Christmas day 
celebration will be going on; streets and 
stores will be thronged, and in city or 

eountry homes! busy fingers will be pre ng 
their part in this most universally celebrated 
holiday of all the year. 

Let us consider for a moment the origin of 
this day—a babe born in a stable, the son of 
humble country people, yet by His wondefftul 
character transforming the world. = 

How would He have liked best to have His 
birthday celebrated? Surely not by feasting 


.bitthday, for any act of love, any sacrifice we 
‘*make for the comfort of another, is a better 
gift than gold. 
. Bemember the story of the widow’s mite and 
give, not for the sake of giving, not in hope of 
return, not tothe rich who need nothing, but 
give out of a loving heart all that you have to 
give, if itis only one grateful, kind word, one 
smile that covers perhaps a sigh, to Lhoge about 
you, and truly your effort will be rewarded. A 
great deal of the giving of gifts at this season 
is a mere mockery—a conventional show, and 
there is nothing of the true spirit of Christmas 
_ ig it; let your gift be sincere. 
’ Another suggestion. Be ready to receive 
@raciously and gratefully what is given to 
you. It may not bethe gift yon would have 
preferred; it may be less than you hoped for, 
‘er had reason to expect, but whatever it is, re- 
ceive it with a thankful word, and donot mar 
the beautiful spirit of the day with ingratitude 
errepining. Expect nothing; be thankful for 
the least trifle. Wear » cheerful face, and so 
add your mite to the day’s good cheer, and 
gain a victory over your own spirit more valu- 
able to you than many gifts. 
“Jast as Thou wilt is just what I would will, 
Give me but this, the heart to be content, 
And if my wish is thwarted to be still, 
Waiting tin puzzle and till pain are spent, 


And the sweet thing made plain which the 
ost Lord meant.” 


Mwmanx R. Hocues, Albany, Oregon, writes:— 

_. “I have been a Shut-In for overa year with 
“Ibip disease. I have to be still and lie down 
- most of the time, and would be glad to have 
gmyone send me reading matter and flower 


:@eeds. I am fourteen years of age. I think 
. Comport ig an excellent paper.” 

‘4Qarris L. Purinton, Holyoke, Oolorado, 
t. writes:— 


a “Dear ComFort, you are rightly named. I 
‘feelas if addressing a friend. You are very 
.*kind and generous in your offer to us invalids. 
“IY can get quite a number of subscribers among 
“my friends who are glad to Helps for I have 
_ suffered a long, weary illness, terrible to bear. 
‘ But I am thankful and happy to be better, 
- Shough I know I can never be well in this life, 
_ yet I fully believe I shall have perfect health 
ae Heaven, and be richer and happier for what 
2X have suffered here. I send twelve names, 

which nets me a profit of $1.80 cash, and can 
“get more when my friends come to see me. 

our paper is growing in favor here.” 


Mas. Kare THAYER, Thompson Falls, Missoula 
Co., Montana, writes:— 
“It is comforting to know we have so many 
* kind friends though we may never meet them 
fin this world, but we will meet in Heaven 
where there is no more suffering and sorrow. 
I have had poor health all my life. I live eight 
‘ miles from town; my nearest neighbor lives 
three miles from me. The town has about 
» seventy-five houses, and there is no church, 
’ minister or doctor. I have three little boys, 
.eheir es are one, three and four years. If 
“4gome ofthe kind trlends will send me pictures 
*for a scrap-book, also silk, satin or velvet 
y pieces, I will be very grateful. Weare very 
poor, and it is all we can do to live.” 


ps. Hi, Garens, Brandy Station, Va.. writes:— 





| Marion, O., asks for the address of ceppled 


“T enjoy reading Comrort as I am a Shut-In 


from October to April. I spend most of the 
time during those cold months makin, uilts, 
doing fancy work, and reading. I can knit fine 


ae and would be glad to correspond with Mrs. 


Ouurs Woop, Cinnaminson, N. J., writes:— 

“I write to you once more; Pemiave you did 
not get my letter. My mother and I are both 
Shut-Ins and we would be glad to finish the 
quilt for Mrs.C.O. We cannot do tatting or 
knitting, but can crochet anything, particu- 
larly in zephyrs. I was sorry re in Com- 
FORT about some being so ungrateful for read- 
ing matter. If anyone sends me any I assure 
you I shall not say, ‘I have no taste for light 
reading’; but sometimes one does not know 
where to write, and sometimes one cannot 
afford even postal cards. I want to suggest 
that in bate to Shut-Ins, if two one-cent 
stamps are used instead of one two-cent ce 
it will aid those who are collecting. I shou d 
be glad of stamps, reuding matter, or remnants 
of zephyr for an afghan. can send a cinna- 
mon vine to anyone who will pay postage.” 


This letter suggests a few words. In answer 
to Mrs. C. O.’s expressed wish for some Shut-In 
to finish a crazy quilt and make a little edging, 
T had, and am still having so many addresses 
sent in it is both impossible and useless to send 
orto publish them all. I sent her in a per- 
sonal letter those I thought the most available 
for her purpose, and I have copied the ad- 
dresses of many more, together with what their 
special work is,to keep for future reference, 
Ollie Woods being among the number. I wish 
also to say again thata general acknowledge- 
ment through Comrort of favors received, is 
all that is necessary. 


Miss Mouttre E. WI tts, Lamont, Ga., writes:— 
“Tt has been so long since you let me in I fear 


_ and merriment alone, but by giving ourselves, jall my Comrort friends have forgotten me. : 


. @reome pétt of ourselves, for the good and the, and confined to her wheel chair. I havean 
“happiness of others—by self-sacrifice, and this , 
* gli cando in some degree. One need not be | 


rich in money or in health to celebrate Christ’s | 
| should be thankful to be 


am the little Shut-In girl so small for her aye 
ce 
baby serriage to go out in. I enjoy being a 
member of the ‘Sunshine Circle’ very much. I 
will be twenty-eight years old the 28rd of 
December. My weight is thirty-five pounds. I 
remembered on my 
birthday with letters, stamps, or anything the 
friends will send.” 
ALLEN G. Miuuer, Asheville, N. C., writes:— 
“Ithink Ican give youa little information 
about stamps. here are stamp companies 
that buy cancelled stamps and pay from ten to 
twenty-five cents a thousand when they are 
whole, free from paper, slightly cancelled and 
fresh-looking. I can buy nearly a hundred 
kinds of stamps at twenty-five cents for a 
thousand. I would rather send anyone ten 
cents than spend two or three years saving a 
thousand stamps for them.” 


Hersert M. Linn, Mace, Ind., Box 12, writes:— 
“TY would like tocorrespond with Shut-Ins 

younger than myself. I was born May 81, 1875, 

and am blessed with health.” 

Frances A. Brown, Kinde, Huron Co., Mich., 

Box 11, writes:— 

“Will the friends from each State please 
write me about their State and amuse me by 
senalnt samples of flowers of all kinds? I have 
been ill many long weary years, and live ina 
strange place. Dear friends, please write: and 
keep me company this winter.” 


NELLIE ALLEN, West Burke, Vt., Box 92, writes: 

“I wish to thank all who have sent me read- 
ing matter. I have received so many letters I 
cannot reply further except to those who send 
stam ps. will give a large number of pieces 
and blocks ready worked to anyone who would 
like to superintend a ‘Comfort Missionary 


Quilt.’ I would not let my pieces go for any 
other purpose than to aid the missionar: 
cause.” (All interested address as above, wit 


stamp if reply is wished for.) 
ci i. M. Botuer, Lee, Childress Co., Texas, 
writes:— 

“Yes, dear friends, it is very discouragin 
when your kindness ia not acknowledged, bu 
sometimes we cannot te it unless return 
posts e is sent, as I know from experience, al- 
hough I am very thankful for any kindness 
shown me, even the sweet flowers cousin Wee 
Wee sent me. We have had drouths here for 
the past two years, and people are almost des- 
titute. Do not, dear cousins, be discouraged 
for the good Lord will reward you. I sen 
such reading matter as I have to cheer others. 
Much love to the cousins.” 


W. H. Wiutcoms, Ipswich, Mass., extends an 
invitation to all Shut-Ins who desire to join in 
acircle of bible study, to send him their ad- 

dress. This is an excellent plan whereby our 
friends in the “Sunshine Circle” may find both 

picerure and profit,and I hope that many of 
hem will avail themselves of it. 


Miss Mary Momanw, Blystone, Pa., Box 4, 
would be glad to join the “Sunshine Circle,” 
and to receive a letter party Christmas day. 


Miss E. E. M., (exactly the same address as 
above,) sends the same request. 


WILLARD FREELAND, Jr., 274 Mt. Vernon Ave., 


boys who are Shat-Ins, to whom he would like 
to send cancelled eae and reading matter. 
Such boys may write directly to his address. 


_M. ALEXANDER, Bathurst Village, N. B., would 
like directions for making crazy work and a 
equare showing how it is done, also a few scraps 
of silk or plush to help with her quilt. Has re- 
ceived reading matter, crochet patterns and 
flower seeds for which she is very grateful. 

Harotp McKEE, Talbot, Benton Co., Oregon, 
a cripple and paralytic 19 years old, would be 
very thankful for good religious reading. 

rs, J. N. Wurrs, Saeer Eastland Co., 
Texas, a confirmed invalid, wishes to join the 
“Sunshine Circle,” and to get up aclub. 


like a Christmas or 


trouble; 
stamps. 


an invalid of ten years, is piecin 
to selland woul 
















magic. 


n, Ind., Box 262, would 
ew Year's letter party. 
Has been a Shut-In over 28 years from spinal 
would be glad of old Columbian 


Miss A. Bexp, Covin 


MoLLIe Mgapbz, Palmer, Christian Co., II1., 
a@ silk quilt 
be glad of a block 5 inches 
uare, and will pat the sender’s name in her 
“Sunshine Book.” 
Mrs. Wituam Knoer, Huntiand, Tenn., Box 
12, would be glad to correspond with Shut-Ins, 


and to exchange house plants. 


Cc. E. McNgemar, Fairfield, Kansas, would be 


glad of story papers, and of cancelled stamps. 


Susie Rymer, Buffalo, W. Va., expresses her 


enjoyment in reading Comrort, and would like 


pieces of calico or gingham for quilts. Will 
pay postage on same. 

Peart Gay, Turnip, White Co., Ark., writes 
that she is a little girl ae 14 and is going to 
join the Baptist Church. She wants to begin 
doing good and wants all the “Comrort band” 
to help her. Her plan is one which asks for 
financial aid, and as I receive many letters of 
like requests I reply, hoping my answer will 
serve for others. 

In the first place, my dear little girl, you can- 
not have read ComrorT very carefully,or you 
would have seen our statements that we can- 
not publish any requests for money. If wedid 
it for one we should have to do it for thousands 
of people, for, unfortunately, there are multi- 
tudes of men and women who would rather ask 
for money than to work for it. If you really 
want todo something for your poor, crippled 
friend, why not try to get up a Comrort Club 
and give her the money youcan earnin that 
way—15cents for every subscriber? You can 
also do good by visiting, reading to her, wait- 
ing on her, giving her cheerful words, and 
sunny smiles—that isthe best way to begin a 
Christian life. All the church-going in the 
world is of no use if it does not teach you self- 
sacrifice, and the beauty of a life full of per- 
sonal goodness. I sometimes think we are too 
zealous about doing something outside our 
own homes, and do not remember that true re- 
ligion begins in our own hearts, and is shown 
by a pleasant temper, and anxiety to do our 
little daily duties faithfully. While we are 
striving to do this, we need not be troubled if 
we cannot do great things outside our homes. 
It is the little duties that tell on the character 
and make happiness for ourselves and others. 

Mrs. M.A. Belanski, Nora Springs, Iowa, a 
paralytic, has sent in a club of subscribers. 
Also clubs have been sent by Percy L. Eaton, 
Mrs. O. M. Penn, Mollie Meade, Miss Carrie 
Purinton, 8. 8. Martinez. 

Very earnest and heartfelt thanks for letters, 
reading matter and other favors have been re- 
ceived from the following friends who express 
great regret that they cannot answer all letters 
and send personal thanks. Laura Strong, Hen- 
derson, Rusk Co., Texas; Georgia H. Lyon, 
Fredonia, Kansas; Margaret Hamil, Floy, Ala., 
(has got her wheeled chair); Miss Rhoda E. 
Baker. Bentleysville, Pa., (much of the time 
unable to re or write); Elsie Heath, Cecil, 
Pa., Box 57, (a sufferer from liver and kidney 
troubles, would be glad of more reading matter 
and worsteds); rs. Mattie Oswalt, Little 


Creek, Harolson Co., Ga., (will give letter next 


month.) 
And now I must bid you farewell for this 
time. Would that I could send you all that 
most precious gift, good health. But there is 
something even better than health, 
friends, something without which neither 
health nor wealth can brin renpiness lov- 
ing, cheerful, and resigned spirit. That this 
blessed spirit may be yours on Christmas day, 
filling you with its benediction of 
sincere wish of Sister MARGARET. 


~~ Signs of Health, 


You don’t have to look 
twice to detect them—bright 
eyes, bright color, bright 
smiles, 
bright in 
every ac- 
tion. — 

Disease is 
overcome 
only when 
weak tissue“ 
is replaced by the healthy 
kind. Scott’s Emulsion of 
cod liver oil effects cure by 
building up sound flesh. It 
is agreeable to taste and 


easy of assimilation. 
Prepared by Scott & Bowne, N. ¥. All druggista, 
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ree. A.PARKE, 234 La Salle St.Chicago. 


Morphine Habit Cared in 10 
OPIUM te 20 days. No till cured. 
Or. J. STEPHENS, Lebanon, Ohio. 


The greatest 
invention of the age. The New Patent Chemi- 
Sells on sight. Works like 
to $125.00 
For farther particulars write the Monroe 
La Crosse, Wis. 


AGENTS Salary or Commission. 


cal Ink Erasing Pencil. 
Agents are making from $25.00 
er week. 
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forself-instruction 
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Dr. Jupp Electric Belt and 


ENN PITM 
Battery combined sent you on 
trial free. Will cure you. Also 
Oatarrh Battery. Oosts nothing 
to try them. Give size. Dr. 


Jupp. Detroit, Mich. Want Axts. 
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Cash or time. Real Estate 
Journal, Arcadia, Florida. With Map, 10 cents. 


FREE—If you want one, send stamp to the 
National Ill. Magazine, Washington, D. C. 


in Prizes for Gardeners. For particulars 
$2,500 address FRANK FINCH, (Box B)Clyde,N.Y. 
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Every home, shop, or place of business has repairing 


to be done in the tinware line. 
roake money. Women find many ways to use our 
outfit and save much money doing the work them- 
selves at home. 
to pay for the outfit the first hour. Some mothers 
have their children collect injured dishes, etc., 
around to the neighbors and do the soldering them- 


selves up at once; it requires no capital whatever, 
and little by little they can work up a trade that wiii 
enable them to run a tin and fancy goods store of 
their own, The most successful merchants have 
started in this small way. 
months and years of their time to learn atrade that 
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OF WORK? . 


A Good Business To Get Into. 


YouNnae or old people will find it greatly to their 
profit to read pest how we can place you in an in- 
dependent posit 

how many people have been thrown out of work, we 


on for money making. Knowing 


an outfit that will bring many dollars 
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selves that has always given much money to large 
dealers. Young men who want tostart in a good, 
honest, profitable business, cannot do better than 
secure one of these Soldering Outfits and set them- 






Many men have given 


our full directions we send free with this great outfit 


fully explain, just what and how to goto work and 
repair everything in the line of household wares. 
We send a complete set of tools, DOCBLE-POINTED AD= 
JUSTABLE SOLDERING IRON, WRENCH for changing 
same, SCRAPING IRON, BAE OF SOLDER, RESIN und full 
directions for using same, all packed com 
strong sliding cover woodcase, The com 
SENT FREE, express paid, to any one sending a club 
of4 yearly subscribers to COMFORT at 25c. per year, 
or we wil 
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cend ComFort for 6 months on trial and 
aid, for only 60c, Address, 
OMFORT, Augusta, Maine. 
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Those born in December should wear the 
turquoise, which ensures success and prosper- 
ity in love. 





December got its name from the Latin Decem, 
orten. The old Roman year dated from March 
making December the tenth month instead of 
the twelfth, as now. 





The lucky days for December are the Ist, 2nd, 
1th, 12th, 15th, 17th, 25th, 27th, 28th and 3lst; 
unlucky ones the 8rd, 4th, 5th, 9th, 14th, 16th, 
19th, 20th, 2ist, 25th, 26th and 29th. The astrol- 
oger who predicts these also says the public 
health will be much improved and the death 
rate will fall below the average; bank and com- 
mercial failures will occur; strikes will de- 
crease; trade will not materially improve and 
a number of accidents will take place. 





In another part of this issue will be found a 
highly interesting account of the workings of 
the United States patent office, together with 
brief directions how to proceed, after one has 
made an invention, to obtain a patent. While 
it is not absolutely necessary to employ an at- 
torney, it is often well to do so, for while a man 
may be able to invent a valuable article, he 
may not be able to set forth his claims soas to 
provide against infringement of his rights. 
But wherever an attorney is employed it is well 
to engage one of recognized standing who 
makes a specialty of this one branch of the law. 
It is always best to beware of the ‘‘no-patent- 
no-pay” attorney, because there is ‘nothing 
withogt labor.” Work well done is worth pay. 
Firms that claim to have special influence with 
the government, not only as to securing patents 
but in the prosecution of land and war claims, 
Indian depredations, pensions. etc., should be 
avoided. Comrort readers should remember 
that a Jack-of-all-trades is master of none, and 
that there are no free passes issued on the 
royal road to wealth. 





It would be well if we could remember—all 
the year round, as well as at this, the Christ- 
mas season—that there is neveratimein any 
life when a soul should sink into the utter 
depths of despair. No matter how dark the 
prospect, if we can just “hold on” to the fringes 
of golden hope for a season, luck will turn and 
prospects brighten. Thedistinguished humor- 
ist, Marshall Wilder, tells of a frog, which,with 
a brother frog,found himself in a pail of cream. 
The brother frog lost his nerve and cried, “I 
sink!” The companion replied in a disgusted 
tone, “Hustle, you duffer! who knows what 
may turn up?” and he hustled and jumped up 
and down all night long. Dawn came, and his 
continual agitation and unflagging zeal had 
meanwhile churned the cream into butter, and 
the two walked out on dry land. There is a 
moral in this tale which may well be taken into 
consideration in the present hard times. Many 
asufferer from financial depression feels like 
crying, “I sink”; but let him keep “hustling” 
and he is bound, somehow and sometime, to 
walk out on dry land. 





There isastrong movement in the literary 
world against the too-plentiful love-stories, 
which give young people a false idea of life. A 
wel'-known New York woman, Mrs. Eliza 
Archard Connor, recently said before that most 
famous of women’s clubs, Sorosis: “The girl of 
to-day soaks her brain in mawkish sentimen- 
tality as a drunkard soaks hisin alcohol until 
there isn’t a grain of sense left, and her 
emotions are ready to gush out and slop over 
tothe first man that smiles on her. The work- 
ing girl dreams of the hero that will come 
along and lift her out of her misery. But he 
doesn’t come, because there isn’t any such 
man.” This is a strong statement, but it is 
based on the truth. The average love story, 
although it may not contain an immoral line in 
the ordinary senge'of the term, is a pernicious 
distortion of the life it professes to portray. 
The men of this country are not divided into 
two grand classes of heroes and villains. They 
make the best husbands in the world, and they 
reverence womanhood as it deserves to be 
reverenced, but they are brought into too close 
contact with prosaic realities to take many ex- 
cursions into the rose-tinted domain of 
romance. There can be no objection to the 
portrayal of love between the sexes when it is 
done with reasonable fidelity to the facts. But 
the novels that disregard the wide diversity of 
elements which go to make up human life, and 
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dwell on love and marriage alone, fill the minds 
of young girls with aset of false ideals that 
frequently do infinite harm in later life. 
Fiction hasan important place in literature, 
and must continue to hold it. But young folks 
should read more healthy fiction and less mor- 
bidness and mawkishness. Among the eight or 
ten short stories which ComrFort gives its read- 
ersevery month,it is ouraim to cover a wide 
diversity. Stories of adventure, of experience, 
pathetic home-tales, and pure, simple love 
stories, we intend to present each month; but 
so long as Comrort exists, it Will never will- | 
ingly be the means of introducing any but pure 
and wholesome literature into the family cir- 
cle. 








Among the good things which the New Year 
has in store for Comrort readers is a kitchen | 
chat which will be expressly prepared for it by 
an old bachelor who has traveled all over the 
world, and knows what good cooking in famous 
lands really means, and an old maid who has 
also had experience as a traveler, but who had 
the advantage of anearly training by a New 
England mother of the genuine sort. The arti- 
cle will be both unique and practical, and will 
contain many valuable truths for ComFort 
housewives. 


With the closing of the old year, good reso- 
lutions will be in order for the new. While 
Comrort doesn't wish to take any stand against 
the custom (which may be better than none), at 
the same time we cannot help the remark that 
the great trouble with many people is that 
they set aside only one day in the year for mak- 
ing good resolutions, which are as promptly 
broken. One of the strongest arguments that 
may be advanced against the strictest Sab- 
batarian is, why set apart one day in the week 
to be good, while the rest of the week one may 
do as one pleases? The same rule applies to 
New Year's day. Why set apart one day, and 
that New Year's, for making resolutions for the 
coming twelve months? Why not use every 
day for doing and being geod? Every day be- 
gins a New Year. Why not act as though we 
thought so? This habit of wearing our Sunday 
manners with our Sunday clothes only one- 
seventh of the time, is not to be commended; 
no more is the practicing of good resolutions 
one week out of the year. Perhaps one reason 
why the ordinary servant girl breaks so many 
dishes is that she is allowed to bang about the 
common ones six days ina week, and conse- 
quently does not know how to be careful of the 
best ones on Sunday. 
to live a right life—a life of self-sacrifice and 
unselfish living for others, all the time, than 
occasionally. We are creatures of habit. Let 
us form the habit of doing good and being 
good; then we shall not need to reform our- 
selves every New Year. In the meantime Com- 
ForT wishes a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year to everyone of its six million readers, 





Compliments are plentiful and cheap per- 
haps, especially at this time of the year. We 
receive a great many compliments which are 
all duly appreciated and for which we desire 
to thank, publicly and individually, the per- 
sons and papers to whom we are indebted. But 
most of all, we, like the rest of the world, ap- 
preciate a compliment that costs something to 
bestow. And the fact that a paper of such 
well-known standing as the Christian Herald, 
has chosen Comrort as the medium through 
which it would reach several million readers, 
is acompliment that costs, and one of which any 
paper might well be proud. Of course our 
advertising rates are in proportion to our 
enormous circulation; and consequently are 
the highest in the world, being at the rate of 
five dollars per line and seventy dollars per 
inch of single column insertion. The regular 
cost ofa whole page, single insertion, is over 
three thousand dollars; and therefore, when a 
paper of such recognized standing and worth 
as the Christian Herald selects us as an adver- 
tising medium, it isa merited compliment to 
Comrort’s deserved popularity and purity of 
purpose. It shows that our desire, both in our 
reading and advertising columns, to put worthy 
and elevating matter before our readers is ap- 
preciated. 





OUR NUTSHELL STORY PRIZES. 

A large number of letters have been received 
by Comrort in the past few weeks, impeaching 
the originality of two of the Nutshell prize 
stories, “Sold fora Silk Rag,” by Addie Good- 
wyn, and “What the Camera Did,” by Addie C. 
Topham, and also ‘The Yellow Kitten,” by Mrs. 
Alleine Watts. The editors of Comrort have 
investigated these charges and in each prize- 
story case the $10 offered will be awarded to the 
writer of the first complaint received by us; 
while a -necial award will be made for the 
“Yellow Kitten” which does not come within 
our offerin regard to Nut-Shell prize-stories. 
“The Silk Rag” had, previous to its publica- 
tion in Comrort, appeared in several other 
papers,and Miss Topham's story ina longer 
form, was published over her own signature 
sometime ago in another periodical; while the 
“Yellow Kitten” was, to quote the words of a 
New York editor “stolen bodily from one which 
appeared in ‘Short Stories’ a year ago.” 

Some of our correspondents have expressed 
surprise that our several manuscript readers 
should have been so imposed upon, but, in 
view of the millions of short stories published 
every year, it would be impossib!te for the best 
posted literary men and women to keep suffl- 
cient run of all of them as to protect any paper 
against the chance of plagiarism. As an in- 
stance of this, one of the leading daily papers 
of New York recently purchased and pub- 


It isa great deal easier | 








lished as a prize winner, a story that had pre- | 
viously been paid for, published and copy- 
righted by ComFort. 

As long as the world exists some of us will 
continue to be imposed upon. All that Com- 
roRT and all honest people can do, isto expose 
deception and protect other publishers from 
being victimized by the same writers. Com- | 
ForT’s printed conditions, under which the 
Nutshell prizes are awarded, are so clearas to 
admit of no misunderstanding. 





The World’s Fair is over. It was a success. 
By the time this issue of Comrort reaches our | 
1,221,000 subscribers, the White City will be lit- | 
tle more than a memory, but the proud con- 
sciousness will remain that ours was the grand- 
est exposition the world has ever seen. The 
paid admissions reached 21,469,461, and free 
passes were used for 6,052,188 more; bringing 
the total attendance to 27,539,041. The total re- 
ceipts came to nearly $14,000,000, as compared 
to $8,300,000 at the Paris Exposition in 1889—the 
only fair that will bear comparison with that 
at Chicago. It is estimated that the Chicago 
street railways transported 78,000,000 passen- 
gers between May 1 to October 31, with only 26 
accidents. Other lines carried from 8,100,000 to 
22,500,000 each; so that the total number of pas- 
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sengers traveling on all linesin Chicago, dur- 
ing those six months, amounted to 150,000,000; 
with 1,758,665 more traveling by Lake Michigan 
steamers. 

Inside the Fair grounds, the electric launches 
had a total patronage of 830,757; the steam 
launches of 176,698; and the gondolas—more 
romantic but less comfortable and speedy— 
149,192, About 15,000,000 people were fed at the 
restaurants on the grounds; and the lunch- 
basket accompanied nearly as many more. 
Only 175 mistakes in handling the millions of 
tickets were made,and so carefully was the 
money guarded that not a dollar was lost by 
robbery. 

The average temperature was 64 degrees, and 
there were only eight real, downright rainy 
days; 18,500 cases were treated at the Emerg- 
ency Hospital, most of them trivial; 105,000 
rockets, 15,000 shells, twenty-five tons of red 
fire, and any quantity of wheels and other de- 
vices were used as fireworks. The World’s 
Fair post-office handled over 15,000,000 pieces of 
mail, of which a very smal] proportion was 
lost. The Fair was a stupendous thing—a 
thing of which America may well be proud. 

The more may we congratulate ourselves, 
when we reflect how small a proportion of the 
exhibits were made by foreign countries. Cal- 
ifornia or Oregon alone, and other States as 
well, made exhibits as large combined as all 
the foreign exhibits put together; all of which 
shows how little, comparatively, other coun- 
tries care to compete with America, as well as 
how great a country this is. Pringes and 
potentates made no effort to visit the Fair. Be- 
yond the reigning powers of some insignificant 
island, or the bankrupt duke of some castle in 
Spain, who desired above all else to make 
capital of the adulation of silly Americans, no 
royal visitors came to view our splendid dis- 
play. But who cares? The people—millions of 
honest, industrious and praiseworthy Ameri- 
can citizens—saw the Fair; and millions more 
wanted to, who were prevented by circum- 
stances. It was an education, and one we shall 
feel the direct benefits from, for the next 
decade. When we look back to the Philadel- 
phia Centennial, for instance, the ways seem 
innumerable by which the country was profited. 
Take the single instance of Vienna Bread. Be- 
fore the Centennial, this delicious form of the 
staff ot life was unknown here; since its intro- 
duction at that time Vienna bakeries are in 
every city. Thousands of similar instances 
might be quoted; but it needs no further argu- 





ment to prove that the stimulus to industry, 
invention and art, which the World’s Fair 
gives to America, cannot yet be comprehen- 
sively, or even fractionally, estimated. 


a 


LARGE FRAMED PORTRAITS, 


Comrorr’s Artist Proof Portraits are produc- 
ing quite a sensation, and no wonder, for al- 
though many free portraits have been adver- 
tised, never before have the public been able to | 
procure an absolutely accurate Portrait of 
themselves or loved ones which enables them 
to decorate their homes even cheaper then 
with the cheap prints or lithographs now used. 

The frames are very ornamental and durable, 
and would ordinarily cost several dollars more 
than the elegant Portrait complete as furn- 
ished Comrort readers. 

This latest in Art is sure to become very pop- 
ular since it insures mechanical correctness, 
which is impossible with either pen or brush, 
to which is added the “stipple effect” giving 
the tone and softness of the finest engraving. 
Art and Science to-day enable us to announce; 
give us a good photograph and we will give you 
a good Portrait. 

See Premium announcement on page 14. 
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GLIMPSES OF THE WORLD'S FAIR. 

Is a charming and original book published by 
Messrs. Laird & Lee, Chicago. The characteristic 
sights of the great Fair have been captured by this 
satisfactory camera, and although the book is modest- 
ly entitled a “selection” of gems from the White City, 
it does not appear that anything has been neglected 
oromitted. The engravings are rary satisfactory. and 
one look at the “glimpses” will call up delightful re- 
collections of the fleety Saying hours spent at the 
World's Fair. Agents ought to make lots of money 
with it. 

Conan Doyle's Study in Scarlet. Exciting 
F E novel, postpaid, to any one sending three 
9-cent stamps for three months’ subscription 


to THe Whore Famity, fllustrated magazine; cash ques- 
tion contests monthly. Russell Pub. Co., Boston, Mass. 





MAGIC SQUARE. 
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A PUZZLE OF “Siiitens 
| SMALL, NEAT, DURABLE. 
A LASTING NOVELTY 


MAILED TO ANY ADDKESS FOR 


TWENTY FIVE CENTS 


Prizes For Solutions. 
MAGIC PUZZLE OO., 

P. O. BOX 1115, CHICAGO, ILL. 
If yon have any money coined betore 157 
help kent cond Tet Googe we WOR 
BERGEN, Numismatic Bank, Beste, 
Mass., for his Circulars on rare Americms 
and Continental and 
somebody. 









A Bright, Sparkling and Clean 


PAPER FOR WOMEN. 
Positively enchanting— profusely Ulustra- 
ted. 50 cents a year. 
Splendid Art Covers worth S1.00 each, 

riven away to new yearly subscribers, 
When these premiumsare taken, asmall 
extra charge ls made to cover postage and 
packing. Full particulars in HOME 
QUEEN. 3 months trial, 7 cents. 


Address HOME QUEEN, 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Ios Street, 


Pleaso mention Comrorr when you write, 


Glimpses < 


...0f the 


World’s Fair... 


A Selection of 


GEMS OF THE 
190 ware crrv 


Seen through a Camera. 


Instantaneous Photographs-‘‘Snap Shots’’ 

All [Main Buildings 

All State and Territorial Buildings 
All Foreign Buildings 


Grounds... Statuary... Lagoons... 
Also Characteristic Scenes from 


The Midway Plaisance 
A Beautiful and Lasting Souvenir 
of the Fair. 
A Grand Holiday Gift. 


PRICES:—Paper covers, inclosed in handsome em 
velope ready for mailing, 60c. Beautifully bound i 

























Cloth, gold embossed, ina neat box, 1.00. Sent post 


id to any part of the world on receipt of price. 
Liberal Terms to Agents. 


LAIRD & LEE, Publishers 


265 WABASH AVENUE CHICAGO, ILA. 
Please mention Courort when you write, 


HONEST WATCHES WHOLESALE PRIGES. 
CcOLD FULLE D Be 
14 k. Warranted ears. $12. ry 
A conulne gold filled case Indies or gents size, hun or face, stam 
qind and get, beautifully engraved and fitted with a» GENUINE EL@GIM, 
WALTHAM or HAMPDEN polid nickel works, full jeweled top », doe bli 
jeweled expansion balance, t hale spring, safety pinion, cd pares — 
eled dial, quick train(1#,000 beats an bour)patent dust band and 
dust proof, warranted to wear and hold its color and keep correct time fer 
are, satisfaction guaranteed or money refunded. Real valua $25.00, eet 
. O, D, subject to examination before you pay for it, if found 
Jou pay express agent $12.75 and express | aecthes one way, no praca 
guarantee with each watch, send 50 cents ¥ith each order as & guarantee 
geod faith, which amount will ke deducted from price of the watch, Far 
cash in advange wo send an elegant 5 year chain free. Write for fram 


catalogue address Jog, F. Conian, Succ. to Queen 
City Watch Co., 85 Dearborn St., Suton. 
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THE YANKEE BLADE !5,fASES. > 
Readers every week. Regular price, 
fo ‘Werks or 10 Conta, 


Daily giftsto sub- 
ecribers, 


for®1.75;8 
ears for 








DOUBLE BICYCLES 815 
Breech-Load fT 
f = QUNS2- se 
IFLES $2.00 
warenes nS 
BICYCLES -ohus, 
LU est stock + makers Soldestdenee 





Say U.S. Wesell everywhere. 
wails ROUSE, HAZARD & co. 1614 St, Peoria, a. 


- Wanted. Highest 
OLD COINS mrinciti itt trates 
es re 18/3. Send stamp for our 16 e book, and 


may wealthy, Nationa! 
Huitding, Moston, Mass, 





keeping your eyes open you 
Coin Co,, skxchonge 





GENTS sng Tuvber goods for Mending Tissue 
women and children. Sample 10c. Cataiogue 


MRS, G. SINGLETON, x 665 Chicago, 


1 yl Rte 1 
oe Fitna iate 


@OLD P| 





SE SE 1) RESIS EE LE a / 


Epiror’s Nore. The following rules govern the 
publication of matter in this department. 


eed 


Contributors must without exception be regular sub- 
seriber's to Comfort, and every contribution must bear 
the toriter's own name and post office address in full. 


Original letters only, which deal with matters of 
general interest will be published. They must be as 
brief, plain and correct as the writers can make them 
and may vary in length from one hundred to four 
hundred words. Daly. letters of exceptional merit 
and interest may reach 650. Contributors must write 
on one side of their paper only. 

Every month a number of prize monograms come 
posed of the writer’s initials, will be awarded to 
those sending the best contributions. These mono- 
grams, which will be most desirable ornaments. for 
stationery, cards, etc., will be printed in connection 
with the respective letters, and new electrotypes of 
same will be mailed, post paid, to the prize winners, 


ed 





$10 CASH PRIZES 810 


In addition to the foregoing,the following cash prizes 
will be paid monthly: 





1st. For the best original letter $3.00 
2nd, ‘“ ‘ second best original letter, 2.50 
Sra. * % third, * ia ips 2.00 
4th. “ “ fourth “ e Ne 1.50 
} 6th. “ “ fifth « « a 1. 
Competitors for these monthly cash prizes must 
ag comply with all the above rules, and in. addition must 
bring at least one new Cousin into the Comrort cir- 
wf cle; that is, they must send one new subscriber with 
) each letter, together with 25 cents for a yearly sub- 
EA scription. 
These cash prizes will be announced monthly in 
this department. 
No premiums will be given for subscriptions sent in 
L under this Prize Offer. 
All communications must be addressed to Aunt 
Minerva, care of Comrort, Augusta, Maine. 
3 CASH PRIZE WINNERS. 
Grace Joy White, First prize, $3.00 
' Will H. Gleason, Second prize, 2.50 
|] Edward H. Ziska, Third prize, 2.00 
NeHie R. Bennett, Fourth prize, 1.50 
Mrs. William Knoer, Fifth prize, 1.00 
PRIZE-MONOGRAM WINNERS. 
James Unsworth, Nellie R. Bennett, 
‘" Oscar C. Snow, Grace Joy White, 


Earl W. Newman. 
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MERRY CHRISTMAS and a joyful New Year 
, toall the cousins; may you all prosper, and 
may our circle be trebled durirg the coming 
year! For although now we have a little fam- 
ily group of amillionand more, there is al- 
ways room formore. And so I hope thousands of 
new cousins will come in, and that I shall hear from 
you all! Tam glad to present to youa newco sinin 
a most interesting letter. Historic Massachusetts 
has an interest for everybody, north, south, west and 
east, for if everybody does not live there now, most 
people's ancestors have at some time since 1620. 


“It is my good fortune to live in an old historic 
New England town, Dedham, the shire town of Nor- 
folk County, ‘the garden of Eastern Massachusetts’; 
and I have thought that some of the cousins might be 
interested inits relics of colonial days. Of the old 
Fairbanks house, which is the oldest now standing 
in New England, having been built in 1636, no doubt 
‘ou have heard a great deal; soI will say only that 
it is occupied at present by a Fairbanks who isa 
many times great nd-daughter of 
Jonathan Fairbanks who built the 
house; and that it has never been 
occupied by a person of any other 
name, and that every occupant has 
been a direct descendant of this 
same Jonathan, who was one of the 
original settlers of the town. In 
showing the house and its belong- 
ings, Miss Rebecca Fairbanks, the last of the line, 
ean exhibit something belonging toevery past mem- 
ber of the family,and as the relics of each differ, every- 
u in the way of old china, furniture, portraits, 
Jewelry. and wearing apparel are there, making a 
colle which drives every lover of the antique 
wild with envy. On the main street of the town is an 
old stone, which looks not unlike a rough monu- 
ment. It is in reality, the stone baseon which a 
bust of William Pitt once stood, in honor of the 
*Great Commoner.’ However loyal to him the hearts 
of the early inhabitants of Dedham might have been, 
and however great their admiration, Moir pocket: 
books were not sufficiently well-filled to admit of 
their honoring their hero in marble. so a bust carved 
from was placed on the pedestal. This was de- 
molished many years ago, leaving only the stone 
standing. ana still is called ‘Pitts head.’ On the 
_opposite side of the Charles river, high on the rocks, 
stands magne 
sha e 
eethioe f brick. 
As it stands 
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was for some 
- time no more 
than any. other 
house. 


ning of the Revo- 
' jution, when 
_ Lord Peréy made his memorable 
for the stores of powder, whic 
stored there, it was speedily removed, while the 
British wére ig engaged at Lexington. This of 
rse gave it fame, and Dedham inhabitants regard 
th pride and veneration. The present towns- 
and in all since the earliest days, have 
historical from hands profane. 
e first Dedham soldiers drilled 
_off and a stone inscribed ‘Ye training 
; t all intruders save the boys 
“their patriotism by playin, 
me more relic is an ol 
out of the village 







DEDHAM POWDER HOUSE. 
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proper. One can hardly imagine that any dignity | thousands rush to this delightful resort every season 


pertains to its scraggy, irregular branches, but of its 
wood two hundred and aity Yeats ago, the seal of the 
town was cut. Since the old town has had 257 birth- 
days, no doubt you will join me in wishing it many 
more.” GRACE Joy WHITE, 
Ashcroft, Dedham, Mass. 


The next cousin has a familiar face and one we are 
glad to welcome into our circle once more. He al- 
ways has something interesting to say. This time it 
is about the Chinese New Year: 


“Just after the Lenten season had begun this year, 
the Chinese New Year was ushered in. Amid the 
bursts of joy and music <Cacnene) the New Year was 
declared open by the high priestin the Temple. The 
year was opened by igniting long strings of fire- 
crackers and by beating tom-toms. Chinese New 
Year festivities last eight days. The Chinese visit 
their triends, go to the theatres, smoke opium and 
have a fine time. Chinatown in San Francisco is 
usually crowded for days before the opening of the 
fete. The laborers from the country come into town 
to celebrate with their friends. The streets are 
crowded with pocdiers: there are trinket-sellers, 
clothing men who fit their customers on the street, 
and the men who sell the sacred-lilies. There are 
also stands or booths where sweetmeats of all kinds 
are sold. Glassware of all kinds is for sale and 
some very delicate bits of china, while here and 
there one comes across a plate of rare old Satsuma. 
When the ‘new year is in,’ all the peddlers desert 
the streets. Men who are styled musicians blow ear- 
splitting horns, beat tom-toms and clash cymbals 
and play instruments of wood. At this season also 
the houses and windows are scrubbed and cleaned 
as rare an occurrence as the new year. The table of 
each house is set according tothe wealth of the 
leige-lord. The richest silks Cathay can yield are on 
display in houses of the rich Chinese, There are 
banners and fine table-cloths of silk, that would 
cause one to be envious. Ebony chairs inlaid with 
mother-of pearl are brought forth for this occasion. 
Inthe merchant’s house silver wine goblets grace 
the table, so also do brazen urns, in which incense 
burns. On every hand isa tray containing sweet- 
meats, olives and nuts, also little red papers wrapped 
around acoin. When you enter a house you are ex- 
peoted to clasp your hands and bow low to your host. 
fe rises and reciprocates. You are then entertained, 
having the freedom and hospitality of his house. You 
are also expected to partake of refreshments. This 
part of the entertainment varies. You receive cham- 
pasne in the merchant’s and tea in the laborer’s 
ouse; you should also partake of the sweetmeats. 
As there are days to receive and pay calls, every one 
in the Chinese house has his day. Common clothes 
are set aside at this time and the best flowered silks 
are donned. Each person has on his hat, a crest 
showing the family caste. Clothes are of all colors 
of silk, but nile green, magenta, purple and sky-blue 





CALLING WITH HIS PA. 


The Chinaman visits his most inti- 
mate friends first. In his hand he carries a bunch of 
red papers; these are his calling cards. He leaves 
one at each place he calls, and in return takes one of 
the aforementioned coin papers. He partakes of 
very little and sometimes smokes a bit of opium 
with his host. Such is the mode of visiting. The 
temples are usually crowded, Sar Soe night at this 
season. More white people go than Chinese. You 
are expected to purchase something in the temple. 
The high priest lights the tapers and incense punks 
and fires. He mutters some prescribed prayers 
which are answered by the associate priests. he 
altars are hung with finest silk and gold tapestries 
and the walls are lined with banners and fret-work. 
The display of silk and ebony is something gorgeous. 
There is a mingling of incense, sandalwood and 
punks, and the odor created causes one to leave the 
temple sooner than otherwise. At the temple the 
younger members of the household come to offer 
service. They recite Confucius by the page. When 
they meet they go through more ceremony than 
their elders. When three or four meet it makes a 
fine picture of Orientalism. Refinement and polite- 
ness are well expressed by these little queued 
foreigners. The baby of the house is the first to at- 
tract attention. Its head is covered with acap and 
cape; the cape is like an Arab’s turban. It has two 
tufts of fur, one on the right and one on the left side. 


predominate. 


When the baby’s back is toward you, it reminds you | 


ofan infantile Mephistopheles. The cap is of red 
flannel as is also the dress. The Chinese girl isa 
sight to be remembered. Her hair has been dressed 
in tho most intricate design her dresser can invent. 
Intertwined in her raven and plastered locks are bands 
of pearls and gold. Her cheeks are carmine with 
rouge, so are her lips; as she waddles along all eyes 
are turned on her. This is what is wanted, admira- 
tion and flattery. Her dress is of the finest silk and 
sometimes edged with pearls. When one once has 
seen the true picture of China in its gala days, and 
next when it returns to its usual squalor and filth, he 
cannot help but think how easily can we change 
our view of the Chinese.” WILL H. GLEASON, 
824 Union St., San Francisco, Cal. 


The next letter, too, is from a familiar cousin, one 
whose letters are always read with the deepest en- 
joyment. 


“Letters received from CoMForT cousins ask for 
more history of tnis ‘Golden State,’so I will des- 
cribe afew of the famous California resorts. Lake 
Tahoe claims the attention of all sightseers, as the 
most interesting mountain retreat in California. Its 
attractions cannot be numbered, or more than very 
imperfectly described, and the eye that beholds can 
alone appreciate their grandeur and significance. 
Within a short distance are a number of smaller 
lakes, all partaking of the same grandeur that char- 
acterizes that locality. The Geysers are always full 
of interest; the trip is short and easy and the route 
abounding in a variety of interesting and beautiful 
scenery. This is one of the most popular health re- 
sorts in the State. Hotel Del Monte is with its mag- 
nifi¢ent grounds and beautiful surroundings a most 
delightful spot; and there is nothing to compare 
with the famous 18 mile drive which surrounds the 
Monterey peninsula, Mount Shasta is now the focal 
point of sightseeing in Northern California, and in 
many respects eclipses all other scenes. It fs one of 
the mightiest of the Sierra’s towering giants, and for 
nearly 200 miles of the Shasta route its bold peak is 
in plain view, but is seen best at the city of Sisson. 
Castle Crags is another point of rare interest in the 
Shasta region, rapidly coming into fame as one of 
the popular mountain resorts on the coast. It de- 
rives its name from the mountainous granite crags 
in the vicinity. Santa Barbara has a delightful 
climate, and is justly prominent among the world’s 
famous seaside resorts. It isa haven of perennial 
sunshine, fanned year in and out by soft, balmy 
sea-breezes. Santa Cruz is bed the sea, where the 
wild waves talk; but their fascinating tales must be 
heard if their charms are to be known. Tens of 








-| valley, part on the Highland river and still another 
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to enjoy a breeze from the sea, adash in the surf, 
and a stroll on the beach, Many other attractive 
places might be named, as the Lick Observatory, on 
the summit of Mount Hamilton; the Big Trees of } 
Mariposa and C\laveras are wonderful sights, and 
Anderson Springs, Lake County, is a charming re- 
treat.” EDWARD H, Ziska, 
448 Jessie Street, San Francisco, Cal. 
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Here comes another new cousin with a few remarks 
on rewspapers—a subject she seems to have studied 
to some purpose: 


Primley’s 
California Fruit 
Chewing Gum. 


“js a perfectly delicious 
surprise to all who have 
been usine. ordinary 
chewing cums, 
SPECIAL Any one of a list of 1,700 
® books, by best ree 
will be sent on receipt of 5 outside wrap of 
California Fruit Gum and two 2-cent stamps. We 
do this to get you acquainted with our Gums 
List of books sent free, 
For Xmas Holidays, send us 2 outside 


California Fruit wrappers and we will send, post- 
paid, an elegant pack of Souvenir Playing Cards. 


J. P. PRIMLEY, 
> Chicago, lik 


“ 4 dollar saved is a dollar earned =~ 
This Ladies’ Solid French Dan- 
ola Kid Button Boot delivered 


anywherein the U.S.,on receijtof! 
Order, or Posta’ 


“As everyone knows, the newspaper is a sheet of 
paper printed and distributed at regular intervals 
for conveying news and items of gen- 

eral interest. It is the world made 

) smaller, held in the hand and brought 

under the eye. Great pains are taken 

in fitting it up to make a respectable 

appearance in our homes; but in the 

best condition, its pretentions are 

very humble. The newspaper is 

treated very unjustly, for once read, it 

is often crumpled up and thrown into 

the waste-basket toignite the morn- 

ing’s fire. Yet there is nothing more worthy of 
preservation, especially the old newspaper, as it is 
often a valuable reference to past events or dates. 
It is the great dial-plate on the clock of time. The 
information obtained is almost always reliable, 
varied in character, new and interesting. The eager- 
ness to obtain them on the part of those who are out 
of reach of mail communication is always noticeable. 
The first newspaper was printed in 1704, conducted 
by John Campbell. The first daily was printed in 
1792, and there were only seven in 1750. Restrictions | 
upon the press were so great that no paper was pub- 
lished ia Virginia until 1736 and that was controlled 
by the government. The number published in Lon- 
don in 1843 was 79, in 1877 it was 320. There are now 
eighty papers published in Greece, mostly at Athens. 
San Francisco has a Chinese, and the Indian Terri- 
tory a Cherokee paper Benjamin Franklin started 
the Pennsylvania Gazette in 1729 and it continued 
weekly till 1745. The British Museum has an im- 
mense collection of all dates and from all parts of 
the world. While in Illinois I saw a Confederate 
paper, printed on the reverse side of wall-paper, be- 
cause it was published in Vicksburg where paper 
was scarce. It is dated July 3rd, 1864. Most of the 
type was set the day before Grant took Vicksburg, 
and they were allowed to put in that item of news, 
but when the papers were printed the press was des- 
troyed. I like to read all the papers, but think Com- 
FORT has lots of general news as well as good depart- 

ments and stories.” NELLIE R. BENNETT. 
Mayview, Kansas, 
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Equals every way the boots cold in all retail 
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We make this boot ourselves, therefore we 
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We have probably heard less about Tennessee, 
that beautiful and picturesque middle-southern 
State, than of most others: 





“Tennessee is divided into three distinct sections 
as follows: Eastern, Western and Middle, Franklin 
County is included in the middle section and lies 
next to the Alabama line. Winchester is the county 
seat with a population of a little over 3,000 inhabi- 
tants. There are several other towns and two ver 
fine summer resorts, Suwanee and Mont Eagle. Both | ——- 
of them are on the mountains surrounded by beauti- 
ful scenery. The country is provided with plenty of 
good water-power by the Elk river and its tribu- 
taries. The topography of this part of Tennessee is 
very much diversified; a part lies in the Elk river 
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ABOUT THAT NEW HOUSE. 


Here’s help for you with its 
lan, ideas forits finish. Artie 
le Dwellings, (4 desians 
now ready) shows handsome 
houses, the results of the care 
ful study and best thoughtof 
Specialists Skilled in Home Desiguing, 
Dwellings of all grades, cheap, 
medium and elaborate. Vi 





portion on the Cumberland plateau. Some of the 
land is very fertile and productive, especially along 
the base of the mountains and in the river valley, 
In other places it isso poor that it is said you can 
hear cotton grunt two miles away, in its effort to | plans and estimates, 123 pp. 
sprout through the ground. (Of course I never | sent prepaid for $1.00. : 
heard it.) Most of the poor lands are called Barren | F-P. ALLEN, Arehitect, 192 Houseman Bik., Grand Raplde, 
Lands, and are mostly used for grazing purposes for 
thousands of cattle. Most people brand in some way 
all cattle not wanted at home during the summer, 
and drive them to the Barrens where they are 
turned loose to feed until brought home for winter 
shelter. They make excellent pasture, being well 
watered and timbered, excepting in a few places, 
The principle products in agriculture are wheat, 
corn, rye, oats, field peas and live stock. Considera- 
ble coal is found, and mined toa great extent. We 
have woolen and cotton factories, one iron furnace, 
several tanneries, one creamery and cheese firm. 
The region is supplied with a number of good 
schools; the Normal for both sexes and Mary Sharp “ 
golleee at women, at Sete hace latter has a ong 1 4 ¢ _ 
ne home for pupils and isin the finest partof the W 

city; rates ealy $195 for a whole year, everything in- ECONOMY IS EALTH-? 
cluded but dress and books. Thenthere is the Uni- 
versity of the Seath 4 Sawsnes, and academies at Canvassers wanted to sell the 
several o e sma wos. wo railroads have ‘mpro * 
their termini in the county, and an electric railway : race ay ecnaae 
is being built from Decherd to Louisburg, which will . auee 
turnish electric lights to the towns it passes through. Price, $30.Great inducements 
The people are very hospitable and generous. Most toagents. Send for catalogue 
drudging labor is performed by negroes. Tennessee andterms. Address 

N, TYPEWRITER Co., 

611 Washington St., BOSTON, MASS 








people are many of them moving to Texas, and 
northern people are taking their places here. There 
is mony an excellent chance for anyone to get a home 
for little or nothing at any time, and some splendid 
chances here in my own neighborhood to-day, The 
climate is fine and very healthy.” 

Mrs WILLIAM KNOER, Huntland, Box 12, Tenn. 


HIMROD’S CURE 
FOR ASTHMA 


Catarrh, Hay Fever, Diphtheria, Croup and 


Common Colds. Send fora Free Sample. 
HIMROD MANUF. CO., 191 Fulton St., New York. 
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Gibb’s Patent Dust Protector protects 
the nose and mouth from inhalations of 
poisonous dust. Invaluable in mills and 
factories, Perfect protection with perfect 
ventilation. Nickel plated protector $1.08 

ostpaid. Circulars free, Agents wanted 


Now let us return East. 





paratively few Americans have made 

the complete trip by water from Mon- 

treal to Chicago. When the steamers 

yiewt Ok the Long Sioux cy. ids, also passing the ‘Gibbs’ Respirator Co., $4 LaSalle 8t.,Chieage 

Canada Cotton Co., Cornwa. ‘otton Co.,and Toronto ~ae 

Paper Co, After leaving the canal, we again enter MY: = WIF CANNOT SEE HOW YOU D@ 
IT AND PAY FREIGHT. 

$$ 


$10.50 ween Improved SINGER See 











“Seeing so many letters about different parts of 

the country I thought I would write and give you an 

account of one trip only, that I made 

while wheelsman onasteamer. Com- 

leave Montreal heat pass up the 

Lachine Canal (7 miles), cross Lake 

St. Louis to Beauharnois (20 miles), 

thence through the canal of the same 

name to Valleyfield (12 miles), thence 

across Lake St. Francis (40 miles), u 

the St. Lawrence river to the Cornwal 

Canal; at the head of this canal you have a splendid 

the river, passing Prescott on the Canada side and 

Ogdensburg, N. Y. on the American side. These 

steamers gauge the time so that the afternoon is 

spent passing through the world-famed Lake of the daye’ No 
noueanes selands; me Pee oe Br scenery of yones, 75,000 now in use. Werie’s Pals Seta exanal 

whie as been so often described in poetry and 7 factory, save re” 

prose. Fora distance of about 80 miles fhe islands yee St ove LABOR THES cXradaum 

are dotted with handsome cottages and brightened 


Osford Mfg. Co, 342 Wabash Ave. Chicago, IIL 





by brilliant tints, wh‘ch illuminate the evening and 

present aspectacle that suggests the scenes of the PHOS PHOR-OZO- 
Arabian Nights. Calling at Kingston and Toronto, NIZED AIR cures 
the passenger is quickly brought to avery interest- Deafness, Catarrh, 
ing part of the trip—the Welland Canal—which is Buzzing Noises, Foul 
practically climbing a mountain in a boat. This ———oommes Breath. Book with 
gigantic work and wonderful piece of engineering testimonials from those who were deaf 5 to 3% 


skill cost the Canadian government sixteen million | Years free. DAVID EVANS, M.D.,74 Boylston St.,Boston. 


dollars. A special feature of the trip is a carriage- 

drive from the canal and around Niagara Falls, four VEN ETI AN I RON wo R K. 
hours’ time being allowed at the falls to visit the Easy and profitable home employment—antique and ele- 
points of interest. After leaving the Welland Canal | gant designs—beautiful Christmas presents—we buy 
the boat proceeds direct to Cleveland, Ohio, on Lake | your finished work. TE RE for a stamp to 
Erie. Ample time is ives to visit Euclid Avenue, | manual of jnstruction is Ey postage. 


Garfield monument and numerous other points of in- | A, J, WEED & CO., 106-108 Liberty St., N. Y- 


terest in one of the most beautiful and charming 
TELEGRAPH Y. 


cities of the United States. From Cleveland the 

boat proceeds to Windsor, Ont., and Detroit, Mich. 

(opposite ports on Detroit River), thence up the Learner's manual of complete instruction, with deserip- 
river. across Lake St. Clair, up the river of same | tion of instruments. How to put up Telegraph Lines, 
name to Sarnia, Ont., and Port Huron, Mich. (op- | Electric Bell Batteries, etc. By mail Free. 

posite each other.) At this point the Grand Trunk J. H. BUNNELL & CO., 76 Cortlandt St., New York. 


railway has atunnel under the river.. Up to three | ———— 
ears ago the cars had to be ferried across. After] [<M SSSSSSSS$SsSS SSS 
‘ DOLLARS IN $ 













eaving Port Huron we stop no more. Crossing Lake 
Huron through the Straits of Mackinaw, and Lake 
Michigan, we arrive in Chicago about eight and one- 





wet ays after Senving iets eat close by WATCHMAKI 
saying that we make about ten such trips every sea- s} made— 
son, and if some of the cousins ever takea trip on Be . aber ite Oar Sonapie — 
y' col In- 
the steamer ‘Acadia.’ if you will look in the pilot- struction Book and set of Jew- 
house you may possibly see yours truly,’ eler*s tools, Price of both $4.75. 
JAMES UNSWORTH, 1813 Memphis St., : reir miata reostpa of price 


Philadel! phia, Pa, 


And now here comes a tale of wild bandit life, 
widely different from those we have been listening to. 


alone, $2.00. Price lists free. 


+ Springfield, Ohio, 
SSSSSSSSSHSSHSS 


“Will you allow a New Mexican to enter your 








band? Ifso, I will tell you of the way 

two horse thieves secured two horses 

from the Harland ranch. About mid- 

night on December 4th, 1891, two 

horse thieves stole forth from a bunch 

of gnteautte bushes in which they had 

been hiding, and with noiseless tread 

secured the friendly shadow of the 
corral. One man braced himself 

against the adobe wall of the corral 

the other quietly climbed onto his shoulders, an 
climbed over; Barnel, the man on the outside threw 
&@ rope over to his ‘pal,’ and they commenced sawing 
the wall with the rope. After considerable hard 
work, the greasers cut an opening into the wall large 
enough to take a horse through. When morning 
dawned a large opening into the corral stared the 
cowboys in the face, and two of the best horses were 
missing, while two greasers were off for Mexico. But 
the way of the transgressor is hard. Before an hour 
ad passed, armed men were on the trail with Har- 
land in the lead, At the close of the second day all 





Comrort. 








was a low, dark, woody-smelling closet, and I hardly 
liked the looks of it; but on holding my lamp into 
its recess I found it to be quite empty. I closed the 
door and retired to rest, 

But once in bed my fears did not abate. I thought 
of all the stories I had ever heard of travelers disap- 
pearing, and of plots and foul play that sometimes 
occurred in remote inns. To be sure, my landlord 
looked like an honest, good-hearted gentleman, but 
who could tell what the secrets of his life might be. 

1 had quite a sum of money with me as I was travel- 
ing for a large firm in New York, and thoughI had 
always called myself a brave man, I owned I was a 
coward that night, and put the money under my pil- 
low and had a loaded revolver close at hand. At last 
I fell into an uneasy slumber which must have lasted 
an hour or two. 

Suddenly I awoke to full consciousness, disturbed 
by that unaccountable feeling that some one was 
near. 

My bed was in sucha position that I could com- 
mand a full view of the room and fire-place, yet the 

















the men had returned except Harland. As the last 
lingering ray of 
sunset light linger- 
ed on the distant 
mountains, a maa 
was sighted down 
the trail. It proved 
es be Harland with 
the stolen , stock, 
and one greaser, 
When the boys 
asked for the sec- 
ond man, Harland 
tapped his gun. 
That night the 
captured Mexican 
got away and 
hasn’t been heard 
ofsince. Perchance 





bed itself was in shadow. My eyes turned to the 
fire-place, and there to my alarm I saw the figure of 
a@ man bending over the andirons. The fire was not 
out, and its ruddy glow formed a bright background 
for the stooping figure. I recognized him at once as 
the man servant who had brought me my supper. 
He passed his hands silently and skillfully over the 
burnished dragon’s heads, as if seeking fora hidden 
spring. 

In a moment a heavy trap-door in the hearth 
slowly lifted, and revealed a dark aperture in the 
floor. To my surprise the man stepped into the 
opening and seemed to be descending some stairs. 

What did this mean? 

It was all done in perfect silence, and I felt sure 
there was but one solution to the mystery. It wasa 
plot against my life. I felt that when the man re- 
turned I must be ready for him. Doubtless I was in 
a nest of thieves and any attempt to leave the room 





he has taken his 

last trail over the 

great divide. An BARNEL.” 

armed guard sleeps 

in the guard-house now on the corral wall at the 

Harland ranch, and electric wires lay hidden there.” 
Oscar ©. Snow, Mesilla Park, New Mexico. 


Another cousin wants to speak before we bid each 
other good-bye for another month, He says: 


“I will tell you a story which was told to me by an 
old soldier about how a deserter is executed, Dur- 
ing the year of 1863 desertions from the army became 
very frequent. If captured, they were usually sent 
to Dry Tortugas, a small island, or group of islands 
in the Gulf of Mexico belonging to the United States. 
The islands are very low and swampy, partly cov- 
ered with mangrove bushes, a species of tropical 
fruit resembling the paw-paw and banana, It is a 
dismal place, and here deserters were compelled to 
serve a term of years with a ball and chain, the same 
as other prisoners. Occasionally aman was hung, 
and sometimes shot. When captured the provost 
marshall of the county returned them to their regi- 
ment and received the reward offered by the State in 
which they were found. They were then tried and 
sentenced by the court martial. Then they were put 
in a tent under a guard, usually consisting of two or 
three armed men. If sentenced to be shot, the court 
~— martial appoints a regiment of sold- 

iers as guard, who escort the prison- 
er to the place of execution, and 
form ina half-circle around him. The 
prisoner is then blind-folded and 
made to kneel on his coffin. Ten 
soldiers are previously appointed as 
executioners, and are commanded by 
a general orcolonel. Their muskets 
are loaded by a committee appointed 
for that purpose, one blank cartridge being placed in 
one of the guns, so that each man may think his gun 
tontains the blank. A quarter-sheet of common 
note-paper is then pinned on the coat of the victim, 
over the heart. The order is given to fire and if the 
shot of the platoon fails to kill, the commander him- 
self must shoot the man. The bravest man in the 
army would weaken if he had this duty to perform, 
but such is the order and it must be obeyed.” 
‘EARL W. NEwMAN, Strawn, Livingstone Co/, IIl. 


In addition to these we have letters from many 
others, which cannot be presented for lack of room. 
Some of the best of them are from Minnie V. Sweet, 
North Sterling. Conn.; C. W. Mcrse, Marshalltown, 
Iowa; Nettie H. Brown, Mountainville, N. Y.; Robert 
E. Boggs, Cottageville, Ky.; and Alice M. Rice, Elm- 
wood, Ill. Mr. Boggs isa blind organist and would 
like to hear from cousins who are interested in 
music. Mrs. Catharine Ladd Ruff, of Greensburg, 
Pa., had ancestors by the names of Joseph and 
Dorothy Ladd who settled near Montpelier, Vt.; she 
would be glad to hear from anyone who can give her 
any trace of them.. Now, how many are going tosend 
me a New Year's gift of twenty-five cents to pay the 
subscription of one new cousin apiece? Hundreds of 
you, I hope. Remember that monthly cash-prize 
offer; somebody wins; is it you? Please notice that 
competitors for cash-prizes are not entitled to any 
other premiums. Some cousins sendin the price of 
one subscription for themselves, (not reading care- 
fully the conditions of our offer) and ask in return 
the first prize of $3.00, a prize-monogram, CoMrorT 
for a year, and a premium besides. What do you 

_ think of that? AUNT MINERVA. 








THE SECRET OF AN ANDIRON. 


WRITTEN FoR ComrorT By C. A. WESTON. 


Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett d Morse Concern. 





HE room into which my landlord ush- 
ered me was large and pleasant, yet an 
indefinable shiver crept over me as I 
crossed its threshold. 

A large open fire-place in the broad 
chimney attracted my 
attention, and I crossed 
the room to stand by the 
cheery fire that.blazed 
on the hearth. In this 
fire-place stood a pair of 
large andirons, whose 
unique design and burn- 
* ished appearance caught 
my eye at once. They 
Tepresented dragons, 
with wide open jaws, 
and nostrils distended, 
from which the smoke 
and sparks of the fire poured forth. . 

The grotesque heads fascinated me, and the more I 
looked at them the more horrible they appeared. I 
turned my attention to other objects in the room, and 
found them all to be the common- place appurtenances 
of a hotel bed-chamber, 


I was weary with a long day’s journey, and had 
wn see of a hearty supper; perhaps that accounted 
lor the uneasy state of my nerves; but the loneliness 
of the surrounding country, and the isolation of the 
house in which I was obliged to take refuge for the 
night, made me nervous and fidgety. 

My gaze returned to the hideous andirons, and I 
wondered what their strange influence over me 
meant. I resolved to go to bed and forget my fears 
in sleep, 

Preparatory to doing that I took a careful survey 
of the room to see if there were any concealed traps 
for unwary travelers. There were only two doors in 
the apartment. One led on to the landing outside, 
and the other opened into a long closet that ran 
under the eaves the whole length of the house. It 





would be useless. 

Grasping my revolver I slipped from the bed, and 
stood ina dark corner farthest from the fire-place. 
At this moment the closet door softly opened, and 
another figure crept forth into my room, and con- 
cealed itself in the chimney corner. As he crossed 
the fire-light I recognized him as my landlord. 

“Here is a conspiracy,” I thought. “Evidently 
they intend to kill me and hide my body in this hid- 
den vault.” 

At this instant the man’s head appeared above the 
trap- door, He looked cautiously around at my bed, 





and stepped upon the hearth. He had something 
carefully concealed beneath his coat. As he paused 
a moment I felt that this was my opportunity. Tak- 
ing careful aim with my revolver I cried: 

“Stir an inch, either one of you, and I shall fire!” 

At this the landlord from his dark corner, cried, 
“For heaven’s sake calm yourself, sir! Let us ex- 
plain matters please.” 

As he called out the servant started violently and 
looked towards the chimney corner. 

“Is that you, master?” he said, faintly. 

“Yes, it is,” replied the landlord, “and I have a 
little account to settle with you, but first let me as- 
sure my guest that we mean him no harm, and re- 
quest that he will not shoot us."’ 

There was something In his voice that reassured 
me, and I hastened to say that I was anxious he 
should explain how they both came in my room at 
dead of night. 

The landlord then confronted the abashed servant 
and said, ‘Look here, my man, what have you got 
under your coat?” 

The man produced two bottles of wine and handed 
them to his master. 

“Ah!” said the landlord, “I knew some one was 
stealing my wine long ago, and that was why I had it 
removed to this hidden cellar. I did not suppose 
any one knew of this stairway except myself, but it 
seems you, too, knew the secret of the andirons.” 

“T saw you once through the key-hole, sir,” ad- 
mitted the servant. 

“T have been watching 
tinued the landlord, “an 
Why did you undertake this 
oosupiedt” 

“Well, you see sir,” said the servant, humbly, “my 
old croney, Joe Barton, came to see me to-night, and 
I wanted to treat him, as we ain't met for so many 
years. I thought the stranger here would slee' 
sound, bein’ so mortal tired, and I run the risk. t 
thought if he did wake up I would explain matters a 

ie.” 

“May I ask how you came from my closet?’ I in- 
quired. 

“Yes, sir, there isadoor at the further end that 
opens into my room. I crept along under the eaves.” 

“And I after you,” said the landlord. “Well, we 
will settle this to-morrow, now let us leave this 
gentleman to finish his nap.” 

He closed the trap-door, and with many apologies 
they left me. I slept better the rest of the night. 

The next day the landlord explained more fully the 
secret of the andirons, and asa parting gift gave me 
a bottle of the rare old wine that came from the hid- 
den cellar. 


‘ou for some time,” con- 
to-night followed you. 
trip when the room was 





HINTS FOR WOMEN, 


Oxalic acid is the best liquid for cleaning brass. 


onset the hands with paper bags while blacking the 
stove. 


Pare fruit with a silver or plated knife, if you 
would not stain your fingers. 


A pinch of soda added to stewed sour fruit makes 
less sugar necessary in sweetening. 


Let potatees lie in cold water an hour before cook- 
ing, if you want them white and mealy. 


Blankets and furs sprinkled with borax and don 
up air-tight, will keep free from moths. . 


A few drops of essential oil of lavender on co - 
wool quickly rids a bed of troublesome insects. =— 


Salt extracts the juices from the meat in cooking. 
Steaks ought not, therefore, to be salted until they 
have been broiled. 


Stair rods should be cleaned with a soft wovlen 
cloth sipped in water, and then in finely sifted 
sete. en rub them with a dry flannel until they 
shine, 


Powdered borax and soap is the best thing for 
cleaning copper kettles. Wet acoarse cloth in hot 
water, soap it well, and sprinkle over it the pow- 
dered borax. 


Boiling water made strong with ammonia and ap- 
plied with a whisk broom cleans willow chairs ad- 
mirably. Soap should never be used, as it turns 
them yellow. 


A cloth wet in hot vinegar will remove paint from 
window glass. Finger marks may be removed from 
varnished furniture by the use ofa little sweet oil 
upon a soft cloth, 


Don't set food in the oven to dry up, but put i 
covered plate or dish and set in 7 an of hot oth te 
the back of the stove. This will Econ the food warm 
and moist if the water is not boiling. 


Cayenne pepper sprinkled freely in the haunts of 
rats will make them leave the premises. Ants do 
not like powdered alum scattered on shelves, nor 
moths damp salt, if used in sweeping carpets. 

If the cat needs medicine don’t try to force it down 
her throat. or mix it with her milk. Smear iton her 
sides, and she will lick it all off clean. In Ireland 
everybody knows how to give medicine to a cat, 

Have a small blank-hook, or make one of note- 
paper, and in it jot from time to time, the little con- | 











veniences or comforts which occur to you for Christ- 
mas presents for your friends. Then you will not be 
troubled at the last minute with the question “what 
shall I get for so-and-so?” 








A WISE DECISION. 


There are thousands of conte men standing 
upon the very threshold of life, trying to make 
a wise decision as to what business or profes- 
sion they will follow. To all such we would 
say, before deciding the question write to B. F. 
Johnson & Co., Richmond, Va. They can be of 
service to you as they have been to others. 
—~- 

A severe but effectual way to kill a felon in its first 
stages (nothing can cure it afterwards) is todip the 
affected part in strong turpentine and then hold it 
overa lamp-chimney, as close as you can possibly 
endure the heat. Repeat this operation several 
times in succession, and you won't have a felon. 
Another way is to take sassafras bark and grind it— 
in the coffee-mill or otherwise—stir into a poultice 
with cold water and apply to the felon. Keep wet by 
putting in cold water; that is,do not let itgetdry, In 
a short time the felon will be killed. 


gem” | «=| LARREGULARITY:. 
Is that what troub- 








les you? Then it’s 
easily and promptly 
remedied by Doctor 
Pierce’s lensant 


Pellets. They regu: 
late the system per- 
fectly. Take one 
for a gentle laxa- 
tive or corrective; 
three for a cathartic, 


If you suffer from 
Constipation, Indi- 
gestion, Bilious At- 
tacks, Sick or Bilious Headaches, or any 
derangement of the liver, stomach, or 
bowels, try these little Pellets. They 
bring a permanent cure. Instead of 
shocking and weakening the system 
with violence, like the ordinary pill 
they act in a perfectly easy and natura 
way. They’re the smallest, the easiest 
to take—and the cheapest, for they’re 
guaranteed to give satisfaction, or your 
money is returned. You pay only for 
the good you get. 


Pinless Clothes Line 


SALESMEN to handle our celebrated Pinless 
Clothes Lines, the only Hine ever invented that will hold 
clothes without pins; the harder the wind blows the firny 

r the clothes are held on the line. Also our famous Founy 
in Ink Eraser, the only eraser in existence that will not 
deface the paper; it works like a fountain pen, erases ink 





find other stains instantly. These articles are a perfect 
Buccess. Agents wanting exclusive territory, must secure 
at once. On receipt 0} Will mail sample of either, or 
sample of both for $i with a price lists terms, Pinlese 
Clo Line Co,, No, 121 St, Worcester, Masa, 
20 Popular Songa, words and music, 25 Por- 
traits of Famous Actressea, Portraita of all 
the Presidents of the U.S, 17 Complete 
B Stories, 63 Tricke in Magic, 56 Amusing 
Experiments, 64 Puzzles, 20 Dlustrated Rebuses, 101 Funny Con- 
undrums, 62 Parlor Games, 324 Jolly Jokes and Funny Stories, 
100 Money-Making Secrets, 100 Cooking Recipes, 22 Tollet Re- 
clipes, 255 Selections for Autograph Albums. AU the above will 
be sent by mail post-paid Free to any one sending Ten Cents 
fora Three Months? subscription to. our mammoth 20-page, 
80 column ilJustrated literary and family paper, The People’s 
Home Journal. Six subscriptions, with all the above free 
to each, sent for 50 cents. This creat offer is made to introduce 
our paper into new homes. Satisfaction guaranteed or money Te 
funded. Address, F, Mi. LUE TON, Publisher? 106 
ork, 

























A 
Lucky 
Discovery. 


1. By sending a posta) with your name and address 
2. To Post-office Box 1692, Boston, Massachusetts, 
%. You will learn how to make from $3 to $8 a day 
&. Without neglecting home duties and without capital, 
&. By handling a wonderful, new Household Specialty 
G. Which Is badly needed in very nearly every home, 
"YZ. And offers pleasant, profitable, permanent positions. 
&. Owners and article have the highest endorsements. 
®. To get particulars and free samples you must act today 
10. AN those who hive done so have discovered 


The 
Chance 
Of a Lifetime. 


Beeman’s Pepsin Gum. 


, CAUTION,—See that the name 
: Beeman is on each wrapper. 

The Perfection of Chewing 
Gum and a Delicious Remedy 
for Indigestion. Each tablet con- 
tains one grain Beeman's pure pepsin. 

Send & cents for sample package. 


THE BEEMAN CHEMICAL Co. 
17 Lake St., Cleveland, 0. 
Originators of Pepsin Chewing Gum. 


CONSUMPTION 


SURELY CURED. 


To THE Eprror—Please inform your read- 
ers that I have a positive remedy for the 
above named disease. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been per- 
manently cured. I shall be glad to send 
two bottles of my remedy free to any of your 
readers who have consumption if they will 
send me their express and post office address. 
T. A. Slocum, M.C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


A fine 14k gold pla- 
ted watch to every 
reader of this paper. 
Cut this ont and send it to us with 
your full name and address, and we 
willsend you one of these elegant, 
richly jeweled, gold finished watches 
by express for examination, and if 
you think it is equal in appearance to 
any $25.00 gold watch pay our sample 
price,$3.50,and {tis yours. We send 
with the watch our guarantee that 
you can return it at any time within 
ove year if not satisfactory, and if 
you sell or cause the sale of six we 


wh ~~ < 








oF 
165 


will give you One Free. Write a6 
once, as we shall send ont sam) 


for 60 days only, Address 
THE NATIONAL M'F'G 
& IMPORTING CO., 


$94 Dearborn St., Obicago, TL 


GENTS, Perfumery ete. onc 
& Terms Free. Herbene Co nate 
| Ebr Practical $5.00 Plating Outfit 
Kither Sex. Mich. Mfg.Co., k134 EB. 


WONDERFUL! ,, 38 ms 
er thousand pald for dit 
0.00 "knee 


NEW CARDS s=*= 
OO SCRAPES 
WATCH SRE" 


National Ti Y 


OPIUM i=: 
Fits 


Epilepsy. The only sure! 
entire cure, to stay cured ff 
Dr Krase M0. 3848 Arsen 


AGENTS vac 


dress, SANDEN ELECTRIC GO., 


Modenes::: 


or 
vionat pai 


CARDS FORI893 
| and Dip-Néedles for 
ROD Si: tseesenters 
Miner’s Agency, B 


~ YOUNG M 


~~ 
a 
Ane 
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LEARN STEAM ENGINEERENG 
Y0 graviogs, sent free to 

& Co. 458 St. | 

INE AND 1 


$100 per month. Send your Dame 
You can now 
sa chance of a} in 
Mo gids $250. Aa Drogeheisae of oe 
2 .' Atall rg! 
bi We UoMsTOCK. reTTE, 1. 


| stamps to F. KEPPY, E oe 
ae 
guide to rapid wealth. 
Lynn 
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| SF AND 
| agNCit) ; 
MUSIC Pror. Rrog’s &§ 
SELF fe cid of & Seaeenn 
cL ie aid of @ 
TAUGHT. _ Established 12 


accompanim 
etc. Ten Lessons 10 OnE TE, 
G. S. RICE MUSIC ©O., 243 


A SELF-MOVING Loco OT IVA 
p Handsome nished 
strong git 
dows. orphas ound wy 
distance across 


locomotive made, 
strength and beauty. Parents should buy one 
Mention this paper and send 15 cents in 
wend Loco: ‘) 


M: A. WHITNEY, Bor 8186, Bostone 
DAVID KILLED GO. 


——wits a——' 
CATAPULT OR P¢ 


So the idea is old but 
& perfect m: 
at this price 
ehenm 
bas great force and ‘ 
strength. Made of a solid piece of rub- 
ber, with cup to hold the projectile. 
Requires no powder, no caps; is neatly 
finished, durable, and can be carried in 
the pocket, as it weighs only three 
ounces. Will shoot shot or bullets with 
accuracy and force, and with a little 
kill birds on the wing or bring down a 
the highest tree. It is the best thing out 
mists, as it will kill without spoiling game 
no report. A boy can have more genuine p 
tie loon sirap: pocket and pulling pare 

e loop, 8: ly etand pu are 
in one solid P hg the best kind of rubb 
15 cents for a three months 8 tion to 
and we send one free, postpaid. oe 
selling them. One dozen sent for $: 
COMFORT, A 





State 


ie 
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~ 
a 
if 


a day passes but what scores of men and women wri 
rin it is dust such a God-send as they h 
hal hem through the hard times and pani 
ives new life, new hope, new ines to 
send to hate nee “y. we 
eary, brings relief to empty tb 
and vigor tofaint hearts. Thousands are 
FORTUNES 
of home and 
have been 
A y to 
Poverty to 
tistics show 
in the his- 
Country bee ctable, and permanent @ 
e , Or res ie, chal 
ing been offered. to the people as 
y Investment discovery of the 
Year. Thousands Sinvs by its aid been 
common country cart into the 
Do youlwial to do Unewiae sie 80, send 
and address and we will su you, post} 
outfit, and for the name of a Peliable frient 
Cash Cert., in Bdvance: Ay Wits —_ 
only cost you a postal you m 
49. clear or the minute of time used, 
and can then drop the matter if you 
desire after investigation. If you pre- 
fer to write at home, distribute cireu- 
lara, or work on salary, let us know. 
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All the above faces are 
person, and the wonder- 
tirely by our false mus- 
and whiskers. For Pri- 
Minstrel Shows, Cha- 
Entertainments, etc., 
Marvellous changes ef- 
Nothing will . 
yy alter one’s 
boycan be 
transformed 
so that even 
heart and 
to recognize 
are all made 
material — genuine 
giving them a wavy 
ance. Can be in- 
taches have wire at- 
are secured with 
be fastened to, or re- 
with ease. These 
last a lifetime, and 
coats every boy on have his own oie 
ustac! and goatees, — gray, 
brown and black pris 7 cents a our | 
cents per dozen, Goatees, 5 cents ou! 
40 cents per dozen. Beards or Whiskers 
light, medium, or dastiire , and E 
Whiskers with Mustach 
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should reign supreme at 
this season of the year. 
And Comrort’s clever 
artist has made it per- 
fectly clear that even the 
pots and pans of the pan- 
try—the crocks and ket- 
tles of the kitchen, should 
simmer and smile and join 
in this jollity on account 
of the good things they 
‘contain at Christmas time. 
Our Chats this month will, 
therefore, deal chiefly with 
holiday dinners. 

It is one of the weak- 
nesses of human nature, to 
long and strive for that 
| which is expensive or diieult to obtain, and to 
| pass over that which is cheap or nearat hand. 
‘Tnis applies to cooking as well as to other 
things. 

Take for instance, the rabbit. In those parts 
where it is scarce it is considered a great deli- 
cacy and is highly prized,as well as high-priced, 
| On account of its flavor. Yet millions of coun- 
| try people can get them for little or nothing. 
| They can be prepared like English hare— 

larded, braised and jugged. They may be 
| cooked simply like chicken if you wish, roasted 
| or fricasseed; or they may be cut in suitable 
} Parsons and dropped into deep, hot fat and 
| fried until they are brown and tender, after 
| having been rolled, or not, in bread-crumbs, as 
| one'prefers. 

Larding isa process much used by aa 
cooks we; ie which should be learned by 
| GComrorr rediiers, as it gives juiciness and flavor 

to otherwise dry meats. Barding is still easier; 
. it means covering the breast of a bird, grouse, 
quailor other game, with a thin slice of fat 
| pork, securely tied on, which preserves the 
vor and juiciness of the bird and prevents 
88 or wasting. cr 
ey ing is done with a needle (like illustra- 
poem) which can be bought for ten cents from 
any well-appointed kitchen furn- 

| ishing store. Selecta piece of salt 
eb dry-salted if possible, that is 
from lean. Cut it into slices 
rallel with the rind and these 
nto strips of four equal sides and 
the required length. Thread the 
larding needle with these strips 
and run the point into the meat 
about one-third of an inch deep, 
and holding the end of the strip so 
will not come through, letting it 
come out about an inch from where 
it was inserted, with the pork strip 

projecting a little at either end. 

But tocome back to our larded 
rabbit. As has been said, it mag be 
roasted, fricasseed or jugged. The 

latter isa favorite dish wherever it 

is kmown. Skin, draw and wash 

with care. Cut into pieces and roll 

them in flour. For tworabbits take 

one onion, two bay leaves and three 

cloves, six allspices, one table- 
spoonful of lemon juice, four table- 

spoonfuls of sherry (it may be left 

awl half a cup of butter, four 

mfuls of flour, three cup- 

fals of water, and one tablespoon- 

fulof mushroom or tomato ketch- 
up, (ifconvenient). Put the butter 
into a frying pan and when hot put 
in the meat, browning it well on 
sides. Drain from the butter 

and place in a stewpan. Stir into 
pe byeiey in frying- an such of the 
four as was teft. Stir until the 
mixture is smooth, then add the 

water by degrees and cook for ten 
“minutes. Pour over the meat in 
the stewpan. Add the spice, salt 





LARDING NEEDLE. 





and pepper, putting in the onion whole. Cover] asked, 


closely and cook slowly an hour and a half or 
Until quite tender, then add the wine, lemon 
juice and ketchup. Dish ona hot platter and 
“strain the sauce over it. Serve with boiled rice. 
Squirrels may be cooked in the same way. Of 
eure sp lca pad eres Mig) ary 

geese, ducks or any ‘owl may be 
abstituced, 


- Ifthe generous provider has brought home 
More rabbit or squirrel than can be used at 
once, a marinade or pickle may be made. Take 
One pint of vinegar, one pint water, one onion 
into which stick 3 cloves,2 bay leaves, half a 
allspice, one tablespoonful of salt, one 

fozen whole pepper corns or one dozen chili 
ppers cut in halves. Prepare the game as 
roasting, place in astone jaror crock and 
tover with the liquid. Let it remain two or 
three days; then take from the jar and stew or 
braise it. Braising isdoneinadeep pan with 
Spe fiting cover, either in the oven or on top 
the stove. Only enough water is used to 
wee the meat from burning. Herbs and vege- 
tables such as carrots, turnips and potatoes 
be added if liked. To braise one rabbit we 

uld cut’ 6ne-eighth of a pound of salt pork 

in slices to cover the bottom of the baking pan. 
If vegetables are used pa upon the pork two 
tablespoonfuls each of chopped onion, carrot, 
turnip and celery. Lay the meat upon this and 
a it with flour. Coverand cook one-half 
a moderate oven. Then pour over one 
r or stock, dredge again with 

salt and pepper. Cook very slowly 
vered, fortwo hours longer. At the 
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end of the two hours add more stock or water, 
and a thickening made of one tablespoonful of 
corn starch mixed with one-half cup of cold 
water. During the last half hour cook the meat 
uncovered to a delicate brown. Serve on a 


OY and good feeling| Warm platter. Strain a portion of the gravy 


over itand put the rest ina gravy dish. To 
braise successfully the cooking must be slowly 
done, and it is well to place a grate or iron 
ring under the braising pan. 

One of the nicest ways to utilize chicken, 
turkey or goose livers is to cook them en 
brochette. The lover of good things orders this 
dainty at a hotel, under this high-sounding 
name; and it comes to him on a handsome sil- 
ver monogram skewer, for which he pays the 
modest little sum of cne dollar, which does not 
include the skewer. Yet this prize delicacy is 
within easy reach of most CoMFoRT readers, es- 
pecially at this season 
of the year when so 
many fowls of various 
kind are being used. 
Many families, indeed, 
throw away the livers 
and hearts, thinking 
them unfit to eat. It is 
not necessary to have a 
silver skewer, as ahome- 
made wooden one will 
do just as well. String 
on it, alternate thin’ 
slices of liver, which 
have been thorough] 
seasoned with salt an 
pepper, and bacon (or 
salt pork). Rest the 
ends of the skewer on @ 
narrow cake tin and 
cook ten minutes in a 
very hot oven. Serve 
each skewerful on a 
slice of toast 

It. is wel] at the holi- 
day season to cook sev- 
eral fowls at a time. The 
labor is not much more, 
when all are done at 
once, and by eating them 
cold for a day or two 
after the grand feast the 
mother and the cook are 
given a rest or aholiday; 
these fowls which are tS 
be eaten cold should, by 
all means, be larded, as 
they are much more 
juicy and sweet and ten- 
der in that case. Other 
Christmas dishes may be 
prepared as follows: 


Roast Gooss. 


First remove all pin- 
feathers and singe the 
reer Remove the liver, 

eart and gizzard, and 
be sure the “crop” is 
taken out, as market- 
men are sometimes very 
careless in this respect. 
Wash thoroughly, using 
a little soda in the water 
to remove any strong or 
oily flavor. Stuff with 
mashed potatoes highly BACON. 
season with onions,sage, 
salt and pepper, or with equal parts of bread 
crumbs, chopped apples and boiled onions sea- 
soned with salt, penper and-sage. Many add 
the chopped liver, heart and gizzard, previ- 
ously boiled. A chestnut dressing also is de- 
licious. Sew and truss. Cover the breast with 
thin slices of fat pork, put on a rack in a bak- 
ing pan. Place inthe oven for three quarters 
of an hour, then pour off the oil which the heat 
has extracted. ke off the pork and dredge 
well with flour. Place again in the oven and 
when the flour is browned,add a little hot water 
and baste often. Dredge with flour after bast- 
ing. Cook until brown and tender. Serve with 
apple sauce. 

Carving is almost as much of an accomplish- 
ment as cooking. It was Mr. Kinsabby who 
“Will the coming man or woman be 
able to carve nplpee tag anything except soup 
and apple sauce? he present generation 
needs 2 hatchet and saw and a step ladder, so 
that when papacarves the goose cohaes can 
climb up to the chandelier and fish out the 
wish-bone.” No better general directions can 
be given than first to slice off carefully at their 
dy the legs and the wings, leaving the body 

ree to be cut—according as the meat is dark or 
light. Bear in mind always this refinement of 
good carving; the dark meat isto be cut into 
thick, solid bits, the light meat to be sliced 
thin and newaryr & 

Never forget the vegetables, nor of course the 
salads. The oldera nation grows the less ani- 
mal food it uses and the more cereals, fruits 
and vegetables become the food of the people. 
ComForT readers have carrots and turnips, 
parsnips and squash, cabbage and onions, one 
or two varieties of which should be served with 





CHICKEN LIVERS AND 





LARDED FOWL. 


a dinner, but never more, as too great a variety 
is the bane not only of the American table but 
of the American kitchen, 


Comrort. 











There is no more attractive, palatable or 
wholesome dish than a po salad, nor one 
more easily properet. They are made of al- 
most any kind of meat or fish, with some vege- 
table as lettuce or celery or cabbage, with one 
sopesttie alone or a combination of vegetables. 
Salad dressings are of various kinds. The 
French dressing is the simplest and best fora 
vegetable ealad, The ingredients are 1 salt- 
spoonful salt, one-half saltspoonful pepper,3 
tablespoonfuls oil, one tablespoonful of vine- 
gar. A little onion-juice is sometimes added 
or asmall portion of mixed mustard. Add the 
oil to the salt and pepper, then the vinegar. A 
very delicate, creamy salad dressing is 


MAYONNAISE A LA REINE. 


Into a porcelain or granite ware sauce-pan 
oe not use one of iron or tin) put a teaspoon- 
ulof dry mustard. Add four dessert-spoon- 
fuls of oil, orthe same of melted butter. Mix 
well, using a wooden or silver spoon. Add one 
teaspoonful of sugar and one scant teaspoonful 
of salt. Breakinthree fresh eggs. Beat well. 
Add two-thirds of a cup of sweet cream, and 
stirring it ina little at atime, half a cup of 
vinegar. Mix thoroughly. Place the sauce- 
an ina dish of hot water and stir slowly until 
he dressing is about as thick as boiled custard. 
Be careful and not let the mixture curdle. 

Of course begin a holiday dinner with a soup. 
Cream soups have quite superseded other or 
heavier varieties at dinners. They are of in- 
finite varieties. Under that name they may be 
found from cream of chicken, said to be the 
favorite of England’s Queen, to one made of 
onions, carrots or potatoes. One formula 
answers for all. It consists of a thickened 
milk or cream foundation and the addition of 
the vegetable or meat or fish from which it 
takes its name. Cream of celery is one of the 
most delicious and easily prepared. 


CREAM OF CELERY. 


One head of celery. One pint of water, one 
pint of milk, one tablespoonful of chopped 
onion, one tablespoonful of butter, one table- 
spoonful of flour, one-half teaspoonful of salt, 
one-half saltspoonful of pepper. Having 
washed and scraped the celery, cut it into 
small pieces, put it into the pint of boiling 
salted waterand cook until very soft. Mash 
in the water in which it was boiled. Cook the 
onion with the milk ina double boiler, (or a 
tin pail placed ina kettle of wdter) for ten 
minutes, andaddtothecelery. Put all through 
a strainer and return to the double boiler. 
Melt the butter in a small sauce-pan, add the 
flour and stir until smooth. To this add a lit- 
tle of the liquid mixture, then stirit into the 
boiling soup. Add eyeing boil five minutes 
and serve very hot. It may be varied by using 
chicken stock (the liquor left from boiling 
chickens), in place of the water, and adding a 
cup or less of cream to the hot soup just before 
serving. In this way you have a much richer 
soup. 

Now having had soup and roast and vegeta- 
bles and salad, the question is, what shall we 
have for dessert? Asan answer to this query 
we dedicate to our readers a new, attractive 
and wholesome dish, which shall be known as 


ComFort PuppINne. 


Take half acup of pearl tapioca soaked two 
or three hours or over night in cold water, one 
pint of water, halfacup of sugar, a little salt, 
the grated rind of one orange orlemon. Put the 
soaked tapioca into a double boiler, or a tin 
pail set ina kettle of boiling water, with one 
pint of warm water. Place on the back of the 
stove and cook until clear, stirring occasion- 
ally. Then add the salt, sugar, and orange- 
rind, one banana cut in rather thin slices, and 
one orange cut into thin slices across the fruit. 
A little white wine or sherry may be added if 


liked, Letitstand on the back of the stove for 
half of an hour. Serve warm with cream 
sauce. Almost any fruit may be substituted 


for orange and banana, and this receipt may be 
raced by adding half a cup of grated pine- 
apple. 

Make by the same rule, substituting for the 
above fruits, canned or fresh apricots, peaches 
or plums, strawberries, raspberries or black- 
berries, you will find the pudding delicious. In 
using canned fruits add some of the juice, 
using less water. Sago may be used for a 
change in place of tapioca. Prunes prevtonaly, 
cooked until tender then added with some of 


the juice give a delightful variety. 


Cream Sauce. 


Whites of two eggs beaten toa stiff froth; 
add to them by degrees one cup of powdered or 
granulated woes the powdered is best). Stir 
in if liked a wine glass of wine, cider would do, 
oae-half teaspoonful of vanilla extract, and 
four tablespoonfuls of hot cream or milk. 
Serve at once. The flavoring may be changed 
by using grated lemon or orange rind and 
uice. 

4 Another novelty for our readers is the 


Comrort Squash PUDDING. 


One pint of steamed and strained squash or 
pumpkin, one quart of boiling milk, one cupful 
of sugar, 5 eggs, a little salt, one teaspoonful of 

owdered cinnamon, rind and juice of a lemon 

fconvenient. Add the sugar, salt and spice to 
the squash, slowly pour on the boiling milk 
and stir well. When alittle cooladd the eggs 
well beaten). Bake ina pudding dish, placed 
na pan of hot water, in a moderate oven until 
<— in the centre. Serve with cream, warm or 
cold. 

The newly advanced theory that the food of 
our first parents, viz:—fruits for bread and nuts 
for meat, is the royal road to health, suggests a 
new field for the housewife who longs for whole- 
some novelties for an after dinner dainty. This 
fruit and nut food is delicious. Select dates, 
take out the stone and inits place puta nut, 
almond, half an English walnut, or hickory 
nut. Prunes may be stuffed in the same man- 
ner. Selected layer-raisins may be strung on 
little wooden skewers alternately with walnuts, 
and are a novelty in desserts. 

Our next article will deal with “day after 
holiday” dinners; and now having provided 
you with a varied and wholesome menu fora 
Christmas dinner, may you all partake of, and 
enjoy it with bright prospects for the future, 
and increased interest in good, wholesome, 
home cookery. 

V———S eee 
Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy, 
Mrs. Winstow’s Soornine Syrup for children 


teething. It soothes the child, softens the gums, 
allays pain, cures wind colic and is the best. 





T. VITUS DANCE. One bottle Dr.M.M.Fenner's Speci- 
fic always cures. Circular with cures, Fredonia,N.Y, 





OUNG MEN AND WOMEN. Light honorable 
employment at home, will pay $20 to $40 per week, 
write us. MATTOON & CO., OsweaGo, N, Y. 
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A Set, containing THREE of thes« 
wonderful Christy Knives, sent to any 
address on receipt of $1.00. One for 
Bread, one for Cake and the other for 
Paring. OTHER KNIVES for Cake, 50c ; 
Paring, 15c; Carver, 75c; Lemon Slicer, 
50c; Saw, 75c; Table (Set of 6) $1.00. 
Agents make ten dollars a day selling these Knives. 


Wrice at once for territory, terms, etc. 
CHRISTY KNIFE CO., Bor C, Fremont, Ohio. 


COFFEES, SPICES EXTRACTS 


direct from Importers to 
Consumers. For 18 years we have been 
offering Premiums to Clubs and large 
buyers of Dinner, Tea and Toilet 
Sets, Silver Ware, Table Linen, 
Lace Curtains, etc., ail of our own 
importation, and bought for Cash direct 
from manufacturers. Our fully illus 
trated 150-page Catalogue will interest, and we will be 
pleased to mail YOU one upon receipt of your address. 


LONDON TEA CO., 195 Congress St., Boston. 
DELICATE CAKE. 


; Bait meno yet nous break 
c eee he: ing. PerfectionTins require 
PERFECTION no greasing. We send 3 layer 
= tins by mail for 30 cts or3 for 
CAKE TINS cts. Write for Circulars to 
Agents Wanted. RICHARDSON MFG. CO.,C St.,Bath,N.Y. 


GOLD - SILVER - NICKEL, PLATING 


trade easily learn costs little to start. I w ur- 
nish outfits and give work in part payment. Circulars 
F,. LOWEY, 191 Duffield St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 


free. 
AGENT WANTED. Hunting's AutomaticWater 
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Distiller is the best to remove from water, 
Bacteria, Lime and See ere cause of pre- 
mature old age and death. Ad, Dr. N. Hunting, Albany,N.Y 


HABIT. The BEST CURE known. 
OPIUME: fore pay is required. Dr, 
M.C. Benham & Co., Richmond, Ind. 

6 OF THE RUT. Don't work for some 
ET tT} other man, but send for our book which 
tells how to become wealthy in short time by honest 


and legitimate methods. Price by mail, $1. Address 
DIRECTORY CO., Box 116, West Plains, Mo. 


LA D CANVASSERS 


WANTED. 


Tésell a new Household Article—can make a dny. 
Send 15 cents for samples and particu! 
B. J. TIMBERLAKE Mfr., Jackson, Mich. 


WANTED. Male and Female, to sell our new 
Meat Chopper and Slaw Cutter. meeirely new; 
sells to every housekeeper. Also our |, Cak 
and @ knife, carver, kettle cleaner 
knife sharpener. Outfit$2.00 
ng 6 ota. 
llers, b: me Co. 
r 
Clauss shear © 


FREMONT, 0, aad TORONTO, ONT. 


Havby CODBLER ConmEeTEsEOs 
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for home use. Great time 





_., cles 
2 articles, boxed, 20 1bs.,83. 
No. 2 without extra har- 
ness tools, 22 articles, 17 
lbs., @2. Catalogue free. 
ts wanted. - In order 
Gi ve R. R. or Exp. sta- 
n and name this paper. 
KUHN & CO., Moline, Ili 
x : SPOoOoNns 
will give any lad OncDosen qa Heavy Bliver 
Biased, latest lo Gesignyvarran to wear, who wi 
of 1 Dozen Boxes of wiey’s Cc Balve (cure 
warranted) among friends, at 25c a box. Task no money In 
advance, simply send your name; I mafl you 
age When sold you ea the money and Twit 
ldozen me Tea Spoons, + take salve 
Fg rou cant rap all the risk. | Address 
wuenecass WE PAY EXPRESS CHARGES. 
er nscee hts out etre 
set Zatsena tora Bile’ your fa 
Dame and addressand we will 


agent 
Ours 
ateh a con Gy 
A Icnotsatistectoss fal we 6 
5 ou wo 
Sorn EP will give you one trea. Order at 
FI once; offer good for only 9 days, 
UNION WATCH CO., 35 to 39 College Place, M. Y. 


UR FEET WARM 


FOOT BATTERY 
i \ _ " 


QNETIC FOOT BA TERIES phallenge 
any poten: wi al 
ur fest warm. These FOOT BATTIORTES 
ains from feet and limbe,cause 
youth. ‘Think of the loxury of WARM FaEE Tt 
ux) 
winter in all weather! These MAGNETIC BATTER- 
TES increase the flow of blood, vitalize it and cause 
a most delightfu' feeling the moment your feet rest 
upon Shese powertal MOGHETTG LES. The 
will cu: atism ura! WELLIN 
ofthe LIMBS. Ev : i SS ae and satis- 


ng 
worn-out feelings! A pair of our 
FOOT BA’ win” 


charm on and give you ponatian of 
a 

WARMTH and ViGoi at once. wade pair of them 

quick. %1.00, or three pare for any size by 

path 9 Gand te ont boa A Pl. “oad be Traits” 
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band? If so, I will tell you of the way 

two horse thieves secured two horses 

from the Harland ranch. About mid- 

night on December 4th, 1891, two 

horse thieves stole forth from a bunch 

of mesquite bushes in which they had 

been hiding, and with noiseless tread 

secured the friendly shadow of the 

corral. One man braced himself 

against the adobe wall of the corral 

the other quietly climbed onto his shoulders, and 
climbed over; Barnel, the man on the outside threw 
@ rope over to his ‘pal,’ and they commenced sawing 
the wall with the rope. After considerable hard 
work, the greasers cut an opening into the wall large 
enough to take a horse through. When morning 
dawned a large opening into the corral stared the 
cowboys in the face, and two of the best horses were 
missing, while two greasers were off for Mexico. But 
the way of the transgressor is hard, Before an hour 
passed, armed men were on the trail with Har- 
land in the lead. At the close of the second day all 
the men had returned except Harland. As the last 
lingering ray of 
sunset light linger- 
ed on the distant 
mountains, a man 
was sighted down 
the trail. It proved 
es be Harland with 
the stolen , stock, 
and one greaser, 
When the boys 
asked for the sec- 
ond man, Harland 
tapped his gun. 








That night the 
captured Mexican 
got away and 
hasn’t been heard 
ofsince. Perchance 
he has taken his 
last trail over the 
great divide. An 
armed guard sleeps 





BARNEL. 
inthe guard-house now on the corral wall at the 


Harland ranch, and electric wires lay hidden there.” 
Oscar C. Snow, Mesilla Park, New Mexico. 


Another cousin wants to speak before we bid each 
other good-bye for another month. He says: 


“I will tell you a story which was told tome by an 
old soldier about how adeserter is executed. Dur- 
ing the year of 1863 desertions from the army became 
very frequent. If captured, they were usually sent 
to Dry Tortugas, a small island, or coup of islands 
in the Gulf of Mexico belonging to the United States. 
The islands are very low and swampy, partly cov- 
ered with mangrove bushes, a species of tropical 
fruit resembling the paw-paw and banana. Ij is a 
dismal place, and here deserters were compelled to 
serve a term of years with a ball and chain, the same 
as other prisoners, Occasionally aman was hung, 
and sometimes shot. When captured the provost 
marshall of the county returned them to their regi- 
ment and received the reward offered by the State in 
which they were found. They were then tried and 
sentenced by the court martial, Then they were put 
in a tent under a guard, uanally. consisting of two or 
three armed men. If sentenced to be shot, the court 
— martial appoints a regiment of sold- 
iers as guard, who escort the prison- 
er to the place of execution, and 
form ina half-circle around him, The 
prisoner is then blind-folded and 
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was a low, dark, woody-smelling closet, and I hardly 
liked the looks ‘of it; but on holding my lamp into 
its recess I found it to be quite empty. I closed the 
door and retired to rest. 

But once in bed my fears did not abate. I thought 
of all the stories I had ever heard of travelers disap- 
pearing, and of plots and foul play that sometimes 
occurred in remote inns, To be sure, my landlord 
looked like an honest, good-hearted gentleman, but 
who could tell what the secrets of his life might be. 

I had quite a sum of money with me as | was travel- 
ing for a large firm in New York, and though! had 
always called myself a brave man, I owned I was a 
coward that night, and put the money under my pil- 
low and had a loaded revolver close at hand. At last 
I fell into an uneasy slumber which must have lasted 
an hour or two. 

Suddenly I awoke to full consciousness, disturbed 
by that unaccountable feeling that some one was 
near. 

My bed was in sucha position that I could com- 
mand a full view of the room and fire-place, yet the 
bed itself was in shadow. My eyes turn to the 
fire-place, and there to my alarm [I saw the figure of 
aman bending over the andirons. The fire was not 
out, and its ruddy glow formed a bright background 
for the stooping figure. I recognized him at once as 


the man servant who had brought me my supper. 
He passed his hands silently and skillfully over the 
burnished dragon's heads, as if seeking fora hidden 
| spring. 

in a moment a heavy trap-door in the hearth 
slowly lifted, and revealed a dark aperture in the 
floor. To my surprise the man stepped into the 


opening and seemed to be descending some stairs, 

What did this mean? 

It was all done in perfect silence, and I felt sure 
there was but one solution to the mystery. It wasa 
plot against my life. I felt that when the man re- 
turned I must be ready for him. Doubtless I was in 
a nest of thieves and any attempt to leave the room 
would be useless. 

Grasping my revolver I slipped from the bed, and 
stood ina dark corner farthest from the fire-place. 
At this moment the closet door softly opened, and 
another figure crept forth into my room, and con- 
cealed itselfin the chimney corner, As he crossed 
the fire-light I recognized him as my landlord. 

“Here is a conspiracy,” I thought. “Evidently 
they intend to kill me and hide my body in this hid- 
den vault.” 

At this instant the man’s head appeared above the 
trap- door. He looked cautiously around at my bed, 





made to kneel on his coffin, Ten| and stepped upon the hearth. He had somethin 
soldiers are previously appointed a6 | carefully concealed beneath his coat. As he pause 


executioners, and are commande: 

ageneral or colonel. Their muskets 

are loaded by a committee appointed 
for that purpose, one blank cartridge being placed in 
one of the guns, so that each man may think his gun 
tontains the blank. A quarter-sheet of common 
mote-paper is then pinned on the coat of the victim, 
over 
shot of the platoon fails to kill, the commander him- 
self must shoot the man. The bravest man in the 
army would weaken if he had this duty to perform, 
but such is the order and it must be obeyed.” 

Earp W. NEWMAN, Strawn, Livingstone Co/, Ill. 


Y|amoment I felt that this was my opportunity. 


Tak- 
ing careful aim with my revolver I cried: 

“Stir an inch, either one of you, and I shall fire!” 

Atthis the landlord from his dark corner, cried, 
“For heaven’s sake calm yourself, sir! Let us ex- 
plain matters please.” 

As he called out the servant started violently and 


e heart. The order is given to fire and if the | jooked towards the chimney corner. 


“Is that you, master?” he said, faintly. 

“Yes, it is,” replied the landlord, “and I have a 
little account to settle with you, but first let me as- 
sure "y guest that we mean him no harm, and re- 
quest that he will not shoot us,” 

There was something In his voice that reassured 


In addition to these we have letters from many me, and I hastened to say that I was anxious he 


ethers, which cannot be presented for lack of room. 


should explain how they both came in my room at 


Some of the best of them are from Minnie V. Sweet, | dead of night. 


North Sterling. Conn.; C. W. Mcrse, Marshalltown, 


The landlord then confronted the abashed servant 
and said, ‘*Look here,my man, what have you got 


lowa; Nettie H. Brown, Mountainville, N, Y.; Robert | under your coat?” 


E. Boggs, Cottageville, Ky.; and Alice M. Rice, Elm- 
wood, Ill. Mr. Boggs isa blind organist and would 


The man produced two bottles of wine and handed 
them to his master. 
“Ah!” said the landlord, “I knew some one was 


like to hear from cousins who are interested in| stealing my wine long ago, and that was why I had it 


music, Mrs. Catharine Ladd Ruff, of Greensburg, 


Pa., had ancestors by the names of Joseph and | seems you, too, knew the secret of t 


Dorothy Ladd who settled near Montpelier, Vt.; she 
would be glad to hear from anyone who can give her 


any trace of them.. Now, how many are going tosend | tinued the landlord 


me a New Year's gift of twenty-five cents to pay the 
subscription of one new cousin apiece? Hundreds of 
you, I hope. 


Remember that monthly cash-prize | old croney, Joe Ba 


removed to this hidden cellar. I did not suppose 
any one knew of this stairway escent myself, but it 
e andirons,” 
“I saw you once through the key-hole, sir,” ad- 
mitted the servant. 
“T have been watching oe for some time," con- 
“and to-night followed you. 
Why did you undertake this trip when the room was 
oqrepies a 
“Well, you see sir,” said the servant, humbly, “my 
in, came to see me to-night, and 


offer; somebody wins; is it you? Please notice that I wanted to treat him, as we ain't met for so many 


competitors for cash-prizes are not entitled to any 


years. 


I thought the stranger here would slee 
sound t 


bein’ so mortal tired, and I run the risk. 


other premiums. Some cousins send in the price of thought if he did wake up I would explain matters a 


one subscription for themselves, (not reading care- 


ttle.” 
“May I ask how you came from my closet?’ I in- 


tully the conditions of our offer) and ask in return | quired. 


the first prize of $3.00, a prize-monogram, CoMFORT 
for a year,and a premium besides. What do you 
think of that? AUNT MINERVA. 





THE SECRET OF AN ANDIRON. 


WRITTEN FoR CoMFORT BY C. A. WESTON. 


Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern, 


HE room into which my landlord ush- 


ered me was large and pleasant, yet an | gto: 


indefinable shiver crept over me as I 
crossed its threshold. 

A large open fire-place in the broad 

ohimney attracted my 

attention, and I crossed 

the room to stand by the 


on the hearth. In this 


unique design and burn- 
* ished appearance caught 
;my eye at once. They 
represented dragons, 
with wide open jaws, 
and nostrils distended, 
from which the smoke 
and sparks of the fire poured forth. 





large andirons, whose | steaks ought not, t 


“Yes, sir, there isadoor at the further end that 
opens into my room, I crept along under the eaves." 

“And I after you,” said the landlord. “Well, we 
will settle this to-morrow, now let us leave this 
gentleman to finish his nap.” 

He closed the trap-door, and with many apologies 
they left me. I slept better the rest of the night. 

The next day the landlord explained more fully the 
secret of the andirons, and asa parting gift gave me 
a bottle of the rare old wine that came from the hid- 
den cellar. 


ee 


HINTS FOR WOMEN. 


Oxalic acid is the best liquid for cleaning brass. 


Cover the hands with paper bags while blacking the 
ve, 


Pare fruit with a silver or plated knife, if you 
would not stain your fingers. 


A pinch of soda added to stewed sour fruit makes 
less sugar necessary in sweetening, 


Let potatoes lie in cold water an hour before cook- 
ing, if you want them white and mealy. 


Blankets and furs sprinkled with borax and done 


cheery fire that. blazed | up air-tight, will keep free from moths. 


A few drops of essential oil of lavender on cotton- 


fire-place stood a pair of wool quickly rids a bed of troublesome insects, 


Salt extracts the juices from the meat in cooking. 
erefore, to be salted until they 

have been broiled. 
Stair rods should be cleaned with a soft wovlen 
cloth dipped in water, and then in finely sifted 
en rub them with a dry flannel until they 


Powdered borax and soap is the best thing for 
cleaning copper kettles. Wet acoarse cloth in hot 
water, soap it well, and sprinkle over it the pow- 
dered borax. 


Boiling water made strong with ammonia and ap- 


Fhe grotesque heads fascinated me, and the more! | plied with a whisk broom cleans willow chairs ad- 


looked at them the more horrible they appeared. I 
turned my attention to other objects in the room, and 


found them all to be the common-place appurtenances | window glass. 


of a hotel bed-chamber. 


mirably. Soap should never be used, as it turns 
them yellow, 


A cloth wet in hot vinegar will remove paint from 


Finger marks may be removed from 
varnished furniture by the use ofa little sweet oil 


I was weary with a long day's journey, and had | @PO™ a soft cloth, 


ken of a hearty supper; perhaps that accounted 


lor the uneasy state of my nerves; but the loneliness | covered plate or dish and set ina 
of the surrounding country, and the isolation of the | the back of the stove. This will 


Don't set food in the oven to dry up, but put itina 


pen of hot water on 
eep the food warm 


house in which I was obliged to take refuge for the | and moist if the water is not boiling. 


night, made me nervous and fidgety. 


My gaze returned to the hideous andirons, and I | y, 


wondered what their strange influence over me 
meant, I resolved to go to bed and forget my fears 
in sleep. 

Preparatory to doing that I took acareful survey 
of the room to see if there were any concealed tra) 
tor unwary travelers. There were only two doors in 
the apartment. One led on to the landing outside, 
and the other opened into a long closet that ran 
under the eaves the whole length of the house. It | 


Cayenne pepper sprinkled freely in the haunts of 
‘ats will make them leave the premises. Ants do 
not like powdered alum scattered on shelves, nor 
moths damp salt, if used in sweeping carpets. 

If the cat needs medicine don’t try to force it down 
her throat. or mix it with her milk. Smear it on her 
sides, and she will lick it all off clean. In Ireland 
every body knows how to give medicine to a cat. 


Hevea small blank-book, or make one of note- 


| in it jot from time to time, the little cone | 


| Clothes Lines, the onl 





veniences or comforts which occur to you for Christ- 
mas presents for your friends. Then you will not be 
troubled at the last minute with the question “what 
shall | get for s0-and-so?” 





A WISE DECISION. 


There are thousands of yeane men standing 
upon the very threshold of life, trying to make 
a wise decision as to what business or profes- 
sion they will follow. To all such we would 
say, before deciding the question write to B. F, 
Johnson & Co., Richmond, Va. They can be of 
service to you as they have been to others. 


———— ne 
A severe but effectual way to kill a felon in its first 
stages (nothing can cure it afterwards) is todip the 
affec part in strong turpentine and then hold it 
overa lamp-chimney, as close as you can possibly 
endure the heat. Repeat this operation several 
times in succession, and you won't have a felon, 
Another way is to take sassafras bark and grind it— 
in the coffee-mill or otherwise—stir into a poultice 
with cold water and apply to the felon. Keep wet by 
putting in cold water; that is, do not let itgetdry, In 
a short time the felon will be killed. 

IRREGULARITY. 

Is that what troub- 

les your Then it’s 

easily and promptly 

remedied by Doctor 

Pierce’s Plensant 

Pellets. They regu, 

late the system per- 

fectly. Take one 

for a gentle laxa- 

tive or corrective; 

three for a cathartic, 

If you suffer from 

Constipation, Indi- 

gestion, Bilious At- 

tacks, Sick or Bilious Headaches, or any 
derangement of the liver, stomach, or 





bowels, try these little Pellets. ‘They 
bring a permanent cure. Instead of 
shocking and weakening the system 


with violence, like the ordinary pills, 
they act in a perfectly easy and natural 
way. They’re the smallest, the easiest 
to take—and the cheapest, for they’re 
guaranteed to give satisfaction, or your 
money is returned. You pay only for 
the good you get. 
SALESMEN to handle our celebrated Pinlesa 
line ever invented that will hold 
clothes without pins; the harder the wintl blows the firm, 
r the clothes are held on the line. Also our famous Fo! 

n Ink Eraser, the only eraser in existence that will n 
fleface the paper; it works like a fountain pen, erases in 
tnd other stains instantly. These articles are a perfect 


uccess. Agents wanting éxclusive territory, must secure 
Wnt once, On receipt o! will mail sample of either, or 


rt le of both for $1, with price lists terms, Pinlese 
arth ‘O 121 Hermon St. Worcester, Masa, 


Clo Line Co,, 
20 Popular Songs, words and music, 25 Por- 


FREE traita of Famous Actresses, Portraits of all 
a 


the Presidents of the U.S, 17 Complete 
Stories, 63 Tricks in Magic, 56 Amusing 
Experiments, 64 Puzzles, 20 Dlustrated Rebuses, 101 Funny Con- 
undrums, 62 Parlor Games, 324 Jolly Jokes and Funny Stories, 
100 Money-Making Secreta, 100 Cooking Recipes, 22 Tollet Re- 
clipes, 255 Selections for Autograph Albums. All the ahowe will 
be gent by mall post-paid Free to any one sending Tem Cents 
fora Three Montha? subscription to. our mammoth a 
1 


80 column illustrated literary and family paper, The 

Home Journal. 5ix subscriptions, with all the above free 
to each, sent for 50 centa. This creat offer is made to introduce 
our paper into new homes. Satisfaction guaranized or money re- 
funded. Address, F, MI. LUPTON, Publisher, 106 
and 108 Reade Street, New Vork. 



















A 
Lucky 
Discovery. 


1, By sending « posta) with your name and address 
®. To Post-office Box 1692, Boston, Massachusetts, 
%. You will learn how to make from §3 to $8 a day 
&. Without neglecting home duties and without capital, 
&. By handling a wonderful, new Household Specialty 
G. Which Is badly needed In very nearly every home, 
7. And offers pleasant, profitable, permanent positions. 
®. Owners and article have tho highest endorsements. 
®. To got particulars and free samples you must act today 
1@. Al thoes who bave done so have discovered 


The 
Chance 


Of a Lifetime. 
Beeman’s Pepsin Gum. 


CAUTION,—See that the name 
Beeman is on each wrapper. 
The Perfection of Chewing 
Gum and a Delicious Remedy 
GA for Indigestion. Each tablet con- 
CY tains one grain Beeman’s pure pepsin. 
f Send & cents for sample package. 
THE BEEMAN CHEMICAL CO. 
17 Lake St., Cleveland, 0. 
2 Originators of Pepsin Chewing Gum. 


CONSUMPTION 


SURELY CURED. 


To THE Eprron—Please inform your read- 
ers that I have a positive remedy for the 
above named disease. By its timely use 
thousands of hopeless cases have been per- 
manently cured. I shall be glad to send 
two bottles of my remedy free to any of your 
readers who have consumption if they will 
send me their express and post office address. 
T. A. Slocum, M.C., 183 Pearl St., New York. 


. ' A fine 14k gold ple 
/ ted watch to every 
reader of this paper, 
A Ct this ont and send it to us with 
your full name and address, and we 
s willsend you one of these elegant, 
gl®? richly jeweled, gold finished watches 
§ by express for 
ou think it is eq 


amination, and if 

¥ in appearance to 
any $25.00 gold watch pay our sample 
price,.00,and ttis yours, We send 
with the watch our guarantee that 
you can return {t at any time withia 
one year if not satisfactory, and it 
bell or cause the sale of six we 
will give you One Free. Write ab 
once, as we shall send ont samples 
for Address 






















to nlye 
THE NATIONAL M’F'O 

& IMPORTING CO.» 
$34 Dearborn St., Obicar* 












heft Gen 


Via Perfumery ete. on CREDIT. 
& Terms Free. Herbenc Co.,Bx2,8tation L,New’ 


NLY Practical $5.00 Plating Outfit. Big ProfteNs 
Kither Sex. Mich. Mfg.Co., k134 E.VanBuren St Gy 


WONDERFUL! 1,028 stase-tand see what yea 
$5.00 ses 
NEW CARDS 

‘BOO SCRAP Saeyaeteneees ES Fa 


ap 
Bod Be, stomp for the LAROEET, 
WATCH FREE-If you want one, send su 
National Ti. Magazine, Washin 


















































































YOUNG MEN 
| You You can now grasp a fortune. & 
Lynu & Co. 48 Bond St. New 


Se ctaret BUCKEYE os., orn 
or Morphine Habit Ca: 
Home, inl Free. N 
. Epilepsy. The only sure treat r = 
Fits entire cure, to 8 J cured for life! ¥ ss ty 
AGENTS. Bitten commis 
Belts on tenin 
Removes hair from the fae 
OdeNe saree es oe 
and Dip-Needles for Prospector, 
and Treasure Seekers. Pros pectors 
| LEARN STEAM ENGINEERING, Sof 
$100 per month. Seid your name an 
guide to rapid wealth, with 240 Gar 
gravings, sent free to any on. Ty 
BEA PPH'X' 1 OPTED 
0 RP 2 peel P ' | 
Cured Pain ‘spexanco, Ty 
| 


\Comp'd Oxygen Ass'p, Ft. Wayus2 
Dr. Kruse, M. C, Arsenal 5t., St. Log 
dress, SANDEN ELECTRIC CO., 836 Broadway. 
without pain or injury to 
> ee 
CARDS FOR1894:5:2% 
Miner's Agency, Bach many 
stamps to F. KEI PY, Engineer, Bridgeport, 
isa chance of a lifetime rite at 








VELVET ond PLUSH w set of and pertn 
crasy pateheork quilt, Birds, Sowers, - 


Pieces bought at fi 
ale. Assorted and ted by Ge ira eden 
RE, 295 Augem . 


el i ART 
| Pror. Rice's SEexF - Te 
| M USIC SYsTEM. Al ean learn music wi 
SELF 1 of a teacher. Rapid, 

TAUGHT. ished 12 years, Notes, ch- 
mpaniments, thorough bass > 

| etc, Ten Lessons 10 cewts., Circulars free. 
G. 8. RICE MUSIC ©0., M3 State Street, Cm: 


A SELF- LOCOMOTIVE, 15 CENT 
| andsomely finished, made 
| strong wheels, boiler, blac 
pines, belght red cab with 4 © 
dows. ben wound up runs 
distance across floor, Great a> 
ment to children, t 


SF AND 
a> PAINTED fares 








ttrength and beauty. 
Mention this paper, a 7 
‘wend » 3 months, posi 


Lomas and our story 
M. A. WHITNEY, Box 8189, Boston, Mass. 


DAVID KILLED GOLIAH 


——— WIT A: 


CATAPULT OR POCKET 


So the idea is old but 
a perfect modern sling 
at this price has not 
ehen made before, This 
bas great force and ’ 
strength, Made of a solid piece of rub 
ber, with cup to hold the projectile. 
Requires no powder, no caps; is neatly 
finished, durable, and can be carried in 
the pocket, as it weighs only three 
ounces. Will shoot shot or bullets with , 
and force, and with a little practice 5 
kill birds on the wing or bring down a squirrel & 
the highest tree. It is the best thing out for t 
mists, as it will kill without spoiling game and 
no report, A boy can have more genuine pleasure 
aan witha Catapalt rT ony thing sive 
© loop, strap, pocket and pulling tip are mm 
in one solid piece of the best kind of rubbe: 
15 cents for a three months subscription to * ] 
and we send one free, postpaid. 5 make 
selling them. One dozen sent for $1 Address 
COMFORT, Augusta, Maine 


a fit is w Ma 
Marshall. wrote she © 
making by our new pie 
wie we give away tw 


$10.00 


IN HALF AN HOUR ied anal Afty 
dollars in premiums. S« 


aday passes but what scores of men and women write us jem 
it is just such a God-send as they have prayed fort 
Belp them rough the hard times and panicky periods. | 
gives new life, new hope, new ness to all, It is a Got 
gend to home-helpers, easy em iymans to the weak 
weary, brings relief to em po 


aod ¢ faint hearts. “Thousands trendy “rt 
rto nm ie I. OUBsRT are M. 

yoRTOn rB phe 

bel 


of home and te 
CASH PAID 


have been 
IN ADVANCE. 


Marnips 
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Agony to 
Poverty to 
tistics show 
in the his- 
Country has 
ea 


common cowntry of 

Do you wish to f so, send us your full pase 
and addreas and we will ply you, id, samples ft 
outfit, and for the name of a reliable friend will send s Se 
Cash Cert., in advance. Ag this will 
only cost yon a postal will make 
49c. clear for the minute of time used, 
and can then drop the matter if you 
desire after investigation. If you pre- 
fer to write at home, distribute circu- 
lars, or work on salary, let ua know. 


THE GIANT OXIE CO., 126Willow St, 


Fun For The BO 





Allthe above faces are those of one and thesame 
person, and the wonder- ful ceenge are 
tirely by our false mus- taches, bea 
and whiskers. For Pri- vate Theatricals, 


Minstrel Shows, Cha- 
E 


boyean be 
transformed 
so that even 
heart and 
to recognize 
are all made 
material — genuine 
giving them a wavy 
ance, Can be in- 
tacbes have ‘wire at- 
are secured with 
be fastened to, or 


wax, allowing them & 
moved from the fae 
with ease. These novel facial adornments 
last a lifetime, and at the outlay of 5 few 











cents every boy can have his own cireus, 

M and goatees, — gray, red, light, medium, or dert 
brown and black, price 7 cents each, four for 25 cents, or @ 
cents per dozen. Goatees, 5 cents each, four for 15 cents, o 
40 centa per dozen. Kearda or Whiskers — whil a, 
light, medium, or dark brown, and black. Price, 


f x of above goods 
antprice ol inden, aha 


acivead = AAdroce Moran. 


Whiskers with Mustache, 60 cents; four of 
ailed, postpaid, 
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Kkcoxpucten FoR Comrort BY ELLEN L. Has. 
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fi Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 

9 5 OY and good feeling 
is should reign supreme at 
ul this season of the year. 







And Comrort’s clever 
artist has made it  per- 
fectly clear that even the 
pots and pans of the pan- 
try—the crocks and ket- 
tles of the kitchen, should 
simmer and smile and join 
in this jollity on account 
of the good things they 
‘contain at Christmas time. 
Our Chats this month will, 
therefore, deal chiefly with 
holiday dinners. 

It is one of the weak- 
b nesses of human nature, to 
| er long and strive for that 

which is expensive or difficult to obtain, and to 
pass over that which is cheap or nearat hand. 
einis applies to cooking as well as to other 
things. 
* ‘Take for instance, the rabbit. ‘In those parts 
j where it is scarce it is considered a great deli- 
 Cacy and is highly prized,as well as high-priced, 
& On account of its flavor. Yet millions of coun- 
i] 4 people can get them for little or nothing. 
| They can be prepared like English hare— 
@ larded, braised and pngeed. They may be 
i cooked simply like chicken if you wish, roasted 
" or fricasseed; or they may be cut in suitable 

pasa and dropped into deep, hot fat and 
: 


| 28258 SS ees] 


ed until they are brown and tender, after 
> having been rolled, or not, in bread-crumbs, as 
| one prefers. : 
Larding isa process much used by egy 
reek pre. e which should be learned by 
| Comrorr rediiers, ds it gives juiciness and flavor 
to otherwise dry meats. Barding is still easier; 
. it means covering the breast of a bird, grouse, 
i quail or other game, with a thin slice of fat 
ork, securely tied on, which. preserves the 
4 flavor and juiciness of the bird and prevents 
or wasting. 
oe ing is done with a needle (like illustra- 
> which can be bought for ten cents from 
any well-appointed kitchen furn- 
' ishing store. Selecta piece of salt 
ork, dry-salted if possible, that is 
| m lean. Cut it into slices 
Apo ‘with the rind and these 
nto strips of four equal sides an 
to stri f f 1 sid d 
the required length. Thread the 
larding needle with these strips 
and run the point into the meat 
about one-third of an inch deep, 
and holding the end of the strip so 
it will not come through, letting it 
come out about an inch from where 
it was inserted, with the pork strip 
projecting a little at either end. 
But tocome back to our larded 
rabbit. As has been said, it mea be 
roasted, fricasseed or jugged. The 
latter is a favorite dish wherever it 
is known. Skin, draw and wash 
with care. Cut into pieces and roll 
them in flour. For tworabbits take 
one onion, two bay leaves and three 
cloves, six allspices, one table- 
“spoonful of lemon juice, four table- 
spoonfuls of sherry (it may be left 
out), half a cup of butter, four 
‘tablespoonfuls of flour, three cup- 
fuls of water, and one tablespoon- 
falof mushroom or tomato ketch- 
up, (ifconvenient). Put the butter 
‘into a frying pan and when hot put 
in the meat, browning it well on 
both sides. Drain from the butter 
and place in a stewpan. Stir into 
ongoing in frying- an such of the 
' flour as was teft. Stir until the 
mixture is smooth, then add the 
water by degrees and cook for ten 
“minutes. Pour over the meat in 
the stewpan. Add the spice, salt 


LARDING NEEDLE. 


and pepper, putting in the onion whole. Cover] asked, 


closely and cook slowly an hour and a half or 
til quite tender, then add the wine, lemon 
iceand ketchup. Dish ona hot platter and 
strain the sauce over it. Serve with boiled rice. 
Squirrels may be cooked in the same way. Of 
course where rabbits cannot be easily ob- 


tained, geese, ducks or any wild fowl may be 
substituted. | : 
fthe generous provider has brought home 


- More rabbit or squirrel than can be used at 
once, a marinade or pickle may be made. Take 
one pint of vinegar, one pint water, one onion 
into which stick 3 cloves,2 bay leaves, half a 
dozen allspice, one tablespoonful of salt, one 
dozen whole pepper corns or one dozen chili 
gepecre cut in halves. Prepare the game as 

' forroasting, place in astone jaror crock and 
cover with the liquid. Let it remain two or 
three days; then take from the jar and stew or 
braise it. Braising is done in adeep pan with 

it-fitting cover, either in the oven or on top 
the stove. Only enough water is used to 
keep the meat from burning. Herbs and vege- 
tables such as carrots, turnips and potatoes 
be added if liked. To braise one rabbit we 

ld cut’ 6ne-eighth of a pownd of salt pork 

in slices to cover the bottom of the baking pan. 
If vegetables are used pee upon the pork two 
tablespoonfuls each of chopped onion, carrot, 
turnip and celery. Lay the meat upon this and 
ie it with flour. Coverand cook one-half 
hour in a moderate oven. Then pour over one 


of hot water or stock, Morey again with 
« salt and pepper, Cook very slowly 
i covered, for 


yc wo hours longer. At the 
a E 





end of the two hours add more stock or water, 
and a thickening made of one tablespoonful of 
corn starch mixed with one-half cup of cold 
water. During the last half hour cook the meat 
uncovered to a delicate brown. Serve on a 
warm platter. Strain a portion of the gravy 
overitand put the rest ina gravy dish. To 
braise successfully the cooking must be slowly 
done, and it is well to place a grate or iron 
ring under the braising pan. 

One of the nicest ways to utilize chicken, 
turkey or goose livers is to cook them en 
brochette. he lover of good things orders this 
dainty at a hotel, under this high-sounding 
name; and it comes to him on a handsome sil- 
ver monogram skewer, for which he pays the 
modest little sum of cne dollar, which does not 
include the skewer. Yet this prize delicacy is 
within easy reach of most COMFORT readers, es- 
pecially at this season 
of the year when s0 
many fowls of various 
kind are being used. 
Many families, indeed, 
throw away the livers 
and hearts, thinking 
them unfit to eat. It is 
not necessagy to have a 
silver skewer, as ahome- 
made wooden one will 
do just as well. String 
on it, alternate ‘thin’ 
slices of liver, which 
have been thoroughl 
seasoned with salt an 
pepper, and bacon (or 
salt pork). Rest the 
ends of the skewer on a 
narrow cake tin and 
cook ten minutes in a 
very hot oven. Serve 
each skewerful on a 
slice of toast 

It. is well at the holi- 
day season to cook sev- 
eral fowls at a time. The 
labor is not much more, 
when all are done at 
once,and by eating them 
cold for a day or two 
after the grand feast the 
mother and the cook are 
given a rest or aholiday; 
these fowls which are to 
be eaten cold should, by 
all means, be larded, as 
they are much more 
juicy and sweet and ten- 
der in that case. Other 
Christmas dishes may be 
prepared as follows: 


Roast Gooss. 


First remove all pin- 
feathers and singe the 
goaee. Remove the liver, 

eart and gizzard, and 
be sure the “crop” is 
taken out, as market- 
men are sometimes very 
careless in this respect. 
Wash thoroughly, using 
a little soda in the water 
to remove any strong or 
oily flavor. Stuff with 
mashed potatoes highly BACON. 
season with onions,sage, 
salt and pepper, or with equal parts of bread 
crumbs, chopped apples and boiled onions sea- 
soned with salt, pepper and.sage. Many add 
the chopped liver, heart and gizzard, previ- 
ously boiled. A chestnut dressing also is de- 
licious. Sewand truss. Coverthe breast with 
thin slices of fat pork, put on a rack ina bak- 
ing pan. Place inthe oven for three quarters 
of an hour, then pour off the oil which the heat 
has extracted. ke off the pork and dredge 
well with flour. Place again in the oven and 
when the flour is browned,add a little hot water 
and baste often. Dredge with flour after bast- 
ing. Cook until brown and tender. Serve with 
apple sauce, 

Carving is almost as much of an accomplish- 
ment as cooking. It was Mr. Kinsabby who 
“Will the coming man or woman be 
able to carve pasos tings anything except soup 
and apple sauce? he present generation 
needs 3 hatchet and saw and a step ladder, so 
that when papacarves the goose Tonnes can 
climb up to the chandelier and fish out the 
wish-bone.” No better general directions can 
be given than first to slice off carefully at their 
 aabedee the legs and the wings, leaving the body 

ree to be cut—according as the meat is dark or 
light. Bear in mind always this refinement of 
good carving; the dark meat is,to be cut into 
thick, solid bits, the light meat to be sliced 
thin and meme g 

Never forget the vegetables, nor of course the 
salads. The oldera nation grows the less ani- 
mal food it uses and the more cereals, fruits 
and vegetables become the food of the people. 
CoMForT readers have carrots and turnips, 
parsnips and squash, cabbage and onions, one 
or two varieties of which should be served with 





CHICKEN LIVERS AND 





LARDED FPOWL. 


a dinner, but never more, as too great a variety 
is the bane not only of the American table but 
of the American kitchen, 


Comrort. 











There is no more attractive, palatable or 
wholesome dish than a good salad, nor one 
more coaiy prepare They are made of al- 
most any kind of meat or fish, with some vege- 
table as lettuce or celery or cabbage, with one 
pr alone or a combination of vegetables. 
Salad dressings are of various kinds. The 
French izeeeing is the simplest and best fora 
vegetable salad. The ingredients are 1 salt- 
spoonful salt, one-half saltspoonful pepper, 3 
tablespoonfuls oil, one tablespoonful of vine- 
gar. A little onion-juice is sometimes added 
or asmall portion of mixed mustard. Add the 
oil to the salt and pepper, then the vinegar. A 
very delicate, creamy salad dressing is 


MAYONNAISE A LA REINE. 


Into s® porcelain or granite ware sauce-pan 
566 not use one of iron or tin) put a teaspoon- 
ulof dry mustard. Add four dessert-spoon- 
fuls of oil, or the same of melted butter. Mix 
well, using a wooden or silverspoon. Add one 
teaspoonful of sugar and one scant teaspoonful 
ofsalt. Breakinthree fresheggs. Beat well. 
Add two-thirds of a cup of sweet cream, and 
stirring it ina little at atime, half a cup of 
vinegar. Mix thoroughly. Place the sauce- 

an ina dish of hot water and stir slowly until 
he dressing is about as thick as boiled custard. 
Be careful and not let the mixture curdle. 

Of course begin a holiday dinner with a soup. 
Cream soups have quite superseded other or 
heavier varieties at dinners. They are of in- 
finite varieties. Under that name they may be 
found from cream of chicken, said to be the 
favorite of England’s Queen, to one made of 
onions, carrots or potatoes. One formula 
answers for all. It consists of a thickened 
milk or cream foundation and the addition of 
the vegetable or meat or fish from which it 
takes its name. Cream of celery is one of the 
most delicious and easily prepared. 


CREAM OF CELERY. 


One head of celery. One pint of water, one 
pint of milk, one tablespoonful of chopped 
onion, one tablespoonful of butter, one table- 
spoonful of flour, one-half teaspoonful of salt, 
one-half saltspoonful of pepper. Having 
washed and scraped the celery, cut it into 
small pieces, put it into the pint of boiling 
salted water and cook until very soft. Mash 
in the water in which it was boiled. Cook the 
onion with the milk ina double boiler, (or a 
tin pail placed ina kettle of water) for ten 
minutes, andaddtothecelery. Putall through 
a strainer and return to the double boiler. 
Melt the butter ina small sauce-pan, add the 
flour and stir until smooth. To this add a lit- 
tle of the liquid mixture, then stirit into the 
boiling soup. Add greg | boil five minutes 
and serve very hot. It may be varied by using 
chicken stock (the liquor left from boiling 
chickens), in place of the water, and adding a 
cup or less of cream to the hot soup just before 
serving. In this way you have a much richer 
soup. 

Now having had soup and roast and vegeta- 
bles and salad, the question is, what shall we 
have for dessert? Asan answer to this query 
we dedicate to our readers a new, attractive 
and wholesome dish, which shall be known as 


ComFrort PupDING. 


Take halfacup of pearl tapioca soaked two 
or three hours or over night in cold water, one 
pint of water, halfacup of sugar, a little salt, 
the grated rind of one orange orlemon. Putthe 
soaked tapioca into a double boiler, or a tin 
pail set ina kettle of boiling water, with one 
pint of warm water. Place on the back of the 
stove and cook until clear, stirring occasion- 
ally. Then add the salt, sugar, and orange- 
rind, one banana cut in rather thin slices, and 
one orange cut into thin slices across the fruit. 
A little white wine or sherry may be added if 
liked. Let itstand on the back of the stove for 
half of an hour. Serve warm with cream 
sauce. Almost any fruit may be substituted 
for orange and banana, and this receipt may be 
secs by adding half a cup of grated pine- 
apple. 

Make by the same rule, substituting for the 
above fruits, canned or fresh apricots, peaches 
or plums, strawberries, raspberries or black- 
berries, you will find the pudding delicious. In 
using canned fruits add some of the juice, 
using less water. Sago may be used for a 
change in place of tapioca. Prunes previously 
cooked until tender then added with some of 
the juice give a delightful variety. 


CrEAM Sauce. 


Whites of two eggs beaten toa stiff froth; 
add to them by degrees one cup of powdered or 
granulated sugar (the powdered is best). Stir 
in if liked a wine glass of wine, cider would do 
one-half teaspoonful of vanilla extract, and 
four tablespoonfuls of hot cream or milk. 
Serve atonce. The flavoring may be changed 
ii using grated lemon or orange rind and 
uice. 

Another novelty for our readers is the 


Comrort SquasH PUDDING. 


One pint of steamed and strained squash or 
pumpkin, one quart of boiling milk, one cupful 
of sugar, 5 eggs, a little salt, one teaspoonful of 

owdered cinnamon, rind and juice of a lemon 

fconyenient. Add the sugar, salt and spice to 
the squash, slowly pour on the boiling milk 
and stir well. When alittle cooladd the eggs 
(well beaten). Bake ina pudding dish, placed 
in a pan of hot water, in a moderate oven until 
are in the centre. Serve with cream, warm or 
cold. 

The newly advanced theory that the food of 
our first parents, viz:—fruits for bread and nuts 
for meat, is the royal road to health, suggests a 
new field for the housewife who cone for whole- 
some novelties for an after dinner dainty. This 
fruit and nut food is delicious. Select dates, 
take out the stone and in its peace put a nut, 
almond, half an English walnut, or hickory 
nut. Prunes may be stuffed in the same man- 
ner. Selected layer-raisins may be strung on 
little wooden skewers alternately with walnuts, 
and are a novelty in desserts. 

Our next article will deal with “day after 
holiday” dinners; and now having provided 
you with a varied and wholesome menu for a 
Christmas dinner, may you all partake of, and 
enjoy it with bright prospects for the future, 
and increased interest in good, wholesome, 
home cookery. 

$< re $<. 
Be sure and use that old and well-tried remedy, 
Mrs. WinsLow’s Sooruine Syrup for children 


teething. It soothes the child, softens the gums, 
allays pain, cures wind colic and is the best. 








T. VITUS DANCE, One bottle Dr.M.M.Fenner's Speci- 
fic always cures, Circular with cures. Fredonia,N.Y. 








OUNG MEN AND WOMEN. 
employment at home, will pay $20 to $40 
write us. MATTOON & CO., OswEGo, 
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A Set, containing THREE of thes« 
wonderful Christy Knives, sent to any 
address on receipt of $1.00. One for 
Bread, one for Cake and the other for 
Paring. OTHER KNIVES for Cake, 50c ; 
Paring, 15c; Carver, 75c; Lemon Slicer, 
50c; Saw, 75c; Table (Set of 6) $1.00. 
Agents make ten dollars a day selling these Knives. 


Wrize at once for territory, terms, etc. 
CHRISTY KNIFE CO., Box C, Fremont, Ohio. 


COFFEES, SPICES & EXTRACTS 


direct from Importers to 
Consumers. For 18 years we have been 
offering Premiums to Clubs and large 
buyers of Dinner, Tea and Toilet 
Sets, Silver Ware, Table Linen, 
Lace Curtains, etc., ali of our own 
importation, and bought for Cash direct 
from manufacturers. Our fully illus 
trated 150-page Catalogue will interest, and we will be 
pleased to mail YOU one upon receipt of your address. 


LONDON TEA CO., 195 Congress St., Boston. 
DELICATE CAKE. 


Easily removed without break 
ing.PerfectionTins require 


PERFECTION no greasing. Wesend 2 layer 
——— tins by mail for 30 cts or3 for 45 


CAK Bs TINS cts. Write for Circulars to 
Agents Wanted. RICHARDSON MFG. CO.,C St.,Bath,N.Y. 


GOLD - SILVER - NICKEL, PLATIN 


rade easily learned; costs little to start. I will fur- 
nish outfits and give work in part payment. Circulars 


free. F, LOWEY, 191 Duffield St., Brooklyn, N. Y. 
GENT WANTED. Hunting's Automatic Water 
Distiller is the best to remove from water, 


Bacteria, Lime and ALKALI,the greatest cause of a 
mature old age and death. Ad. Dr. N. Hunting, Albany,N.Y¥ 


HABIT. The BEST CURE known. 

Given fore pay is required. Dr, 

M.C. Benham & Co., Richmond, Ind. 
OF THE RUT. Don't work for some 

other man, but send for our book which 
tells how to become wealthy in short time by honest 


and legitimate methods. Price by mail, $1. Address 
DIRECTORY CO., Box 116, West Plains, Mo. 


LADY “WANTED. 
Tésell a new Household Article—can make $5-% dny. 


Send 15 cents for samples and 
B. J. TIMBERLAKE Mfr., Jacksou, Mich. 


AGENTS SSS. 
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Ww . Male and Female, to sell our new 
Meat Chopper and Slaw Cutter. Entirely new; 
sells to every housekeeper. Also our bread, | 

and ng knife, carver, kettle cleaner 
knife qharpener. Outfitg2,.00 
o 
llers, ae 
Glaues shee TORONTO, ONT- 








Y COBBLER COMPLETESHOE 
and Harness Kit 
for home use. Great time 
and money saver. Arti- 
cles separate cost #6. Price 
2Mwarti boxed, 20 lbs. 43, 
No. 2 wit 





WVBR Oe Spoons 
sD this liberal 
vd Teaspoons heavy ative - 
lo ig Sa . Ae ereete who will 
warranted) among friends, at 20 a Box. Task no money ats 
advance, simply send your name; I mall you 
age paid. When sold you send the money and i yal foal 
ldozen mae Toe Spoons, take 
F709 a run all the risk, Wi 
wummsass 4WE PAY EXPRESS CHARGES. 
(ap) Greats 4FRER «fine gold filled watch to 
I every reader of this paper. Cut thie 
> iE Ott And send to us with your full 
pame and addressand we will send 


our cost price 
We send with wateh a con’ 
\ ATS itany time inby' 
rs notsatisfactory. If you two 
OLn FILLE will give zou one tree. Order at 
; oO good for on days. 
UNION WATCH CO., 35 to 39 College Tisee, ¥. Y. 
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MAGNETIC: FOOT BATTERY 
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a most delightfu' feeling the moment our fe fect rest 
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HILE books and ser- 
mons may teach us 
much of common 
sense in everyday 
life, experience an 

observation and in- 
grained, practical 
knowledge are the 
qualities necessary to 
make life a success 
with average women. 
Fashions are necessi- 
ties of modern life; 
they lend variety, 
piquancy and often 
beauty to the sum of the world’s good things; 
and yet, if one does not mingle a judicious 
amount of common sense withthe latest fash- 
ions, one is apt to become very ridiculous. 
CoMFortT’s aim bas always been, not to present 
its readers with the latest ultra styles from 





Paris, which were meant only for the boule- 
vards of the Parisian capital,and for the few 
hundred in this country who make a_ business 
—and a hard business at that—of being fash- 
ionable; but to give such good, practical ideas 
on dress as are suited to the sensible, reason- 
able American women, young or old, who will | 


be able to adapt our hints to their everyday 
life and circumstances. 

Our copyrighted illustration shows a capital 
case in point. 

Twenty-seven years ago there was born <p in 
Vermont near Lake Champlain, a rosy, healthy 
girl-baby. Exactly one year and a half from 
that date, came another—a little sister. They 
were born under just the same conditions, and 
as babies and little girls, were as alike as two 
peas. They grew up and were girls together in 
their native village; and one day along came 
the fairy prince, in the shape of a rich young 
broker from Boston, and married the elder. On 
the day of their wedding, so much alike did the 
two girls look, that if it had not been forthe 
bridal veil the bridegroom would have been in 
danger of marrying the pies 3 girl. Not half 
the people in town could tell them apart on the 
street, and often was one accosted for the 
other. This was five years ago. To-day, even 
were the two sisters dressed exactly alike, as 
eer used to be, there would be no difficulty in 
telling them apart. Their pictures might well 
be marked like those in advertisements—“Be- 
fore and after taking’—a dose of tashionable 


city life. The older girl went to Boston as mis- 
tress ofa princely mansion on Commonwealth 
Avenue. Her husband’s position was such that 


she was immediately introduced into the most 
select circles, where she reigned aqueen. Her 
fresh, young beauty was the theme of every 
tongue and every society paper printed her 
name ager in connection with high social 
functions. For atime she enjoyed all this with 
the zest of an unsophisticated country girl; but 
after a while her health began to fail; her 
cheeks grew thin; lines (designated by the en- 
vious as wrinkles) began to appear around her 
sweet mouth and at thecorners of her eyes; 
and the lovely rosy complexion for which she 
had become noted, gave place toa sickly pal- 
lor. To-day she is stylish but sick; fashion- 
able but faded; winsome but weary. Every- 
thing that money can buy is hers. Servants 
wait her beck and call; fat, well-groomed 
horses wait in the stable her erry milli- 
ners and modistes reserve all their richest 
novelties for her coming, sure of finding in her 
a purchaser for their costliest treasures; and 
still she is not happy. 


Why? 


She gives dinners and teas and receptions to 
noted Americans and titled foreigners; her an- 
nual ball is the event of the year with Boston’s 
“400""; she has gowns made toorder by Worth 
costing anywhere from one thousand dollars to 
five thousand dollars. For the grand “Pageant 
of the Year,” a fashionable carnival of last win- 
ter in Boston, she had ordered a Parisian gown 
which cost $2,100, just to wear on that one oc- 
casion; the da before she was to wear it she 
started by the doctor’s orders for Florida. She 
is admired and courted and envied by thou- 
sands of less fortunate women. And yet,some- 
times in the midst of gay scenes, in the crowded 
ball-room; in the dimly lighted fashionable 
church; and often in the dead of night in her 
own royally furnished chamber come flashes of 
vision in which she sees the old-fashioned 
homestead in Vermont; its comfortable, home- 
like living-room with a big open fire-place; 
the fresh, glowing, healthful face of her sister; 
and the loving, elderly faces of father and 
mother. And at such times she asks herself: 


“Does it pay to sacrifice life and health and 
happiness to the giddy whirl of fashionable 
society?” And deep down in her heart she 
knows it does not. In fact,to the writer of 
this article she once owned that she would 
gladly exchange places with her healthy rosy 
sister among the Green Mountains. 


And yet, her husband's position must be 
maintained. He isin politics and a fine estab- 
lishment and a fashionable wife are great 
helpsto him. She has tasted the fatal cup; 
she has entered the charmed circle; she cannot 
retreat. “Life,” she says, “to the society 
woman is slavery, and there are nowhere such 
hard-worked women as the society belles.” 


And the other?—the younger sister up in 
Vermont. Why does she not take her to the 
city, introduce her to society and make her a 
“good match’? Simply because the younger 
one is too sensible. “I love you, sister,” she 
writes in response to all invitations, “but I 
can’t afford to pay so high for pleasures as you 
have had to. Good health and the privilege of 
exercising my own common sense, of being an 
individual instead of a dressmaker's dummy, 
is dearer to me than acarriage and horses, a 
house on Beacon street or 5g oy you can 
name. I am _ happy here. I have taken the 
village-school for the winter. I love the chil- 
dren and they love me. Father and mother are 
growing old and need one of their two girls at 
home. Iam happy now. I should not be so in 

our shoes (begging your pardon! you know 
hey were always too tight forme). So I will 











stick to the old red school-house and my Sab- 
bath-school class on Sundays, while you fight 
itout alone on Commonwealth Avenue. The 


healthy, life-giving air of old Vermont and the | 


Green Mountains is good enough for 
Yours truly.” 

Now which of these two is the most sensible? 
Which one would a sensible girl desire to imi- 
tate? Look at the picture? At one side the 
fashionable young matron has just stepped out 
of her carriage to enter the fashionable church. 
Her be-ruffied skirts are stiff and heavy; under- 
neath she wears a rustling silk petticoat which 
is insufficient for warmth. She discarded 
sensible underwear when she came to Boston, 
tempted b; 
the fancy shops. Consequently, chronic bron- 
chitis. A glance at the size of her waist would 
explain the lines in her face, were there no late 
hours and unhealthful modes of living behind. 








nap or “pile” will straighten itself up and look 
like new. 


Skirts are now made four yards, or even less, 
round the bottom. Double and triple skirts 
should never be cut at home as they are diffi- 
cult things. Thin goods should have a straight 
breadth in the back, while heavy ones may be 
cut with a bias seam. 

Skirt trimmings are very simple,and many 


skirts are made entirely plain. 
band of trimming around the knees, and others 


around the hip eightor ten inches below the | 
but these fashions are all short-lived | 


waist; 
and therefore not to be commended. 

Shoulder trimmings are as elaborate as ever, 
and ae possinie more so. Sometimes they are 
formed of two or three ruffles and fur-edged, 


|so that it is impossible to get an ordinary 


jacket on over them. One young woman, living 
on the eleventh floor of a city apartment house, 
‘ot oo way into a gown of this sort, and find- 
ng herself alone and unable to get either out 
of or in to her dress, rang all the bells she 


| could reach, for help. The result was that a 


fireman came “s from the basement and res- 
cued her from her strange predicament. The 
quantities of shoulder-trimmings on winter 
gowns is one reason for the popularity of the 
cape as an out-door wrap. 


In children’s garments there are few changes. 
Cloaks for the smallest ones are mostly in 
Mother Hubbard styles with tiny shoulder 
capes, or the Angora fur as trimming; while 
their bonnets are still made close and warm. 

For young girls, ooth jackets and redingotes 
are worn. The skirts to all coats are cut witha 


| decided flare, fitting tightly around the belt, 


| 


thin, lace-trimmed substitutes in | 


while most jackets have two or three shoulder 
capes. 


Elizabethan ruffs and fancy collarettes are 
worn on dressy occasions and are made in 
many ways of ribbon, lace and velvet. As they 
may be worn with any dress, one of them should 
be included in every woman’s wardrobe. Many 
women are making collarettes of corded Ben- 
galine cloth or broadcloth for winter house 
wear. For this style the two circular ruffles 


Those hip ruffles and fancy revers must not be | should be lined with any warm material, the 
! 


jammed or crushed. So the heavy, sealskin 


upper ruffle being fuller than the lower, which 
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coat must be kept thrown back, leaving her 
throat and chest exposed to the sudden chill 
which sometimes brings on pneumonia. 


Now look at the sister. Underneath her 
sensible rig she wearsacomplete set of fine, 
soft and warm under-flannels, made up into 
combination garments. Soft cashmere hose, or 
in the coldest weather hand-knit wool stock- 
ings xtep her feet warm, while the well-fitting 
boots of kangaroo-skin keep them dry and 
protected. A warm but light woolen petticoat 
and a dress-skirt of unlined, fine woolen 
material gives her sufficient warmth with no 
heavy garments dragging on the hips. A 
plain round waist with a bright neck-tie is 
under the round reefer jacket which she wears 
to school and whenever she takes her daily 
walks abroad. A felt sailor hat with asimple 
pigeon’s wing protects her head sufficiently; 
and T submit to ComrortT readers whether such 
a girl in such a rig, with the bright healthy 
blood coursing in her veins and giving a splen- 
did color to her well-rounded cheeks, is not in- 
finitely prettier than the haggard beauty— 
looking ten years instead of a year and a half 
older, by her side? Every man and all thought- 
ful women, will answer heartily—Yes. 


Now this is no fancy sketch; and there isa 
lesson in it for every woman in the United 
States. And so girls, don’t envy society women 
or fashionable women any more; for the 
would often be willing to change places with 
the maith ys BAEDY country girl whocan livea 
sensible life, go to bed at seasonable hours, 
and do as she pleases in a great measure. 


There are many items which the average 
mother of a family should know before making 
up the wardrobes of her daughters. 


In making over an old dress, use just as much 
or more care as though it were a new one. 
Many half-worn fabrics are improved by turn- 
ing, especially silks, flannels, beiges and home- 
spuns. All wool materials may be dyed suc- 
cessfully; mixed or cotton ones, never. Black 
cashmere or merino is often improved by wash- 
ing thoroughly and ironing on the wrong side. 
Old edhe a velvet or velveteen shonld be 
steamed. Lay a hot flat-iron on its side. and a 
wet towel over that. Then hold the velvet or 
other material in the steam, face up, when the 








in width is about fourteen inches from the col- 


lar band. A ruff of the cloth stands high 
against the ears, with its band of velvet ribbon 
tying in loops that come to the waist. If one 
has a last season's jacket which is in material 
if not in cut, ‘‘just as good as new,” a collarette 
of this kind made of velvet will save buying a 
new one, and that is quite a consideration. 

And now let us bid each other a Merry Christ- 
masand wish each other fromthe bottom of 
our hearts, individually and collectively. a 
happy, a healthy and a profitable new year. 
For thurs is no better fashion in the world than 
that enviable one of good health and good 
sense and a contented heart. 


Some have a} 
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CHILDR, 
who are puny, fi 
weak, or scrofulo 
ought to take Dox 
Pierce’s Golden Mei 

i ery. That bu 


u 
their strength. For 
and for purifying 


blood, there’s nothing 
all medicine that | 
equal the ‘‘ Discovery. 
In recovering: fr 
“Grippe,” or c 
valescence from pu 
wasting diseases, i¢ te rapes eosiy 
it ily ani ¥ 

vigorates and builds oo the whole 
As an appetizing, restorative tonic, it | 
at work all the processes of Sage 
nutrition, rouses every oi into t 
action, and brings back health and streny 
For all diseases caused by a torpid liva 
i iliousness, Sc 








If it doesn’t benefit or cure, in every c 
you have your money 


BOYS’ COMBINATION SUITS 
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Consisting of Double-Breasted © 
two pairs of Knee Pants, and a |! 
Hat—all made to match—out of 
same piece of cloth—ages 4 to 15 ye 


ONLY FIVE DOLLAR 


They are strictly all-wool—e 

strongly made, and far superio 

| Combination Suits offered by oth 
AMPLES and 60- 

logue of Men's ato 3h 


Hats, Shoes, Furnishing. Go ] 
Cloaks SENT FREE! | 


State and 
Jackson Sts. 









SIL 
40022 ae 


Cc. STAMPS SENT US will 
FR 


return mail 10, 9 sq. 
Satin, with neat stany 
‘AIR, 
Aon sample of our buw 
this Hard Rubber Fountain 


UE SILK AFF. 
immense IIL, Xmas Cata) 


FREE TO 





Underwear Cheap. Sample4e. Geo. 8. B 
Manufacturer, 175 Tremont 8t., 

































Fen, Warren ee 
0c. to cover 
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jc of every song comple 
ies, 87 rren Stree 1 


PATTERNS 1° MANUA 


90" tr INSTRUCTIONS 
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hy demas | 
BEAUTIFU 
7 AND 





PROFITABL) 


W ORK. 
KENS! NGTON STAM PING was 
popular than to-day. Many ladies making hi 
working at home, odd hours. Besides beautifying 
home youcan make lc. every 6 minutes you stam) othe 
If you only devote 3 hours a day to it, the snug little sum 
#5 and over comes in, as the prices range from Se. to $1 
each pattern you stamp. An inventive genius hos late 
modernized machinery Tor turning out these patterns by t] 
hundred yards as fast as you can ree! off a ball of yarn, 1 
their cost is barely nothing to what it was last year. eset 
the patterns on strips about two feet long and seven inch 
wide. Nearly as good as many 5c. and ¢1 ones now beit 
sold. We buy so many of this one kind that we can lead ews 
other dealer on price. Our beautiful combined outfit conga 
ing of nearly 1M) of the largest variety of patarns, each fro 
about a foot long down to single alphabet letters. We canni 
describe them, not having room to go into detail, but in ord: 
to introduce our magazine, ‘* Comfort," with its great] 
improved departments, we will send the above outfit, Pra 
postpaid, to all three months’ (12c,) subscribers, and also sen 
anew book or Manual of Instruction in the art of stamping 
Just printed. It describes how to make all colors of powdey 
and instructs you in every manner of working the pattern 
Ifyou enclose 12¢, at once, we make you a presentof abort 
o. E & CO., Box. 70) Augusta, Maine 








The Greatest American Novel, 


UNCLE TOM’S CABIN. 


BY HARRIET BEECHER STOWE. 


* UNCLE Tom’s Cabin,” Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe’s great novel, was written over forty 
immediately after ita publication it commenced to attract aitention, and its fame 





editon of this great book 


unabridged, and of = large volume ot 


We will ser] thia 


| Dever grow old, and forty years hence other 


that we offer ted in clear, readable type. 
Tar Ms prin nearly 20 large double-column 
y Hlastrated, aa 


years ago. Almost 
wuntil it covered every 
nook and corner of the civilized world. It was trans 
lated into every civilized tongue. No American novel 
ever achieved such enormous popularity, and it will go 


] down into history as the greatest of nineteenth centu: 


tions. For forty yeara the sale of this great 
steadily kept up, and so popular is it that = 
new edition recently printed consisted of 275,00) copies. 
It bas been dramat! dozens of times, and played nearly 
as long as it has been read as a book upon every stage in 
city, village and country crossroads, Anew on 
is now reading “Uncle Tom's Cabin” with the same 


fathers and grandmoth- 
vent that their grand rs a grantinoth 


Eva and pg 
will laugh over Topsy and cry over Eva oi 

Every young reader ought to have this inimitable book, 
those who have read it before will reading 


keen enjo 
ers experienced forty years ago, for it is a 


even 
ita second time as much as they did ori . Hereto- 
fore this great book has never been sold for lesa than ong 


dollar, but @ new and ular edition bas.receotly been 
Publithed. sant we bave eucceeded Ip obtaining the books 
at so low a price that we are enabied ta place “Uncle 
Tom's Cabin” within the reach of every reader, The 
on good paper, comp! at 
is the only iustrated 


s 
“N 








‘Now We Outwitted the Enemy. 
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T was during the late 
war; the sanney was 
overrun with soldiers, 
unrestricted by law or 
order. 

Father had just made 
arrangements to send 
mother and me away 
from it all, when mar- 
tial law was proclaimed 
and travel, without 
passes from federal 
Oflicers, cut off. 

My ony brother (Al- 
len), a delicate strip- 
ling of fifteen, had 
early marched away, 
’mid our prayers and 
tears, looking so young, 
in his new gray uni- 
form (of which he was 
red dakpeselaeor Sp and 
suffer for our beloved 
South. It had been 
nearly three months 
since we heard from 
him, when one evening, 
sitting alone in my 
room, I was startled by 
hearing a pebble 
thrown against the 
window. Roused from 
a reverie, I glanced 
fearfully around the 
room. For in those 
perilous times, one was 
almost afraid to think. 
A few seconds passed 





tinctly heard it again. 
alone that night, and I 


‘Mother and I were 
' uld almost feel my hair risingon end. All 
»orts of superstitions about death raps and so 
wrth, flashed through my mind. When athird 
“me, the raps were repeated in quick succession 


“3 if some one were in urgent need. It almost 
remed as if they spoke, and without stopping 
» reflect, I hastened to the window, nervously 
Qnbolted and threw up the heavy sash, expect- 
“1g to see, I hardly knew what. 
~Discovering nothing at first, I gained con- 
«djence and leaned farther out, but drew back 
ith a dreadful jerk, when a dark muffled 
_gure emerged from the shadow of the house. 
W hat I would have done next, I do not know; 
Gobably Tun. 
“Sice saying in a low tone: 
». ‘For God’s sake, Mary, let mein quick! The 
sederals are on my track likea lot of blood 
‘ ands, with a noose made ready to fit my 
“2ck.” 
a‘‘Oh, Allen,” was all I could say. Without 
-arther remark, he put his hands on the sill 
od lightly jumped into the room. Together, 
,Je quickly reclosed and secured the window, 
—aen faced each other in mute indecision. 
“There is little hope of escape,” he said, “but 
intemd to try my chances, and if I’m caught, 
eght to the end; though if it comes to the 
“orst. I’m not afraid to face death, any more 
j28n many another fellow, who loved life as 
“Sell, that has died for his country’s sake.” 


Looking atehis honest boyish face, I knew he | 


[poke the truth. A great lump rose in my 
nroat, and fora minute my sight was blurred 
y a mist of tears. 
{All kinds of impracticable plans surged 
serough my brain like rushing water. Allen 
=) 00d examining‘his pistol as if leaving the ar- 
sangement of things to my Judgment, and, with 
whe thought of that poor young life about to be 
wf crificed, it came like inspiration. 
as . How long will ft be before they are here?” I 
whsped. * 
‘At, amy’ "*mgment,” was the cool reply. 
hat’s best todo? You were always a hust- 
r, Mol.” 
**T can see but one thing,” I answered. ‘“‘There 
— no safe place you could think of hiding in. 
j-ut_ listen. Do you remember the plays we 
ssed to have? when you dressed up for a girl? 
ell, they all said you would makea fortune 
the stage. We will try acting in real life; it 
“3 all there is to do.” 

There was no time todiscuss the matter. I 
Castily produced a pair of corsets and managed 
‘9 lace him into them; next a hoop-skirt; one 
&£ my prettiest lace befrilled wrappers, and an 

id pair of knit blue silk slippers, which he 
jatsoas to get hisfeet in. Then going to a 
rawer, I got out acurly yellow wig, that had 
erved me in place of my own hair the summer 
efore, whena spell of typhoid fever left me 
mld. ThisI fastened on securely, knotting in 
*» coquettish snood of ribbon to hold the curls 
ma place. Catching a glimpse of himself in the 
airror, both of us laughed out atthe perfect 
ransformation my fingers had wrought. A lit- 
le powder brushed over his face and a bit of 
‘ed ribbon, dampened with cologne, an rubbed 
ym both cheeks and lip, gave the finishing 
youches. 

Allen pranced up and down the floor trying 
to accustom himself to skirts and imitating to 
such perfection, the affected manners of my 
pousin Sophy Payne (a noted Kentucky belle), 
that I almost shrieked. 

When the part had been rehearsed, I has- 
tened to tell mother what I had done. 

She almost.went into hysterics when she 
tound Allen was in the house, and knew the 
risks he was running. 

We made her lie on the lounge in the library 
and pretend to be sick, for fear her pale face 
and agitated manner would arouse suspicion. 

These preparations had scarcely been com- 
pleted when the tramping of horses, voices 
raised, and the clank of arms, made a sicken- 
img fear creeép over us. 

Looking through the window,I saw by the 
faint starlight, that the yard was filled with 
soldiers, and asecond later our attention was 
Grawn to the door, by the fall of. heavy mus- 
kets. Several officers were standing there. 





At the sound, I could feel the blood receding | 


from my face. Instinctively I glanced across 
the room to where Allen was reclining on a low 
@ivan, in avery graceful position, running his 
fimgers lightly over the strings of a guitar. 
Evidently he was more familiar with such 
sights. . 
he excitement of the moment, the terrible 
risk he was running, and the fate awaiting him, 
if it proved a failure, brought a sparkle into 
his eye and an added color to-his already pink 
cheeks, that made him fairly beautiful. : 
I saw the colonel’s gaze rest on him, in undis- 
ised surprise and admiration. The scowl on 
is face disappeared on seeing the apartment 
only occupied by ladies. Removing his hat, he 
apologized for the intrusion, and addressing 
himself to mother explained his business ina 
brief but gentlemanly manner. She assured 
him there was no one in the house. Then in- 
troducing me as Miss Laurence, and Allen as 
her niece, Miss Payne, said we would show 
them over the premises if he wished to in- 
stitute a search. 

After this he introduced himself and his fel- 
low officers, adding, with some elegance of man- 
ner, that being a Kentuckian, he had often 
heard of Miss Payne, and was glad of an oppor- 
tanmity to meet her,also that he hoped we 


in silence, then I dis- | 


But I was arrested by a familiar | 
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would pardon his seeming rudeness in this 
matter, as of course he took my mother’s word, 
‘but was compelled to perform this disagreeable 
duty, as a mere form, 

Cousin Sophy managed her train beautifully 
as she arose, and volunteered to lead the way, 
saying witha saucy toss of her yellow curls, 
“T have heard of Colonel Randolph, but never 
expected to meet himinthe present guise, in- 
sisting on the search of a countryman's house.” 

We had not proceeded far, before I saw, very 


plainly, that he was fast succumbing to Sophy’s 





charms. She with daring raillery insisted on 
his exploring every desk and drawer, and even 
on his looking up the chimney, making many 
audacious remarks, the while, however, with 
coquettish glances from long-lashed dark eyes. 

hen the search was over, and we returned 


|to the library, mother ordered refreshments, 


knowing it was best at all hazards to appear 
friendly. But when they were partaken of, the 
officers still lingered. 

Sophy was carrying on a most outrageous 
flirtation with Colonel Randolph, who was ina 
fair way to lose his head, and soon became her 
abject slave. 

everal of his staff turned to me for like 
pastime, but I was so silent and reserved, that 


| they soon left me alone, and Sophy’s quick eye, 


taking in the situation, made the conversation 
general. 

By this time, Allen’s genius for acting was 
apparent tousall. Flushed with success, his 
daring witticisms and personal beauty made 
him the centre of an admiring throng. The 
old room rang out with peal after peal of 
laughter, called forth by his wild flow of spirits 
and great gift of conveying them to others. 

It was late that night before our unwelcome 
guests departed, and even then the Colonel 
lingered, as if loth to go. 

Standing just within the door, having fin- 
ished my adieus, these words were wafted to 
me from the vine covered porch where he still 
held , Sophy’s -white hand. ‘This evening 
makes aman feel like laying down arms. It 
goes against a fellow’s heart to fight a country 
that—’’ I could not catc! the rest of the sen- 
tence, nor Sophy’s low rejoinder. But as the 
last sound of their retreating. footsteps died 


away in the distance, she triumphantly drew 
from her pocket three passes with Colonel 
Randolph’s signature. 

These gave to motherand mea safe passage 


out of our troubled South, and enabled Allen to 
rejoin his regiment, taking with him a package 


' of papers, which at the time were considered of 


great SPIO TERE OR, though they amounted to 
little in the end. 

And Colonel Randolph, from that day to this 
(unless his eye should glance over these pages), 
does not suspect who the beautiful git really 
was, who, for the space of a few short hours, 
made him disloyal to his country and his 
cause, for the sake of a pair of hazel eyes. 
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IS not more than a quarter of a 


was considered a luxury to be 
afforded only by the well-to-do 
classes, and not much more 
than that since the art of pro- 
ducing kerosene from _ petro- 
leum was discovered. Scarcely 
thirty years have passed since 
the first barrel of refined oil 
was offered for sale. And yet 
to-day the exports rank fourth 
in the list of value, and are sur- 
passed only by cotton, bread- 
stuffs and provisions. 
year ending June 30, 1864, the 
total exports were 23,000,000 gal- 
lons. 
increased to 100,000,000 gallons, 
in 1874, to 200,000,000, and in 1891 
to 700,000,000 gallons. A larger 
percentage of the oil product 
of the country is sent abroad 
than of any other except cot- 
ton. Considering the time 
since its first inception this is 


in the price of petrolenm is 
quite as noteworthy as the in- 
crease in production, quantity 
and exportation. 
oilin bulk cost in 1861 not less 
than fifty-eight cents; in 1893 it brings not more 
than three and a half cents, or hardly one- 
seventeenth of the old price. Pipe lines aggre- 





gating 25,000 miles in length have been laid, and | 


9,000 tank cars have been built, which if form- 
ing a single train would extend sixty-five miles. 
Besides these cars, and anumber of bulk sail- 
ing and other vessels, fifty-nine bulk steamers 
are now employed in Sensporting the oil to 
foreign countries. The value of the Pennsyl- 
vania oil wells and lands is estimated at more 
than $87,000,000. Sixty-five million dollars more 
must be added to cover the value of the plant 
employed in producing crude petroleam. This 
valuation does not include the pipe lines, 
through which oil is pumped, underground, 
hundreds of miles, and 
cars, the great fields of tankage and costly re- 
fineries, docks for exportation, nor the fleet of 
bulk vessels carrying the product to foreign 
shores. The estimate of total capital required 
for the production, manufacture and trans- 


century since a kerosene lamp | 


For the| & 


Five years later they had | 


remarkable; but the reduction | 


A gallon of} 


13 








ortation of petroleum and its products is not 
ar from $300,000,000. 

When the first well was opened in 1858 it 
ushered ina period of wonderful excitement. 
Numerous others were sunk and fortunes were 
made ina few days. Many of the sites of the 
first famous oil-wells are to-day peaceful farms 
the supply having given out, and the seat of 
operations having been ‘changed to more pro- 
ductive spots; still most of the product comes 
from the same general locality, and the oil- 
wells are located principally in Pennsylvania 
and Ohio. At first wells were opened by drills 
and run by pumps. The first flowing well was 
struck in February, 1861, and yielded 300 barrels 
aday. It flowed for fifteen months. This sur- 
prise had not spent itself when the Phillips 
well was struck, shooting forth ten times as 
much oil per day as the first well. This was 
soon followed by the Funk well, which matched 
the Phillips in productiveness, yielding 3,000 
barrels per day. The Noble well yielded as 
much, while the Sheridan yielded 2, barrels 
per day. It is stated that the Noble produced 
$3,000,000 worth of oil, and that the average flow 
of the Sheridan for two years was 900 barrels 

er day. One of the consequences of these new 
Risooverios was arapid decline inthe price of 

etroleum,the cost having been reduced from 
BS to 31-2 cents a gallon. So many poor land- 
owners have become rich, and so many adven- 
turers have grown to be millionaires since the 
petroleum fever first broke out, that an ex- 
pressive slang aaprayetcn has long been cur- 
rent in the land, meaning unexpected good 
fortune: “He struck oil.” 








THE WOMAN WHO WORKS, 
and is tired, will find a 

oe help in Doctor 

ierce’s Favorite Pre- 
scription. Perfectly 
harmless in any condi- 
tion of the female i oa 
tem. It promotesall 
natural functions, and 
builds up, strengthens, 
tes, and cures. 
For women approach- 
ing confinement, nurs- 
ing mothers, and eve! 
weak, run-down, deli- 
cate woman, it is an in- 
vigorating, supporting 
tonic that’s peculiarly adapted their 
needs. 

But it’s more than that, too. It’s the only 

aranteed remedy for all the functional 

urbances, painful disorders, and chronic 

weaknesses A von i A pid 
complaints” of every kind, periodical pains 
beatin cei sefealion: internal inflamma 












in 
tion, and kindred ailments, if it ever fails 
to benefit or cure, you have your money 


back. 
Something else that pays the dealer better, 


may be offered as ‘‘ just as good.” Perhaps 














Carriages, Harness, Catalog free. Write 
W.H.MURRAY MFG.CO., Cincinnati,O. 
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it is, for him, but it can’t be, for you. 

FL ing-Shuttle Rag Carpet Loom. Circular free. 

C. N. Newcomb, 326 W St., Davenport, Iowa. 

FREE™: if you send stmps. NameComfort. 88th 

yr., $50,000 bldg. Sem‘ary, N. Granvil, NY. 

BUGGIES, ri 

r or can be made monthly 

$75.00 TO $250. working for B. 

JOHNSON & CG., Riciwonp, Va. 

CA Bend 26, stamp for Sample Book of ail the FINEST and 

RDS LATEST Styles io Beveled Fdge, Iidden Name, Silk 

Fringe, Rovelope and Calling CARDS FOR 1894. WESELL 

GENUINE CABDS, N UNLON CARD CO,, Columbus, Ohio, 

SAMPLE BOOK OF 49 STYLES 

NEW CARDS fe Shits FREE 

WATCH FREBTO EVERY AUENT. KING CAND CU. NORTH HAVEN, CONN. 

GENTS clear $100 monthly. 100 New 

Ladies’ Specialties for Old 

and zoung: 64 page Illust'd Catalogue 

REE. . L. Erwin & Co., Chicago, Ill. 

CENTS pays for your name in OUR DAILY 

MAMMOTH DIRECTORY ONE YEAR. 

Guarantee Big Mail. Send for Sample Copy. 

World Pub.Co., Box 668, Passumpsic,Vt. 

Instant relief, final cure in a 

tew days,and never returns; no 

urge; no salve; nosuppository 

Remedy mailed free. Ad- 

dressJ.H. REEVES, Box . New York City,N.Y. 

v 0 R NAM On 25 Lovely Cards . 

Y WRU Lady 480 Album Mottoes,&e 

Pees eee * *) SOUonrersation and Court- 4 

. 3} dog Garda, 1 Ring, 1 Comte 

‘ Geart Pin, NewCombination 

9 Pen & Pencil, and Agent's 

OUTFIT FOR 124. ALL 10c, GLEN CARD CO., NOTH HAVEN, CONN. 

PEPPER PERE PPE PPE EPO oe 

* ™ 

a oo 

* GEND us your address and we will make you a” 

™ hint of the best Automatic WAS IN 

MA HINE in the World. No wash-board or ruh 

* ung needed. ie want you to can GOIN MONEY * 

* or actasagen' H youcan. Youcan j * 

Ss @ to 

first from each ANDSOM re eos Cc % 
we N. Y. LAUNDRY WORKS, 80 Murray Street, N ¥. © 


De eee ee ek ae ee ek eh 
= WMIUSIC-BOX WATCH oAitu. 


CPA Great Novelty. Full size 
ae sitver plated, and plays one of the 
Ceg@hZ following tunes: Home Sweet 
Hore, Yankee Doodle, Blue Bella 
of Scotland, Carnival of Venice, 
Grandfather's Clock, and a Waltz, 
Entertains both old and young. 

To introduce our Family Maga 
zine, filled with charmmg stories, 
we send it % months and the 
Musical Watch and Chain for 3§ 
Cents. Just think of it, a Musi¢ 
Bor with gold-plated Chain, and 
a Beautiful Magazine 3 months foi 
only 35 Cents, Stamps taken. 
You will be delighted. — Addrest 









WONDER. 


| YOUR NAME © 





SOCIAL VISITOR, BOX 3139 
BOSTON, MASS. 


MUSICAL 





THRE 
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E SETS DOLLS FURNITURE 


OGELSA. _ 25 DIFFERENT PIECES 
Gna near 
| me aa 








Inches Old Gold, Red, Biue, Pink or White 

Batio, all stamped, suitable for Pin Cushions, 

Bechet, ete , sent for 10 cents silver. 
MILLINER, Box X 


18 .suar 
PLAYS 


Z A NTED: man in every town to paint SIGNS 
Noexperience required. Our patterns 
We the wor! 1. an hoor Fe send 1 for Patterns and 
full particolars. MARTIN & OO., Adams, N. Y. 
LADI ES lovely complexionsand perfect skin, 
sendatamp for confidential circular. 
Arablan Chemical Co., 711 Bort Bldg.. tL 
can be easily made at your OWN 


$5 A WEEK Stour fn's’new rueasawr and 


Augusta, Maine: 





Dialogues, Speakers, for School, 
Club and Parlor, Catalogue free. 
T.S. DENISON, Pub.Chicago, Ill. 








desiring bright eyes, rosy cheeks, 





PROFITABLE business. No peddling. Either 
sex. WESTEEN 8UPPLYCO., Bt. Louis, Mo. 






YOUR FUTURE REVEALED. 
Send one name and address to Box 
1692, Boston, Mass., for free book, which 





tells you how to read your own fortune. 
GUM TISSUE mens clothing better 
than needle and thread; silks, woolens, 


AGENT gloves,umbrellas. 10c.a yard; 12 yds 65c. 


by mail. STAYNOR & CO., Providence, R. I. 


PRINTING OUTFIT 1. neg 
fer, Pweorers, Ac. lic., 3 for25e. Self-Ip 


PENCIL STAMP, x name in rubber, 15. Ci: 
FRANKLIN PRTG. 0O., Naw Haven, Coxn. 








LADIES 


and receive a $10 reccipt. 


10 for $1.00. 





If you desire a clear complexion, 
bright eyes, long lashes, send 20c. 
to “C" Box 152, Harrisburg, Pa., 
(Satisfaction guaranteed). 








SEND A SLIP OF PAPER the size of your finger and 
10 centein Sitver and I will mail you one of these Solid 
Rolled Gold Rings and my Catalogue of Kings, Emblews, 

7 


Ap, Watches and Novelties for »gents tosell. $00 an hour 
easily made. Address C. F MARSHALL. Lockport, N.T 

uilt of 500 sq. 
A BEAUTIFUL CRAZY Freestate 
of 60 splendid Silk pes.,asstd. bright colors.25¢;5 packages, 


$1. Agents Wanted, Lemaric's Silk Mills, Little Ferry, N.J. 
KIDNEYS frc. BLADDER 
jeu. ofa 
Certain Cure for all diszases of 
Geabove free. Or.0. A.WILLIAMS, Fast Hampton, Conn. 
25 BEAUTIF 

raph 














n UL CARDS 
Album, 1 King, 1 Tel : 
Albarn, 

Game Rappy-tis- 

FIT of 459 BAMI/LE CARDS, 

ALL lc. KING CARD CO. 








BE SONGS \ 
155 Words and - Complete 
MUSIO. 3 Stories. 


Any one sending 15c. for 3 months’ subscription to fine 

64 column Story Paper will receive alithe above Free. 

E. F. NASON, Publisher, 181 Church Street, N. We 
For thenext | 


GOLD Waren FREE 


will give away handsome Gol 

Watches absolutely free to intros 
duce our properties at Whitings Park. Write your 
full name and address plainly, and get one of these 
watches. Whitings Iavestm’t Co., 245 Broad way, N.¥ 


UT THIS OUT! 


and return to us with Ten Centsin silver, and 

you will get by return mail A Gciden Box 

of Goods that will bi you in more money 

in one month than ing elgein- America, 

REWARD CARD CO., P. O. Box 1531, New York. 
An elegant Photographic Souvt 


Hon. a G. Blaine..sinectsisnetnten portrait 


his two Maine residences, viz. at Augusta and Bar Harbor 
the Congregational Church and Chapel where he attended 
Religious Services when in Muine; View taken from 
Cupola of Maine Capitol, showing the close proximity of 
the Augusta home to this edifice. Sent to any address on 
receipt ot50 cts. RUBENS ART STUDIO,Angusta,Maine. 


CATARRH CURED. 


Look here, friend, do you suffer with Catarrh—are you 
constantly hawking ani Spitting: have you a running from 
the nose? Ifso, send a self-addressed stamped envelope 
to the Goryza Remedy Co., 1327 Columbus Ave. 
New York, und you will receive a recipe free of charge 
that will cure you of this dreadful disease. 

tean be Cured 


DRUNKENNESS# ric 


ing Dr. Haines’ Golden Specific. It can be 
given without the knowledge of the patient, if 
desired, in coffee, tea or articles of food. Cures 
guaranteed. Send for circulars, GOLDEN 
SPECIFIC CO., 185 Race St., Cincinnati, O. 
RS” The Only Oure. Beware of Imitators, 


Li LD WATCHES 
chi iw8, ea Ss, rh lb any 
one sending 10e, for a box of jewelry 














is 2 DISEASE: 





containing rolled GULD 
CHaLN, enameled 2 
French diamond @ 
scarf or stick PIS, GOLD BUTTON, and 
our large illustrated catalogue by which 
‘ou can make $5.00 per day. This offer 
is made tosecure Agents. H. KNOB= 
LOCH. 209 E. 85th S . 


board with men, Checker poard with men, Fox and Geese 
board with men, Nine Men Morris board with men, Mystic Aga 
Tablet, Secret of Ventriloquism, 19 


Secrets, Cooking Receipts, How toGet Rich, 10 New Games 
25 Portraits of Pretty Girls, Four Great Stories, Language o: 


KING, WATCH, 





Novelty Combination. 

This is the greatest offer evet 
made by any reliable house, 
Just think of getting alleof the 
following for 25 cents. Game 
Autbors,game Dominoes,Chess 


i 
Flowers, Telegraph Alphabet, Game of Forfeit, Parlor Tableaux 
Game Fortune, 375 New Autograph Album Verses, 50 Cormun- 
drums, 1! Parlor Games, 1! Funny Pictures, 6 Highly Colored 
French Pictures, 22 Popular Songs, Dictionary of Dreams, 
Secrets for making Saleable Articles suclf as Inks,Soaps, Bak- 
ing Powders, etc., Sample Love Letters,6 Fun and Flirtation 
Cards and many other things» We will send all the above liter« 
ary matter and Cheerful Moments three months for only 25 cents. 
Address 0, M. PUB, OO,, 68 Court St» Boston, Mass, 





ON 


os 


rom city to city; tank} 


The furniture comprises a Parlor Set, consisting of Upright Piano, with stool, Centra 





Table, Sofa, three ney Chairs, Small Table, Foot Rest, Folding Screen, Easel and Picture. Dine 
ing Room Set. Dining Table, four Dining Chairs, and handsome Side Board. Chamber Sete 
Bedstead, Dressing Case, with mirror, Wash Stand, Towel Rack, Foot Stool, and three Chairs. The 
furniture is printed on heavy card board, ina rich mahogany color, and when cut out, and set up, 
looks exactly like real furniture, and correctly represents the handsome and expensive furniture 
of the present day. The set consists of twenty-five different pieces, which will completely fur- 
nish Dolly's house, and delight Dolly's little mamma. Any one can set up the furniture ready for 
use (na few minutes, from the plain directions sent with each set. One lot of twenty-five 
pieces will be sent complete and post-paid for 25 cents, or three lots for $9 ecnts. 
MORSE & O©0O., Augusta, Maine. 
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MANY PEOPLE HAVE BEEN ANNOYED, 
DISAPPOINTED, DISGUSTED AND 


YES SWINDLED BY 


THE FREE CRAYON 
PORTRAIT FAKE 


And now by the aid of a wonder- 
ful new patented process for enlarg- 
ing and stippling, 


Comfort Has Come to the Rescue 


And can actually GivE you as 
good a Framed Portrait as formerly 
sold for $25.00. 


HOW CAN WE DO IT? 


READ AND SEE. 


Great strides have been made in photography 
the past few years, but the greatest invention 
has been in the mechanical apparatus that 
produces an accurate and perfect enlargement 
from any ordinary photograph to NEARLY LIFE 
SIZE, giving the appearance of the best Crayon 
work, adding that tone, softness and stipple 
effect equal tothe finest engraving,and every 
one is guaranteed to retain pertect accuracy of 
detail and absolute reproduction of expression, 
removing all the severity and harshness of as- 
pect. 

There are no tedious sittings before an artist 
and likewise great expense, and the Comrort 
process brings out all the finer shades of align- 
ment and figure. As this manner of enlarging 
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What we tell you, you can rely upon as you well 


know. We are aware of the great demand that exists 
for the enlargement of Photographs. That ia some- 
thing that nearly everybody wants at one time or 
another. A member of the family abroad or 
dies and the friends have haps only a small pe 
ture of the absent one. Naturally if such a picture 
could be greatly enlarged and med the family 
would probably desire to have it done. Up to now 
this enlargement has been effected by hand-work of 
incompetent persons with the effect of producing a 


HORRID, GHASTLY EFFECT, 


a miserable caricature, and often even this was onl 
obtained after paying more than was at first saree’ 
upon. 

ow we step in and offer to enlarge Photo- 
eo may send in, guarantecing you & good 


Agents can make money collecting pictures and 
sending tous to be enlarged, and we offer special 
rates by the dozen. 


POINTS TO REMEMBER. 


lst. Send the Photograph, done up with stiff 
pasteboard, by mail ( stered, s0 as to avoid loss 
with name written on 


2nd, Be sure also to write distinctly the name and 
address of the party to whom the enlarged picture is 
to be sent. and to whom the small picture ie to be re- 
turned, and state the nearest express o! 


$rd. Do NOT send tintypes or daguereotypes— 
they are useless. Bear in mind, the better the 
photograph the better the Portrait will be. 


4th. Address with Check, Postoffice or Express 
order or Registered Letter. 

TWO WEEKES REQUIRED. As it will take two 
weeks to make the picture, you can send it 
along now and enclose one dollar as a guaran- 
tee of good faith, if not convenient for you to 
secure the Subscribers at once, sending the 
balance $1.50 when you "forward the complete 
list of Ten Subscribers, or if not convenient for 
you to secure a Club just now, send your Photo 
with $2.00 for a year’s subscription to ComFoRT, 
and we will send you one of the Portraits Com- 
plete, being sure that after you receive it you 
will get upaCluband send another Photo to 
be enlarged. Remember there are no extras for 
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COMFORT’S PROCESS. TAKES A PICTURE OF THIS SIZE OR SMALLER AND EN- 
LARGES IT TO NEARLY LIFE SIZE, ALSO GIVING IT A GREATLY 
IMPROVED APPEARANCE. 


pictures will revolutionize the Portrait busi- 
ness, arrangements have been perfected for 
doing an extensive business, and we can furn- 
ish no less than Firry THousanp PoRTRAITS 
per month, 2,000 4 pay being about our limit at 
present. So it will be well to send your cabi- 
net photos along immediately if you desire to 
secure one of our large size Framed Portraits. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO 
COMFORT SUBSCRIBERS. 


If you send us a Cabinet Photo we guarantee 
to deliver you by express, free of all charges, 
an Elegant Framed Portrait. Pictures are 
mounted on superb mat 11xl4,and the Frames 
are made from beautifully embossed 4 in. silver 
moulding (the latest style out), with fine glass 
and good back, all complete, size (x2 inches, 
securely packed and crated. 


These large Framed Portraits are better than many 
that have been sold in years past for $25.00, and if 
they are not as good as what you will be charged 
$10.00 for to-day by any local artist we will forfeit 
that amount. Whatare we to get outof the trans- 
action? Well, all we ask you todo isto help us in- 
crease COMFORT’S subscription list by obtaining at 
least 10 new yearly subscribers at 25c. each, and we 
pay all bills for the portrait and guarantee that there 
will be no ifs nor ans or one particle of expense to 
you in the matter whatever. You can certainly 
secure 10 yearly subscribers for CoMrort, the popu- 
lar Prize Story Magazine, inafew hours if you but 
try, and thus your portrait is secured by hardly a 
hands turn on your part. We assure you now that 
after you once get your Portrait, you and your 
friends will be so delighted that they will all want to 
getup a Club for ComrortT forthwith, and that is 
what we rely on to get our pay; the great increase in 
our subscription iist, which although now the largest 
in the world we know many, many more people will 
desire to take ComPort when it is brought to their 
notice. 


packing or other nonsense connected with this 
offer, and that they are far superior to any 
common crayon, or the legion of “types” or 
“graphs” so loudly advertised. 

Persons living West of the Mississippi will 
please send 25 cents extra to help pay additional 
express charges. Address, 

Comrort Portrait Dep't, Augusta, Maine. 





ODD HAPPENINGS, 


wit tnt henmptninaa wot year 
avd wie is branches ond 164 Sowers: Oe" 2 00t high 
Not ee eis mtaee sh ot ba ghag been taken from 
equals the force of four billions ef mej oTeet Beitain 
1 The sboratt sation ever hel by the English Pu. 
Rae ergy ry ae Ber year ne Esters were sold 


An alligator 8 feet 2 inches lo weighing 220 
unds, was caught in the M ‘ : 
sous ' \ t ississippt near St, Louis, 
The distance walked by London postmen eve 
ry day 
emonnts le 48,360 miles—twice the circumference of 
The ‘olese Mountains, in Switzerland and North- 
ern Italy, have an electri a 
han tecd. ctric railway twenty-seven 
The coldest known 
wine is known to be frozen more than 
A bottle thrown overboard near the Canai Islands 
in red 1892, has just reached St. Kitts, having trav- 


elled 2,100 knots, 
Sterling gold bas 22 carats of pure gold and 2 of 
silver or copper. Sterling silver has parts silver 


to three of copper, 


Over 10,000 tons of salmon have been packed into 


nearly 30,000,000 cans th 
Colmnbis, this anne te e Frazer river in British 


Frozen meat is now transported trom the Argentine 
Republic to Europe, and frozen mutton ron Aus- 
tralia, arriving in good condition. 


{(_OMFORT. 






ys]! 
e back. This is important, 








spot on earth is in Siberia, | 


























FRENCH FIELD AND OPERA G 
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beyond the reach of persons of moderate means. - 
are just what the people want, reliable glasses at a 
herdsmen, hunters, prospectors, sailors, travel be 
everyhody will find them ‘Invaluable. They are the 
binoculars, elegantly covered in leather, with. po z 
black eye-pleces, and nicely nickel or gold plated 
thumb-serew extension, so to vary the focus to 
lasses are enclosed in a dark leather and, 
astening with a strong spring lock, halding c 
Friends and acquaintances can be recognized at 
these field glasses will prove both instructive ard 
They are strongly made, and cannot get out of order, 
time. Price, complete, only $2.50; sent by mail, 
aclub of 12 yearly subscribers to ComFOoRT. i 
fore 30 days will send for $2.00 Address, CO! RT, 



















READ ABOUT THIS GREAT 


Unabridged. Complete. 
500 Cuts. 






800 Pages. 





is the greatest jority 

land. It gives min 

the simplest ia 
its, haunts, diseases andj ‘ 
= of neentne A by ‘Kinge 

is great work is the world- 
famous naturalist, the Rev. J, G. 
Woop, M.A., F.L.S.,, aut 
eral other celebrated a 
Animal Life, butnone with so great 
a fund of information great 
work, now published for | 
time in America, The clear 
descriptive text of the writer #s 


Embellished with 


500 Engravings 


by such eminent European artests 
as Worr, Weis, Zwecksr, Com 
MAN, Harvey and others. * 


NO LIBRARY IS COMPLETE 
WITHOUT THIS FAMOUS WORK 


It isimpossibie to give am 
nouncement more than a Aca 
of the magnitude of this great His- 
tory, with its myriad pictures and 


accurate descripti Tt virtuall into the haunts of all animals and shows them as they live. 
‘WooD's NATURAL HISTORY is the ized authority all over the world for acourass 





information regarding the habits, haunts, peculiarities and diseases of the Animal K: om. 

The work is a veritable treasure-house of valuable information, interestingly told, and replete 
with hundreds of accurate and artistic illustrations. F 

This mammoth Cyclopedia of the Animal World consists of over eight hundred and is sub- 


bound in stiff paper covers. Size of book, 8 x 61-2 inches, inch thick, It contaims 800 
pages of clear print on a paces with 500 excellent illustrations. 
* — Before the publication of this edition, the work has always sold in cloth for $6.00, _ It is thexefore 
evident that our offer is one of jonal value and should be taken advantageofatonce You 
May not see such an offer again, is only one edition like the above, It is published veo 
hy to be offered as a premium and be had in the at any price, 

As a special offer we will sena this great book, ail charges prepaid, to all enclosing sixty cents fc 
a year's subscription to Comrort. Address, COMFORT, Augusta, Main 





‘* PAIN AND DISEASE DRIVEN FROM THE WORLD”’ 


OXIEN ELECTRIC POROUS PLASTERS. 














Sufferers who have either 
lost faith in medicine | 
who cannot or will not 
their tives in hopeless 


X 7 doctar- 

r— will. aw 

hice Elcctele Planter tbe 
a t 

smallo e king thet 

ire 


They act as an infallible 
safeguard againet contag- 
tous and infectious diseases, 
and nothing equals them 
asa CHEST PROTECTOR 
for BOTH CHILDREN 
AND ADULTS. 
Ther electrical action and 
2 healing, and VI- 
G qualities render 
blessing to Weak, 
and Despondent 
whose 









































Weary, 
Men and Women, 
starved nerves and pain- 
racked systems cry out for 


that Nourishment, Kehef, 
and New Viger which Oxien, 















the Wonderful Food sor the gth 
Nerves, and Oxien Electric 
Plasters alone have been Clic ry F 


found to give. 





FRADE MARK REGISTERED g= RDESIGN COPYRIGHTED, £ { 
So astonishing are the cures wrought by this discovery that many thousand men and women | 
throughout the Union, who by their use have been lifted from conditions of hopelessness and | el ry 
ness, are already making not only a comfortable living by selling OXIEN and OXIEN POROUS 
TERS, but are clearing from $1,000 to $3,000 per year. es 
That all may be able to test their virtues now, we Will send a! 
Plaster and special box of Oxien, if you cut out this coupon and el 
with 10 cents for postage, before 30 days, If not in need of th 
remedies yourself you can make 40 cents by gelling to friends. 


THE GIANT OXTE Co., Sole Prop’s, Box 826 A 


THIS COUPON 








YANKEE INGENUITY. 
—_—_—_. Siig 
Written ror Comrort py RENE BACHE. e 


Copyright, 1893, by The Gannett & Morse Concern. 


ITY people take out most of the patents. Liv- 
ing amid the rush and hum of many industries, 
novel ideas of all sorts are almost forced upon 
them, Where there are factories, improvements 
in machinery are constantly being made, and so 
it is with everything else. Country folks, though 
they have more time to think out new things, lack 
»pportunities for obtaining suggestions. 


Nevertheless, the names of many farmers’ wives 
are included in the list of 4,000 women whose inven- 
Lions are recorded at the Patent Office in Washing- 
ton. The familiar ice-cream freezer was the original 
contrivance of Mrs. Nancy Johnson, a naval officer’s 
widow. She sold it for $1,500, though she might have 
made $1,000,000 out of it. The patents granted to in- 
genious persons of the gentler sex cover all arts and 
industries, 

Among these women’s inventions are a deep-sea 
telescope, for examining the ocean bottom for wrecks; 
@ perspiration-proof shirt, a smoothing iron that 


. heats itself, a dish-washing machine, a robber-proof 


8 Nb NAN EE aia ANNE 1 Y 


chicken-coop, a musical skipping-rope, a trap for 
bedbugs, a pocket spittoon for tobacco-chewers, a 
fish-scaler, a moustache-spoon,'a pair of scissors 
and tape-measure combined, a stepladder that is an 
ironing-board in disguise, a window-cleaner that 
also serves for a fire-escape, a sofa that can be trans- 
formed into a bath-tub, and a war-vessel that may 
be converted into a land fort by taking it apart. 
Women have paid more attention to sewing-machines 
than to any other single development of invention, 
the result being a long list of useful improvements. 


Chance hits in trifling matters have earned riches 
for many inventors. The wooden shoe-peg won a 
fortune for the person who first thought of it, and 
wealth has rewarded the originator of the rubber 
pencil-tip, the metal paper-fastener, the copper toe 
for shoes, the barbed-wire fence, and the notion of 
utilizing the feathers of chickens and turkeys asa 
substitute for whalebone in corsets. The idea of the 
roller-skate produced $1,000,000, and the man who 
patented the “‘return-ball” (at the end of a rubber 
cord) got an income of $50,000 a year from it. Other 
playthings, such as the chameleon top, the walking 
.lligator, and the “dancing nigger,” have enriched 
sheir authors. The pasteboard compartment-tray 
‘or packing eggs has made the country girl who in- 
vented it independent for life. 

A new process for making artificial hens’ eggs was 
Patented not long ago. The white is imitated witha 
mixture of sulphur, carbon, and beef-fat, while the 
yolk is composed of beef-blood, magnesia, etc., 
colored with chrome yellow. The shells tobe filled 
with these preparations are shaped witha blowpipe 
from a moist composition of lime and gypsum. 

Some of the models of inventions shown at the 
Patent Office are very funny. There isa sheet-iron 





cat, worked by clockwork, which, placed on the root 
at night, tears to pieces with steel claws and teeth 
the strange grimalkins that come to fight with it. 
Other curiosities are a fishing contrivance to catch 
tape-worms, which is swallowed by the patient for 
that purpose; a “nose-improver,” to be clasped on at 
night, for molding the proboscis; a clockwork ap- 
paratus that lights the kitchen firein the morning; 
a tickless clock, without pendulum or spring; a 
crimping-pin that is at the same time a bouquet- 
holder, a paper-cutter, a skirt-supporter, and a file 
for papers; and a refrigerator hat, with a compart- 
ment in the top to hold ice in summer. 

Yet other patented oddities are a vessel, to be pro- 
pelled by,a windmill on board; another kind of ship, 
the propeller of which is to be driven by a gigantic 
pendulum hanging from aloft; a plow, the beam of 





WINDMILL VESSEL. 


which is a cannon, for use where Indians are on the 
rampage; an automatic cradle that rocks baby to 
sleep while mamma goes out to her club; a device to 
prevent hens from scratching, rubber earthworms 
for fish-bait, and a contrivance for dumpixg the 
hired-girl out of bed at 5 A.M. 

But these are only a tew of the queer ideas x- 
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ComFort. 
pressed by the 156,000 models in the Patent Office. 
Perhaps the one which attracts most attention from 


Perhaps the one whieh anes mont tention trom | QUEEN VICTORIA HAD 132 DOLLS. 


vessels off shoal places in rivers. It consists of | “MAMMA, WON’T YOU BUY ME A DOLLY?” 
accordeon-shaped air-bags of enormous size. to be SAYS BABY CLEVELAND. 
built into the bull @f the craft and inflated iu cases of Yes, for she can now get 


emergency, buoying her off. A scrap-book devised A Big Jointed Doll For (2c. 


by Mark Twain is shown; which has its pages cov- 
ered with dry mucilage, Itke postage stamps, so that 

A Wonderful Invention, a Revolution in the 
Mechanical Construction of Dolls 


they have only to be moistened when scraps are 
Has brought about the possibility of furnishing a 


large handsome jointed doll for almost nothing. The 
doll here illustrated is the very latest thing out; so 
late in getting out, in fact, that they are not yet on 
sale in the stores. We have been promised the first 


every 12c. three months’ subscription to our Prize 
Story magazine Comrort, during the next few weeks. 
Patent was only obtained on them two months ago, 
although bright inventors, artists and mechanics 
have been at work for years trying to perfect a low 
priced jointed indestructible doll that would sit down, 
stand up, bend over, move arms and legs, and be 
placed in all sorts of cute positions, either when 
dressed or undressed. You can see by doll here 
shown in cut how well they have been repaid for 
their long weary years of toil; it is certainly a most 
wonderfully successful result, as they are beautifully 
finished, very life like, and will last for years; and 
being made of improved and elegant colored goods 
already to sew up and stuff with hair, cotton, bran, 
or the like, they can be sent to any part of the world 





THE CANNON PLOW. 


stuck upon them. There is also a complete sewing 
machine made out of a single strip of copper 6 inches 
long, one end of which is sharpened toa fine point 
for the need It is worked with thumb and fore- 


finger, and will actually sew. the Globe. Although Queen Victoria had so many, 


many very expensive dolls which she dressed to 


ten thousand, and are going to give them away with | 


and will soon find their way into every quarter of | 





son of the passion has interested scientists and been 
a subject of study for many a psychologist. 

It is alove as common to the most savage and un- 
civilized of races as it is to the most refined of 
nations. The savage child in the wilds of Africa 
hugs a baby of carved bone or one rudely cut from 
wood to its heart with the same satisfaction with 
which the baby of a New York millionaire’s house- 
hold presses to her heart the latest thing from Paris 
with eyes that can open and shut and a talking 
machine inside of it. 


AT THE WORLD'S FAIR 


as well as in 1861 at the London Exposition there was 
no more interesting booth than that where the dolls 
were shown of all ages, from the cradle to white nair, 
and in all sort of garbs from baby clothes to court 
toilette. And at the Paris Exposition a few years 
ago the show was magnificent. 

The little princess Victoria's dolls would be des- 
pised even by poor children to-day for their ugliness. 
They were Dutch dolls, little wooden figures from 6 
to 9 inches long and painted in the crudest way. But 
fifty years ago that was the kind of plaything with 
which even the heiress to the throne of Great 
Britain had to be satisfied. 


HERE IS A GENUINE SURPRISE, JUST OUT. 


A 16 inch tall indestructible Boy Doll with a 
pretty suit of clothes in bright colors 
Furnished Free, 

Boy dolls have always been very scarce.Children can’t 
get enough members into their doll family, if they 
even have twenty they still want twenty more, and a 
nice Boy doll with a pretty pair of pants, a handsome 
coat and waist, just makes the child who has even 
fifty other kinds of dolls, just too happy for any- 
thing. This bright idea of furnishing a suit of clothes 


Many curiosities in the shape of guns there are— 
such as canes and umbrellas that one can shoot with 
on occasion. Then there is a revolver that will fire 
big bullets or little ones, just as may happen to be 
requisite. Speaking of deadly weapons reminds one 
of coffins. One sort of patent casket for preventing 
burial alive permits the supposed corpse, on reviv- 
ing below ground, to climb out of his grave by means 
of a ladder communicating with the upper world. In 


|a doll all the way along from Baby Cleveland to 


represent different characters, she would haye been 
more pleased to have been able to have one of these 
cute babes than anything she could have gotten hold 
of. This is a late Yankee invention, however, and 
now every child in the world can afford to play with 


allready to sew up witha 
Boy doll, was indeed a 
happy thought and mil- 
lions of children who 
never saw a real Boy doll 
can now have one. Every 
bodycan afford to buy one 
or two to give away and 











Thomas Jefferson Smith. Every one knows that a 
common cloth doll body (without a head remember) 


costs any where from 25c. to $1.00 at the stores. These 
dolls, head and all, thanks to machinery, do not cost 
you hardly anything. And although they do not re- 


case he should not be strong enough to climb, a bell 
is attached to his wrist by a cord, so that he may 
summon assistance. 





styles andinas fine clothes as French or German 
dolls, and look much better, last much longer, thus 
giving more pleasure. For selling at church fairs 
and the like they are just grand, and when fixed up 
easily bring 50c. each. One lady said she raised 


quire any dressing, they can be dressed in as many | 


make some little tot ex 
tremely happy,even Baby 
Cleveland could not be 
jreally happy until Papa 
bought one for her. If 
| you send for three 
= months’ subscription to 
j CoMFoRT it only costs 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S INVENTION. 


The first woman to whom a patent was granted in 
this country was Mary Kies of Connecticut—the 
State that has more inventors in proportion to its 
population than any otherin the Union. Her idea 


enough last year on a dozen old sty/e dolls she bought 
and named for people to guess on at their fair, to al- 
most pay the church debt. And these dolls are so 
much better than anything ever gotten out before; 
what great possibilities for raising money are now 
opened upto you. Dolls take the best of anything 
else in the market. Millions of this kind will be 
sold, so we invite all to order at once, either by the 
dozen, hundred or thousand. When you realize that 
24,000,000 dolls are sold from Germany alone in one 
year, you can get an idea what can be done selling 
these dolis, as they sell like hot cakes compared with 
the stiff hay stuffed objects offered forsale at many 
of the stores and costing four times as much as these. 

Originally dolls were made of wood, then of papier 
mache, then of plaster, and then of china, finally of 
wax, and at last of parian, beautifully colored. 
Gutta percha and rubber are still used for babies’ 
dolls, but there are no such satisfactory dolls as |! 


THIS BIG JOINTED DOLL 


., Should write out a full description of it, giving every 


| ble, let him have one made, ona sheet of cardboard 





and no more artistic dolls either. 


was for weaving straw with silk thread. The notion 
of types for printing syllables, instead of single let- 
ters, was a woman’s. But the records at Washington 
give no adequate notion of the great contributions 
which ingenuity in petticoats has made to invention 
in thie country. Think how many women there must 
have been who preferred to remain in the back- 
ground and permit their fathers, husbands, ‘and 
brothers to appear as the authors of their creations! 
Ifthe famous Galvani's wife had not been sick, so 
that he was obliged to make frog-soup for her,a 
frog would not have been lying on the table near his 
electrical apparatus; a live wire would not have 
touched a leg of the batrachian, setting the dead 
animal off into a frantic fancy-dance, and galvanism 
would have remained for the time being undiscovered. 


The Patent Office is forever haunted by perpetual 
motion fiends and flying-machine cranks. Some of 
the latter would use folding wings and gigantic tail- 
feathers for wrial volitation; others prefer balloons 
with propellers, while others yet depend on revolv- 
ing fans to lift them or air tricycles to be worked 
with the feet. 


Many American inventors have become million- 
aires. Bell, of telephone fame, McCormick, origina- 
tor of the reaper that bears his name, and Edison, all 
began poor. The youngest holder of a patent on 
record was a Canada boy named Murphy, who at 6 
years of age designed a “sounding toy.” The 
patented devices utilized in shoemaking are more 
numerous and valuable than those employed in any 
other industry or art. 


Not a day passes that people do not apply at the 
Patent Office for rights in inventions which were 
patented long ago. The most pathetic spectacle to 
be seen in Washington—not even excepting the dis- 
appointed office-seeker—is the would-be patentee 
who has come to the Capital with a wonderful idea 
and finds that it has been thought of before. 


To secure a patent, however, one need not go to 
Washington. Having got his idea, the inventor 


detail. Ifitisathing of which a drawing is possi- 





15 by 10 inches, leaving one inch all around for a 
border. Unless these conditions are strictly com- 
plied with, the drawing will be refused. The speci- 
fications must be in English, and on only one side of 
the paper. 

But, if the inventor will furnish rough sketches 
and a good description of his device, the Patent 
Office will make the drawing for cost price. This is 
an easier and safer way. No model is required in 
any case, From the Patent Office can be got, free of 
charge, a copy of its rules; also blank forms for the 
oath and petition which must accompany the appli- 
cation fora patent. The inventor fills out the blanks 
and forwards them to Washington, together with the 
drawings, specifications, and $15. If his idea is 
really a new one; he will get his patent without much 
delay, on paying an additional fee of $20. 


COMFORT for Three Months, this Large 
Jointed Doll, and the Cute Little Pug 
Dog, all for 15 cents. 
Eve was probably the only woman that never hada 


doll. 
born grown up. ‘ 

It would not be surprising if Cain and Abel played 
with dolls, for the most careful research fails to find 
atime when children did not have their dollies. 

No one knows who made the first one or who sug- 
gested it. ’ 





That was one of the things she missed by being 
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| head of the hospital sai¢ 
afterwards that those & 


12c. with {this Boy doll, suit of clothes and all; or for 
l5c. we include the Pug Dog. They come by the 
dozen same price as Jointed Dolls, either assorted 
orall Boys; they will have a great sale both before 
and after the Holidays, and are just the thing to sell 
around to neighbors or at Church Fairs, and being 
enttrely new will simply go fast. Don't delay in send- 
ing orders for early delivery. Only 2c. for Jointed 
Doll, Boy Doll with Suit and Pug Dog. 


DOLLS THAT WILL MAKE SICK PEOPLE 
WELL. 

Ata recent church fair 
held in Boston there were 
« number of dolls donated, 
not for sale but to be sent 
to the children’s hospital 
for which the fair was 
given. They were colored g 
dolls. Their black face: # 
were beautifully painted 
by an artist. They had 
real woolly hair, real 
stockings and shoes, and 
were dressed throughout 
with great care. Their 
gingham frocks and white 
aprons made them most 
fetching. 

The physician at the 


dolls did more good than 
all his medicine or skill, 

Asthere is a great demand for Negro Dolls we 
have also got a genuine PICcANINNY. Yes, colored 
doll babies that are too funny for anything, and 
every child wants one to go with her other dolls; 
they are large size, made in the same manner only 
the arms are printed on in colors, and as you will 
notice from cut require no dressing. The price is 
the same as Jointed or Boy Dolls, and will send the 
three, one of each, and include a Pug Dog for 35c. 

LirrLe RED RIDING Hoop. Wealso have,a new doll 
about same size and shape as the Piccaninny here il- 
lustrated, only to represent Little Red Riding Hood; 
they come same price as the other dolls, will send 
the four and include the little Pug for 40c.; will send 
one dozen of any one kind or assorted, and include 4 
Pug Pups for $1.00, post or express paid. Address, 
Comrort, Box 267, Augusta, Maine. 

We advise all who have any spare time at all to 
order at least one dozen, flll and sew a few of them 
up for samples and get orders for them around the 
neighborhood. You can make a good profit and thus 
be enabled to get your own articles for nothing We 
have sold Thousands of the old style dolls and other 


articles, and these are so muca better than anything 
ever produced before that they will go quickly. 
Better order 50 for $3.50, or one hundred for $6.0)’. and 


The instinct which makes a child hug its dolly and | offera three months’ subscription to ComFORT with 
be happy is as natural to itas breathing. The rea- | each article sold. 








FULL OF PICTURES. 








AND SIGNS oF OUR TIMES 














EVERY WEEK IN THE YEAR. 














Published Every Wednesday, 52 Times a Year, at ‘ite Bible House, New York City. Louis Klopsch, Publisher. 














A Beautiful Present from Dr. Talmage. 





TH! CHRISTIAN HERALD is always Bright, always Breezy, always Cheerful, always FULL of PICTURES, always Printed on 
excellent Paper, Issued 52 Times a Year, and sure of a Hearty Welcome wherever it goes. It is First, res and all the 





time a Family Paper, and always Interests both Old and Young. 
DR. TALMAGE edits it in his Happiest Vein, and every number 
is Beautifully and Profusely Ilustrated. You may have a really 
Happy Home, and yet, without THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, some- 
thing is Lacking, for no Home is complete without it. 








As to Attractive Features, there are so many thata fewonly can be men- 
tioned here. NAPOLEON SARONY, of world-wide Fame, Contributes a series 
of peerless Illustrations. MARION HARLAND, whose pen has charmed mul- 
SS  titudes, has written, for the Exclusive Use of THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, a 

Me. NEW SERIAL Story that every man, woman and child should read. IRA D. 

Ss SANKEY, whose name is a household word, contributes a CHARMING PIECE— 
DR. TALMAGE’S SERMONS, and his stirring 
EDITORIALS, command the attention of the enlightened world. C.H.MEAD’S 
unequalled CHARACTER SKETCHES are so full of pathos and humor that they 
cause tears and laughter at the same time. 


To he AA TaPonage MAC ARTHUR are contributors who at once edify, entertain and instruct. 


OF MUSIC to each issue. 


DR. A. J. GORDON and DR. R. S. 











In order to convince you that THE CHRISTIAN HERALD is the BRIGHTEST AND BEST PAPER, if you will send $2.00 
TO-DAY, Dr. Talmage will send THE CHRISTIAN HERALD for ONE WHOLE YEAR, and a beautiful Cloth and Gilt copy of 


HIS LATEST AND GREATEST BOOK FREE! 


This Wonderful Book, “FROM MANGER TO THRONE,” is pre-eminently THE Book of the Century. It Contains 544 large 


pages, with over 200 PICTURES, many of them full-page 
{t is substantially Bound in Rich Cloth and G*it, : 








“FROM MANCER TO THRONE.” 


From Cover to Cover, this most Remarkable Book is a 
VERITABLE PICTURE GALLERY, full of delightful sur- 
prises. It is Printed from LARGE TYPE on Toned Paper 
and Handsomely Bound in CLOTH and GILT. It has here- 
tofore never been offered at less than $3.75. 

Besides being a New Life of the Saviour, it contains Dr. 
Talmage’s vivid Account of his Journey “TO, THROUGH 
AND FROM THE HOLY LAND,” in which he practically 
brings Palestine to the Doors of Multitudes who may 
never see the CHRIST-LAND in any other way. 

Many of the Pictures are from Photographs taken on 
the spot by Dr. Talmage’s party. One represents Dr. Tal- 
mage Baptizing a Candidate in the Jordan, another shows 
him Tasting the Waters of the Dead Sea, and in still an- 
other, we see him on the back of 4 huge Camel in Egypt. 























—including full Half-tone latest Portrait of Dr. Talmage. 
and measures, OPEN, from tip, to tip 9 x16 INCHES. 








MARION HARLAND 


HAS GONE TO TE THE I HOLY Li LAND for | for THE CHRISTIAN 
HERALD to study HOME LIFE in PALESTINE and Syria. 
Her Journey covers over 20,000 MILES. 

She will write on this subject EXCLUSIVELY for THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD, and every line will be protected 
by Copyright. She will describe a CHRISTMAS in BETH- 
LEHEM, a WEDDING at CANA, HOUSEKEEPING in 
BETHANY, a SAIL on LAKE GALILEE, a WEEK in NAZ- 
ARETH, a FUNERAL at NAIN, a WOMAN’S LIFE in PAL- 
ESTINE from the day she is BORN to the day of her 
Death, including both of these important events. 

These articles will be Profusely Illustrated from 
PHOTOGRAPHS, taken by Marion Harland herself. 

What a privilege it will be to read all this from the 
pen of OUR OWN, ever popular MARION HARLAND 








Remember, THE CHRISTIAN HERALD, the Brightest Illustrated Family Weekly in the World, and “FROM MANGER TO 
THRONE,” the most wonderful Book of the Century, may EACH BE SENT TO SEPARATE ADDRESSES. “FROM MANGER TO 
THRONE” was never sold for less than $3.75, and as WE Pre-pay Full Express Charges in every instance, we here Offer you 


TWO BEAUTIFUL PRESENTS ‘se"co' FOR $2, 


epcainak tise cannot invest $2.00 anywhere to better advantage. rantiee, THE 
CHRISTIAN HERALD always makes Friends wherever it goes. It 
Endears itself to the Hearts of the People. It brings Sunshine and 
Happiness to every Home it Enters. Its Weekly Visits are Occasions 
for Family Rejoicing. Try it Just Once, and Next Year you will 
need no Coaxing. When you write, Address 





331 to 339 Bible House, New York Z City. 
MONEY REFUNDED IF TOO LATE for this Wonderful PREMIUM. 





